Heritage on
show
Pictured is the Ave
Maria window at Our
Lady’s Church. The
glass is the work of
Dom. Charles Norris
from Buckfast Abbey.
With a team of fellow
monks they
employed the dalle de
verre (slab of glass)
technique, where
thick chunks of
coloured glass are set
in a concrete matrix.
Our Lady’s windows
are said to be an
outstanding example of this type of work and now
something of a rarity as dalle de verre fell out of vogue
in the 1970s. Our Lady’s will join St Peter’s in registering
for the national Heritage Open Days programme in
September. Anyone who is interested in helping
coordinate the churches’ participation please contact
Jane Rebika in St Peter’s Parish Office.

Kindaid
Sue Sugars

In 1996 a small group of Our Lady's parishioners
identified a need to give financial and spiritual support
to a student priest in India, whose details had been
given by another Indian priest. At the same time a
friend of one of the group members had been in touch
telling her about a small mission of nuns in Kenya. They
worked and cared for orphaned and abandoned
children in the area, and there was an urgent need for
help for these children. This is how Kindaid got its
name: K(enya) and Ind(ia) and aid for help. Once
Kindaid was up and running there were other charities,
mainly local, that it supported on an ad hoc basis and
this arrangement continues to this day. Kindaid
Treasurer, Sue Sugars, explains: “Most of our funds
come from events that the committee organises and runs
(eg. The Gameshow Night on Saturday 30 March, see page
4), supplemented by donations from generous
parishioners.”
Kindaid supports the Kiruu Children’s Home in Nakuru,
a town in Kenya’s Great Rift Valley, about 139 km from
Nairobi. The home offers care for girls who are infected
with HIV/AIDS. Through the provision of proper
nutrition and medication the nuns start to rebuild the
girls’ health. They help the children rebuild their selfesteem, self-confidence and self-belief despite their HIV/
AIDS status,
providing
comprehensive
physiological,
spiritual and
psychosocial care
for the children.
Currently, there
are 41 children
living in the
home. There are
also 20 children in
Secondary school,
one in a
Polytechnic, and
two who have
already
completed their
studies.

A trip to Knock

St Joseph’s parishioners Mike and
Sheila McGreevy are frequent
visitors to Knock and submitted this
photo of Fr Andy from last
September when he celebrated
Mass in the Apparition Chapel.

A Seminarian’s Life
Sean Gough

It is over a year now since I left
Leamington Spa. I spent five months
with you gaining experience of
parish life, based at St Peter’s but
visiting all churches. This was part of
my formation for the priesthood. I
have fond memories of my time with
you; not only the many great
experiences but also the wonderful
people I had the privilege of getting
to know. Since leaving, it has been
great to see some parishioners ‘out
and about.’ In particular, seeing the
youth group at Oscott College for
our bonfire night as well as ‘Flame
2019’ along with 8,000 other young
people.
I’m now just over halfway through
the fifth year at Oscott. Traditionally
the Archbishop comes to the
seminary on the last day of the
seminary year in order to ordain as
Deacons the fifth year Seminarians
who have been accepted by their
bishops. I haven’t yet applied, let
alone been accepted however I plan
to do so very soon!
I ask for your prayers as I go
forward towards priesthood in the
sixth year. It feels scary that the end
is in sight. Scary but at the same
time the right thing. I look forward,
in a year and a half or so (please
God) to seeing many of you for my
Ordination to the Priesthood at St
Chad’s Cathedral in Birmingham!

Live life the Fairtrade way
Jenny Armstrong
An enjoyable and well-supported Fairtrade Fortnight has
recently finished but you don’t have to wait another year.
Fairtrade empowers communities around the world all year
round, not just for a fortnight! Instead what is needed is to look
at the bigger picture and use that Fortnight as a springboard for
the rest of the year. You are invited more than ever before to
get closer to the wonderful world of Fairtrade – all year round.
Starting now, you can celebrate the positive impact Fairtrade
has on the lives of people all over the world. You can get
involved by sharing Fairtrade products, recipes and news in your
community. By celebrating Fairtrade with a coffee morning, an
event, a
talk at
your
local
school or
even just
a chat
with
your
friends
and family, you can help more people to understand and choose
Fairtrade. The more people choose, share and shout about
Fairtrade the more power the producers have to change the
world. You can download a pack from the Co-op with tips on
how to host a Fairtrade coffee morning or event and share a
few recipe ideas, resources and inspiring stories too. Go to:
https://food.coop.co.uk/food-ethics/people/fairtrade/

Honour for Our
Lady’s Choir

YOUTH MINISTRY REPORT
future of the church
but that they are the
In February some of our young people and
church now. We
leaders joined with 14 other Leamington &
have some great
Warwick churches on an ecumenical youth
things still to come
retreat at an activity centre in Staffordshire.
this year with a
This was a great opportunity to share ideas,
retreat to Alton
build friendships and grow in our faith.
Castle and we have a
Four of our primary schools — St Anthony’s,
new liturgy group
Our Lady & St Teresa’s, St Patrick’s and St
beginning at St
Peter’s — came together to celebrate the
Patrick’s
Sacrament of Confirmation by
school and
ur
young
Bishop William Kenney. This was
a Catholic
a lovely event and the Summit
people are not Youth Alpha
youth group was able to show
the future of the
course starting in the summer term at
its support by singing in the
church but that they Trinity Catholic School. Our new
choir, serving at the Mass and
youth club starts on Wednesday 1
providing refreshments
are the church now... May at St Joseph’s Church from 5.00afterwards.
6.30 pm. Called UNITE, this club is for
This month we received our first order of
all those in school years 5-9.
UNITE Catholic Youth hoodies. Thank you to
our clergy for subsidising them from the Youth I am also in the process of registering to be an
award scheme co-ordinator for the Catholic
Fund. Look out for them being worn in the
parishes in the coming weeks and feel free to Faith In Action Award Scheme. This will allow
ask anyone wearing one more about our youth us to implement the award within all the
Catholic primary schools and Trinity plus within
ministry! The aim of these is to raise the
our youth groups in the parish. You can find
visibility of the young people in the parish so
out more about the award or register as a
that parishioners can see just how keen they
are to be a helpful presence. It also gives them participant by looking at the Catholic
Leamington website youth pages. If you would
a sense of belonging to something and
like to join us at any of our groups or events
ownership over their own faith journey. It is
please email: catholicyouth7@gmail.com
my belief that our young people are not the
Emma Rayment, Youth Worker

Flame 2019
Caitie Foley
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Members of Our Lady’s Choir
sang at St Chad’s Cathedral for
the Rite of Election in March. It’s
always a privilege to be part of
this service at which the Bishops
welcome those who have chosen
to become full members of the
Catholic Church at the
forthcoming Easter Vigil.
Jo Mander

CAFOD Lent Family Fast Day
Ann Allison and helpers had a soup and roll Hunger Lunch on
Friday 15 March. Ann says: “Several people said how enjoyable it
was and how tasty the
soups were. I counted
£160.00 including a
donation of £10.00
from the mother and
toddler biscuit sale!
Many thanks to all of
you for your support
and to my wonderful
helpers.”

fter a two hour coach journey and
after queuing for 45 minutes we got
into the main arena. I was immediately
astounded by how many young
Catholics, youth leaders and seminarians
were filling the stands. I don’t think any
of us were expecting that many people,
but it was definitely a good surprise! The
event opened with a performance from a
Catholic artist, and the energy of the
crowd even at the start predicted an
unforgettable day. Following a few
opening speeches introducing the event,
there were a series of speakers giving
their testimonies and insights into life as
a young catholic in 2019. What was so
inspirational was that they came from a
variety of different backgrounds, with
different vocations and stories, but they
all were able to connect with the crowd
by their shared love of Christ, and their
enthusiasm to share His word.
he topics covered were all linked to
the theme of the day, and that was
#significance. In the world today, it is
becoming increasingly harder for young
people to recognise our individual value,
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because we are in a culture where
comparing your life with the lives of
people you see on social media, or your
classmates, or friends has become the
norm. Young people are constantly
searching for their worth by what other
people think of them, or by how they
compare with everyone else. The talks
dealt with this issue, by explaining the
importance of finding your worth in God,
and not comparing yourself to other

friend, or someone you see on social
media, then he would have given them to
you. God has a plan for everyone, and
has equipped us with everything we
need for the journey, and if we follow the
path God has set out for us, then we will
have no need for anything else.
fter lunch, we were given the
opportunity to offer all we had learnt
that day to God in Adoration. It was so
beautiful seeing 8,000 young Catholics
from all over the UK joined together with
a shared love of Christ, and our faith. I
think in our daily lives at school where
practicing Catholics are a minority, we
tend to forget that there are people the
same age as us who also going through
the same thing.
hat I took home from this trip, is
that I am significant in the only way
that matters, and that is in God’s eyes.
When I feel like I am being smothered in
everyone’s expectation for me to be
something I am not, I can always turn to
Him, and remember I am equipped with
everything that I need.
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people. One of the most well-received
speakers, Robert Madu, explored in a
highly entertaining and inspirational way
how if God wanted you to have the
qualities he gave your classmate, or

Dear Parishioners, What a pleasure it is to thank you for your
wonderful support in raising much-needed funding for Zöe’s
Place Baby Hospice. On the
weekend of 9/10 March the
three churches of Catholic
Leamington together
donated an astounding

We are very grateful to the
Catenians who generously
subsidised the trip to FLAME.

£2,236.36. This is equivalent to 75 hours of Hospice care! Our
families rely on us so much for palliative and respite care and
without your support we couldn’t open our doors and arms to
those who desperately need our help. From all of us at the
Hospice – and on behalf of all the families to whom your
donation will make such a difference – we sincerely thank you.
Jane McGaffney, Community Fundraiser.
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EVENTS
Sunday 31 March
Parish Roast
Lunch in St
Peter’s Church
Hall at 1.00 pm.
Tickets are
£10.00 adult/
£5.00 under-12
and include a
free drink. This
month it is Roast
Chicken and all
the trimmings
and a traditional
dessert. The next
Parish Roast
Lunch will be on
Sunday 28 April.
Sunday 7 April
St Joseph’s
Primary School,
Easter Fair in the
church garden
(weather
permitting) after
9.00 am Mass
until 11.30 am.
Egg hunt,
tombola, raffle,
cakes, egg
decorating &
more.

Palm Sunday –
14 April – Service
of Anointing of
the Sick at St
Joseph’s Church.
The service at
2.30 pm will be
followed by
Easter Tea. The
Homily will be
given by Fr
Michael Stack,
author of the
book Lord when
did we see you
sick? Fr Michael
has over 25
years’
experience of
Ministry to the
sick, most
recently as fulltime Chaplain to
UHCW in
Coventry. This
service is not
only for the sick
but for the
spiritually
bruised and
walking
wounded.

Monday 6 May
LiveSimply/
CAFOD walk As
it was so
enjoyable last
year, please
make a note that
Catholic
Leamington is
having another
walk around
Newbold Comyn
(and drinks
afterwards) on
Bank Holiday
Monday.
Saturday 18 May
Bingo Night
starts at 7.00 pm
in St Joseph’s
Hall.
Refreshments
provided,
please
bring a
sharing
platter.

ourselves or by others). We can reach
out to rebuild shattered trust, to
imagine together a better future for
our country and to resist all that is
merely xenophobic, prejudicial,
narrow-minded or founded in fear.
e tend to think of peace-making
as something which needs to be
done overseas – and surely there will
be bridges to be rebuilt with our
European neighbours, whatever the
next few months may bring. Yet it
seems that our calling may be nearer to
home. As we head for March 29, 2019
(assuming anything will actually
change on March 29!) our task
becomes clearer – at least in the form
of the questions we must ask: How can
I personally reach out to people who
think differently from me? How
together can we rebuild community?
How can we protect those left
vulnerable or hurt? How can we rebuild
our national conversation, our national
politics and our national identity to
create a space where all can thrive and
fear is not the motor of debate or the
deciding factor in policy decisions?
e need new peace-making skills
right here at home. Fortunately
the Catholic Peace Movement, Pax
Christi, has a long history of promoting
conflict-resolution and sharing the
Gospel of Peace. Visit:
paxchristi.org.uk /
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Fr Rob is Parish Priest of Our Lady of Lourdes,
Thames Ditton, Surrey
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VIEWPOINT
beatitudes are less tractable:
Making Peace in Britain Today other
hunger and thirst for justice,
persecution in the cause of right, even
Fr Rob Esdaile
the mourning for something lost which
touches many at the moment. What do
he theme chosen by Pope Francis
these ask of us in the midst of our
for this year’s Peace Sunday
current national disunity? Do they call
seemed amazingly appropriate to the
us to stand up and be counted,
situation in England and Wales as we
whatever others think? What does that
approach Brexit’s March 29 deadline:
sixth beatitude – of purity in heart –
‘Good politics serves peace’ – and,
require – a searing honesty about our
whatever your view of the 2016
take on things or keeping our counsel?
referendum, the last two years of
And what of the seventh one – blessed
negotiation or the current state of
are the peacemakers?
play, it is obvious that we need such
erhaps our first contribution as
‘Good Politics’ right now.
Christians really ought to be to shut
eople are hurting. The UK is
divided. Our national conversation up – not in a quietist, ‘keep-your-headhas broken down. Whether you’re one down-and-don’t-make-trouble’ sort of
of the 52% or the 48%, or someone who way but in prayer. Before we can help
others we need to address our own
wishes you’d voted the other way, or
jangling nerves, listen to our own
someone who simply wishes you’d
voted; whether you’re a younger voter hearts and hear therein a voice that
speaks of peace. There is a profound
who blames the old or an older voter
prayer prayed by Dietrich Bonhoeffer
who feels misunderstood by the
during his imprisonment by the Nazis: ‘I
young, I can’t remember a time when
do not understand your ways, but you
we have felt so at odds with each
other, so angry with each other. It isn’t know the way for me … Lord,
whatever this day may bring, your
simply that there are ‘Brexit’ and
name be praised’.
‘Remain’ parts of the country. It is
hen we can hope to be freed from
families and friendship groups which
the tyranny of our own emotions
are divided.
and
political reflexes. Then we can
hat is the Christian response?
begin to see that those who disagree
Many believers have a strong
conflict-avoiding reflex. We shrink from also voted honestly and sought the
good as they saw it. In sorrow rather
the ding-dong of party-politics. We
than anger, we can begin to recognise
seek the middle-of-the-road,
what has been badly argued and what
remembering the beatitudes of
meekness and mercy. But some of the should never have been said (by
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ur journey through Lent continues bringing us closer to the joy of Christ our Lord’s
Resurrection on Easter Sunday. The Lord’s passion, death and descent into hell is a
period of sorrow and reflection for us — we wait in prayer and fasting for the
resurrection. Christ’s rising from the tomb and triumph over death won for us the promise
of redemption and eternal life. It is the most important celebration of the Church’s Year.
At St Peter’s Easter Vigil our Catechumens Curtis, Kanmi and Nicholas will be received into
full communion with the Church. They have prepared diligently through the Rite of
Christian Initiation of Adults. Please pray for them.
fter Easter there follows a period described as ‘one feast day’, indeed as a ‘great’
Sunday: forty days until The Ascension (Thursday 30 May) followed by the coming of
the Holy Spirit at Pentecost (Sunday 9 June). Enclosed you will find a Catholic Leamington
sheet with details of all the Lenten Observances and Masses through Holy Week and
Easter. We hope this is helpful. All that remains is for your clergy to wish you a very Happy
Easter Season. God bless you all.
Fr John, Fr Andy, Fr Noel, Fr Christopher and Deacon David
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Saturday 30 March: The day starts at St
The Justice & Peace Group did not organise Christmas
Joseph’s Church with 9.30 am Mass.
Heritage Open Days:
Greetings card-sending this year because the Christmas
Anne
Jane Rebika
list from ACAT – Action by Christians Against Torture –
Cartwright, a
did not have enough people who can receive religious
trained Jesuit VIEWPOINT – Making
cards for fear of putting them at risk of further torture, a
retreat giver peace in Britain today:
harsher sentence or even death.
will then give Fr Rob Esdaile, Pax
Christi
us an
For this reason the approach has been changed. It is now
inspirational Events
suggested that you sign a pre-prepared non-religious
insight into a
card and pray for the recipient. The Art Group at St
world-recognised form of spirituality. A Parish Roast Lunch:
Joseph’s Church is preparing the cards for us with the
light lunch will be provided. The retreat
simple message: “We are thinking of you at this time; you
Sunday 31st 1.00 pm,
runs until 3.00 pm. To book a place
have not been forgotten.” The cards will be available
St Peter’s Church
please ring June Arran on 01926 332303
after all Masses next weekend. When you sign your card,
Hall. Full details on
or sign the form in St Joseph’s narthex.
you will be given the details of the person it will go to.
back page.
We look forward to sharing the day
Please pray for that person.
together.
Welcome to the Easter edition of Newsletter EXTRA. We hope you will find it an enjoyable and informative read. The aim of
Newsletter EXTRA is to give more space to what is going on in Catholic Leamington than can be included in the weekly
newsletter due to its size. EXTRA will be published four times a year in May, August, November and February. Contributions
from parishioners would be most welcome (although we cannot guarantee all submissions will be published; and anything
published may be edited to fit available space). The cut-off date for the May edition is 14 April. Your editorial team is Brian Austin
(St Peter’s), Helen Monastero (St Joseph’s), Sue Sugars (Our Lady’s) and Youth Worker Emma Rayment. Jane Rebika from
St Peter’s Parish Office is the Editor. The email address is: catholicleamington.extra@gmail.com; phone 01926 423824 ext 0.

A

Catholic Leamington. Three churches working together: St Joseph’s, Whitnash (tel. 01926 772712), Our Lady’s, Lillington (administered at St Peter’s) and
St Peter’s, Leamington (01926 423824). Please see catholicleamington.org.uk. All churches are part of the Archdiocese of Birmingham. Reg. Charity No. 234216.

