
A brief window into the spiritual life of Lee  

Andrea and her son Lee were introduced to me, as the Parish 
Representative / Catechist of St. Peter Apostle church for  
children with special needs, when Lee was four years old and 
was attending Ridgeway Special School. I have remained in close 
touch with the family for the last seven years. 

Lee was a fine boy who had a lovely smile and beautiful eyes. 

His communication skills were limited as was his motor  
development. He spent most of his day time in his wheelchair, 
which was always surrounded with his favourite toys. 

During my early contacts with Lee and the family I introduced 
Lee to some aspects of church life. We would attend a weekday 
Mass together, as the Sunday services were on the whole too 
long and there were a number of distractions which worried 
Lee. 

Together with another catechist we sometimes met in the  
empty church after the school day. Lee appeared to enjoy the 
stillness and the peaceful atmosphere of the church. In an 
attempt to develop his spirituality, using the ‘Symbolic Catech-
esis’ approach, we tried to engage his senses in a number of 
ways. 

 We would walk around the church feeling the cold stone of the 
pillars, smelling and touching the flowers, looking up to the light 
and colours from the beautiful stained glass windows, lighting 
candles, using matches so that he could capture another smell. 
Lee would concentrate for fleeting moments on the sensory 
experiences given to him.  

When we sat together to pray, he would hold his small olive 
wood cross and listen to music on a CD recorder from  
Bernadette Farrell’s “Share the Light of Jesus” selection.  Andrea 
would hold a candle and we placed a beautiful red and gold 
cloth on the table of Lee’s wheelchair. He would immediately 
grab it, feel it and often chew it! This was Lee’s way of praying.  
We also enjoyed silent periods and used very few words to ex-
press our love of the Lord. 

These prayer experiences were much appreciated by Andrea. 

As time passed by, when Lee’s health continued to deteriorate, 
we would visit Lee at home, to pray with him, creating a similar, 
sensory, spiritual experience in his bedroom. As Matthew says in 
his gospel: “Where two or three meet in my name, I shall be 
there with them.” For these brief moments, Lee’s bedroom was 
his church. 

On occasions we would take Holy Communion to Andrea as by 
now the process of getting to Mass was far too exhausting and 
difficult. For many years Lee was included in the parish sick list. 

I made many parishioners aware of this little boy and his  
wonderful family. Many, many people prayed for them. A year 
ago, through the new Youth Worker, I met with children who 
had just started attending a regular prayer group. I talked about 
Lee and his disabilities, asking them to pray for him. I was over-
whelmed by their responses. They asked me so many questions 
and some wanted to meet him. I was greatly heartened by their 
interest.  

Two brothers with their mum did visit Lee at home and we all 
prayed together. The elder boy continued to visit Lee and hoped 
one day to introduce his dog to Lee! 

Around about this time I approached the head teacher of St. 
Patrick’s school asking if the children would include Lee in their 
prayers. St. Patrick’s was the school Lee’s older brother had 
attended some years ago. The school staff were extremely  
helpful. I subsequently prepared a prayer card with a picture of 
Lee to hand out to the children both at school and in the youth 
prayer group. 

Some time later when Lee was once again in hospital, very  
poorly, the hospital Catholic chaplain arranged to confirm Lee. 
Andrea invited myself and the other catechist, plus the young 
boy from the prayer group with his mother and Lee’s older 
brother to attend the service of confirmation in a cubicle of the 
children’s ward. A couple of nurses plus the Anglican Chaplain 
popped in for brief periods. His chosen name was Raphael. 

I last visited Lee at home three days before he died. His bed-
room was like an offshoot of an intensive care unit full of high 
tech equipment and he was receiving intensive care from his 
mother and two community nurses. His dad, a trainee nurse and 
another nurse, plus an older brother and I, filled the room. The 
atmosphere was tense as we all observed Lee fighting for his 
life. There were many tears flowing. 

Lee died at home on Saturday, 16th June, 2019. 

May he rest in peace. 

Mary Holden (with Andrea’s permission) 

PERSONAL VIEWPOINT 

ADVANCE NOTICE!  
KINDAID BAZAAR 
SATURDAY 16TH NOVEMBER 
Donations Please:  
Bottles, etc, for the Tombola and 
raffle prizes of bottles, gift items, 
etc. These can be delivered to 
the small hall after Masses dur-
ing October. Cakes, too, but not 
until the day or night before.  
Raffle tickets will be put out on 
the heaters at the side of the 
church in due course. 

Go to www.catholicleamington.org.uk 
and select the YOUTH tab, or enter 
catholicleamington.org.uk/youth.html 
to get all the latest news and events 

Our youth ministry 
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The aim of the EXTRA  Newsletter is to give more space to what is going on in Catholic Leamington than can be included in the 
weekly newsletter due to its size. EXTRA will be published four times a year in May, August, November and February. Your editorial 
team is Brian Austin and Jane Rebika (St Peter’s), Helen Monastero (St Joseph’s), Sue Sugars (Our Lady’s) and Parish Youth Leader  
Emma Rayment. Contributions (100-200 words) from parishioners would be welcome, especially for coming events (although we 
cannot guarantee all submissions will be published; and anything published may be edited to fit available space). Send contribu-
tions or comments to  catholicleamington.extra@gmail.com by 6th October for the next edition in November. Phone 01926 
423824 Ext. 0. 
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 Alpha 
  ALPHA IS COMING TO 
  CATHOLIC LEAMINGTON 
   Explore more about life, faith and meaning with Alpha.  

What is Alpha?  
Alpha is a course that covers the basics of the Christian faith. It is an opportunity to 
consider the relevance of your faith in your daily life. We listen, learn, discuss and  
discover together. Alpha has been  run all over the world and many lives have been 
changed. As June and David Palmer say "Going on the Alpha course transformed our 
relationship with God and brought our Catholic faith alive."  
Come and explore with us (maybe bring a friend). 

Starting Thursday evening 10th October, and every week 
for about 10 weeks, at Trinity School. To sign up see the 
leaflet at the back of Church or on the Parish Website. 

 

1ST SEPTEMBER 

— 4TH OCTOBER 

The Season of Creation is our 
special time for the Creator 
and each other. 
The Season of Creation is an 
annual celebration of prayer 
and action to protect creation, celebrated by Christians of all traditions, and the leaders 
of faith traditions have encouraged the faithful to  
participate. Pope Francis declared in June that climate change is an emergency and he 
urged Church leaders and communities to celebrate the Season of Creation. 
The season begins September 1, the Day of Prayer for Creation, and runs through  
October 4, the Feast of St. Francis, who is the patron saint of ecology in many  
traditions.  
So, on Friday, 20th September we are having a special Food and Film night for  
Catholic Leamington in St Peter’s Parish Centre called ‘Global Healing’ and it is hoped 
that as many parishioners as possible will make the effort to attend. See inside for 
details > 

SEASON OF 

CREATION 

Visit the CATHOLIC LEAMINGTON website 
www.catholicleamington.org uk  

http://www.catholicleamington.org.uk
http://www.catholicleamington.org.uk/youth.html
mailto:catholicleamington.extra@gmail.com?subject=EXTRA%20newsletter
file:///C:/Users/Windows8/Documents/My%20Web%20Sites


Our Parish  
Pastoral Council 

[PPC] 

Who they are 
 

CATHOLIC LEAMINGTON 
now has a unified  Parish 
Pastoral Council (PPC) 
with representatives 
from all three churches: 

 
Fr John Cross (President),  
Fr Andrew Franklin  
(Vice-President),  
Ira Winter (Chair),  
Brian Malone  
(Vice-Chair),  
June Palmer (Secretary),  
Salvatore Monastero, SJ 
Liz Mullis,  SJ 
Deacon  David Palmer, OL 
Emma Rayment, (Youth) 
Patrick Reddin,  SP 
Hazel Simmons, SJ 
Laura Simmons,  SJ 
Sandie Tansey,  SP/OL 
Sarah Vaughan. SP 

KINDAID 
The Kindaid committee 
would like to say a big 
thank you to Catholic 
Leamington parishes for 
the very generous £1,766 
raised after its Lenten  
Appeal on behalf of the 
Kiruu Mission. This money 
was sent directly to Sr. 
Maria Pia who has put it 
to very good use and we 
have had this letter  from 
her [edited version on the 
right].  
Thank you once again. 

Sue Sugars 

We are a LiveSimply Parish 
Did you see our ‘pop-up’ [bottom left] 
in St Peter’s entrance recently, which 
we had used for the EcoFest and the 
Peace Festival?  

The LiveSimply parish scheme supports and encourages communities to put their faith 
into practical action. We had to demonstrate at least 9 ways in which we were putting 
into practice the three principles of LiveSimply: 
• To live simply: to take only what we need from the earth, not to demand more and more; 

• To live sustainably: to take account of the impact of our choices on other people and on 
the earth; 

• To live in solidarity with those living in poverty by making a strong and lasting  
commitment to the common good so that all people can live life to the full. 

Recently we have held the following events, which embrace the Live Simply theme: 
There was Fairtrade Fortnight, we were at the EcoFest, and on Bank Holiday Monday, 
we had a Parish Walk around Newbold Comyn, where stories of refugees and victims of 
persecution were read at stops along the way. 
There are more ways to live simply and the Live simply team would love to hear your 
ideas, especially how you and your family incorporate them into your daily lives. Shar-
ing ideas and tips is a good way of passing on the Live Simply message. Send your ideas 
to cl.jandp@gmail.com or come to our next LiveSimply meeting ion Friday, 13th  
September at St Peter’s in the upstairs room of the Parish Centre. All are welcome to 
come and It would be great to have some new people to share ideas. 
Have  a look at our webpage at www.catholicleamington.org.uk/live-simply 

Louise Hathaway/Brian Austin 

 Thank you from Kenya 
Sr. Maria Pia from the Kiruu Children’s Home in Nakuru has 
written via Kindaid to thank you for your fantastic generosity: 

“Greetings from Kenya from all the Sisters and children. 
Thank you for the joyful news from our bank informing 
us that £2,500.00 had been credited to our account. 
Sr Sarah from the House of Hope has informed me that 
with this money the girls have been able to continue 
with their prescribed diet of white meat which had  
become expensive because the chicken house was  
empty, the rabbits too young and the money was  
running out to feed the piglets. The project to renew the 
pigsty will enable her to  maintain a group of pigs to be 
ready monthly. This homemade meat has reduced the 
monthly cost of the food but we couldn’t enlarge the 
pigsty . This great donation will help us. The project may 
seem humble but it gives us t he possibility of becoming 
self sufficient.  
“The food enables the girls to become healthy and  
happier and then do well in school. It is a joy to see them 
doing so well. Please send our gratitude to all the very 
kind and generous contributors, our prayers and our 
love to all. God bless all of you.“ 

KINDAID Da Capo Concert  
with Cream Teas! 

Were you there? If not, you missed a 
treat! Not only were the choir just  
magnificent and a joy to listen to, but 
also the cream tea was something else. 
And, in addition, KINDAID received  
donations of £500 through the ticket 
sales. Wonderful. A triple whammy! 

SAVE THE DATE! 
SATURDAY 31st AUGUST 

Taizé Chant  2pm at SJ 

SUNDAY 1st SEPTEMBER 
Day of Prayer for  Creation 

WEDNESDAY 11th SEPTEMBER 
Come and See (RCIA)  starts at SP 

FRIDAY 13TH September 
LiveSimply mtg 12am at SP 

FRIDAY 20th SEPTEMBER 
Global Healing Event 7pm at SP 

FRIDAY 27th SEPTEMBER 
Quiz Night at SJ 

FRIDAY 4TH OCTOBER 
CAFOD Harvest Fast Day  

Soup and Rolls Lunch 1pm at SP 
SUNDAY 6th OCTOBER 

Mass for the Sick at SP 
THURSDAY 10th OCTOBER 

ALPHA COURSE starts Trinity Sch  
SATURDAY 12th OCTOBER 

Ceili Evening at SJ 
SATURDAY 19th OCTOBER 

Pastimes  Jumble Sale at SP 
KINDAID Just Desserts at OL 

SUNDAY 20Tth OCTOBER 
LiveSimply Mass at SJ  

SATURDAY 16TH? NOVEMBER 
Tapas Evening at SP 

SATURDAY 16th NOVEMBER 
KINDAID Bazaar at OL 

SATURDAY 30th NOVEMBER 
Pastimes Christmas Fair at SP 

 
REGULAR EVENTS  

Mother and Toddlers 
Every Monday 9.30am at SJ 

Pastimes 
Every Tuesday 1pm at  SP 

Art Group 
Every Wednesday 9.30am at SJ 

Come and See (RCIA) 
Every Thursday 7.30pm at SP 

Toddler Group 
Every Friday 9.30am at SP 

Coffee & Doughnuts 
Every Friday  10am at SJ 

Stations of the Cross 
First Friday  at SP 

Dormer Senior Citizens  
 First Saturday 2pm at SP 

KINDAID  Cakes  after Mass 
First Sunday at OL 

SPAN 
Second Monday 7.30pm at SP 

Lectio Divina 
See Newsletter for times at SJ 

CTL Country Walk 
Third Saturday 10am 

CAFOD Cakes after Mass 
Third Sunday at OL 

Justice and Peace 
4th/5th Monday 7.30 SP/OL/SJ 

Luncheon Club 
Last Friday at a restaurant 

Parish Roast Lunch 
Last Sunday 1pm at SP 

2020 will be the tenth anniversary of  
Verbum Domini – Pope Benedict XVI’s  
Apostolic Exhortation on ‘The Word of the 
Lord’ and the 1,600th anniversary of  
St Jerome’s death. These dates have moti-
vated the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of 
England and Wales to make 2020 a year of 
focus on “The God Who Speaks”. 

In 2020 we will be celebrating, living and 
sharing God’s word with an exciting new 
initiative. It will be an opportunity to enrich 
current practice and to develop and explore 
new ways of responding to The God Who 
Speaks. Throughout the  year, there wi ll be 
a range of events, activities and creative re-
sources to participate in all around the 
country.  

This initiative will be launched at the end of 
September 2019. 

2020 
The God  

Who Speaks 

Global Healing 
Food Film and Discussion 
Friday, 20th September 
St Peter’s Parish Centre 

7—9 pm 
“There is no doubt that we are doing great 
damage to our planet – our common home. 
Pope Francis calls on all of us to respond and 
this filmed resource will help us do that to-
gether in our communities & families, for the 
sake of future generations.” [Bishop John Arnold, 

Salford Diocese] 

‘Global Healing’  will inform, challenge and 
equip people to engage with Pope Francis’ 
vital call to Care For Our Common Home.   

The St Vincent de Paul Society (SVP) aims to 
follow Christ’s teaching to love your neigh-
bours. There are many neighbours who face 
poverty, loneliness and isolation, and the SVP 
can give you the means to turn your concern 
into action. 
“The SVP provides much needed practical  
support to those living in poverty. More  
members are needed to ensure that this work 
continues to grow and flourish. I urge anyone 
who has time to offer, to work with the SVP 
by becoming a volunteer.” [Cardinal Vincent 
Nichols] 
Apart from visiting, we also collect and  
distribute items like furniture, household items 
and clothing, that people no longer need, but 
others will appreciate. In addition to the adult 
conference there are also SVP youth groups 
including the Mini-Vinnies for primary school 
children. We have our own one at St Theresa’s. 
In Catholic Leamington there are conferences 
at Our Lady’s and St Peter’s churches, and we 
are in the process of establishing one at St 
Joseph’s. 
We are looking for new members,  especially 
for the new St Joseph’s conference, and  
welcome your interest. The typical time com-
mitment is about one hour a week on a visit 
and then a conference meeting once a  

fortnight for 30-45 minutes. Give David  
Burton a call on 07713 246987 and you can 
find out more about the Society at 
www.svp.org.uk  

The CAFOD Harvest Fast Day is fast  
approaching on Friday 4 October,  
appropriately on the feast of St Francis.  

The Lent Fast Day raised £2367 and subse-
quently you donated £2136 to the Cyclone Idai 
appeal. Wonderful! 

During August, we will collecting signatures 
for the CAFOD campaign ‘Our Common 
Home’, to ask the Prime Minister to  
advance the target for UK net-zero CO2 
emissions from 2050 to 2045. Sheets for 
signatures will be available during the 
whole month at all three churches. Please 
take the opportunity to make your voice 
heard. 

Jenny waiting for Matt Western MP at the 
Mass Lobby of Parliament on Climate Change. 

mailto:cl.jandp@gmail.com
http://www.catholicleamington.org.uk/live-simply/
http://www.svp.org.uk

