
 

Catenians 
 

Every month a group of catholic men meet at the 
Chesford Grange hotel to pray, socialise and enjoy their 
shared company. Typically they number about thirty but 
on special occasions this can be up to eighty. We enjoy a 
varied programme of social events together with our 
families and widows of members. 

We are called Catenians, a name derived from Catena, 
the Latin for Chain. Each member is seen as a link upon 
which the strength of the whole chain depends. We are 
an association of catholic laymen committed to their faith, 
their families, those in need and to each other. Our 
purpose is a network of friends, which enhances family 
life, strengthens faith and sustains us in difficult times. We 
support each other, the Catholic Church, young people 
and those in need. Our special charity this year is Mary’s 
Meals. 

 

The Association does not concern itself with political 
issues, nor is it involved in Catholic Action. However, its 
members are encouraged to be active citizens and 
committed Catholics. Many members are introduced to 
voluntary works through others in the Association. 

The Leamington Catenian Circle is a well-established and 
lively group where members and their families have a 
chance to meet, socialise and are made to feel extremely 
welcome. It is open to men aged over 18 from all 
backgrounds, who are proud to share the same faith and 
who are associated with the Leamington, Warwick and 
Southam areas. We are always keen to welcome new 
members. 

If you would like to find out more about the Association, 
see the website at www.thecatenians.com or contact 
Toni Reszka (toni.reszka@gmail.com) or Sean Philpott 
(seanmichaelphilpott@gmail.com) who will be pleased to 
tell you more and invite you to a meeting. 

John Armstrong 

The supporters of ST PETER’S AID FOR 
THE NEEDY  have recently taken a fresh look 
at the causes they support, looking anew at the 
objectives of SPAN. A ‘back to basics’ but with a 
modern twist as we realise that we need to 
engage with social media too. 

The original plan back in 1974 was for SPAN to 
be the entire Catholic community in action, in 
response to those in need and we wanted to 
ensure that this was still the reality in 2019. We 
have made sure that we have good contacts 
with those causes who we regularly send 
money to, both locally and overseas, and 
regular feedback so that we know how the 
money is being used. It is heartening to be able 
to make a difference to lives – whether at our own 
local Night Shelter or Saturday Friendship Group for 
the homeless, or for those in the House of Light and 
Hope in Beirut where many suffering trauma are 
given love and care. 

Many of our recipients started with a personal 
contact with a parishioner, which is a valuable link 
and many of these continue. The number of core 
donations SPAN allocates monthly has reduced, but 
that makes more money available for other appeals. 
Last month, for example, we responded to an appeal 
from ‘Reach the Children UK’, who support 
grandmothers in Uganda to grow crops to feed their 
grandchildren. They have supplied land, seeds and 
expertise to start the project and are looking to 
grow pineapples. 

We can also respond positively to local appeals from social workers who have families desperate for items such as 
beds and fridges where no other help is available. Our Christmas voucher scheme continues the great tradition of 
thinking of others with extra generosity at that time of year. Indeed the parishioners of Catholic Leamington are very 
generous at all times and this enables SPAN to help many good causes throughout the year. 

We are developing our Facebook and Twitter accounts to keep everyone informed of our work and ask for help when 
needed. facebook.com/SPANLeamington and twitter: @SPAN_Leam 

Paul Hayden 
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CATHOLIC   LEAMINGTON 

 

Visit the CATHOLIC LEAMINGTON website 
www.catholicleamington.org uk  

CHRISTMAS 
2019  

 NEW YEAR 
2020 

Let’s make this a CAFOD Christmas  

Unique CAFOD Christmas Gifts from 
World Gifts help the world's poorest 
people. Popular gifts are, for example, 
Water for a Family for £33, providing 

vital clean water for drinking, washing and cooking; or a goat for £28 - The 
Goat that Gives gift pays for a locally-sourced goat and training in goat 
care for its new owners providing milk and fertiliser; and Trees for Life gift 
for just £8 will supply a family with five fruit tree saplings plus the tools 
and training to produce their own tree nursery, providing fresh, nutrient-
rich fruit to eat year after year, and extra produce that can be sold at 
market.  
But better still, when you are asked “What would you like for Christmas”, 
why not just ask for a CAFOD World Gift! Each gift comes with a 
beautifully illustrated gift card, which describes the difference it will make 
to communities living in developing  
countries.  

Take a World Gifts catalogue from the back of the church or go to:    
https://worldgifts.cafod.org.uk/  

Christmas Day 
Wednesday 25th December  

8.00 am  St Peter’s  

10.00 am  St Joseph’s 

10.00 am  Our Lady’s 

11.00 am  St Peter’s 

Christmas Eve 
Tuesday 24th December 

3.30 pm St Peter’s 

5.30 pm St Joseph’s 

9.00 pm St Joseph’s 

10.00 pm St Peter’s 

Midnight @ Our Lady’s 

Advent Penitential Day   
Tuesday 17th December 
Confessions at St Peter’s 
Church all day with 
different Priests every 
hour. 

St Peter’s Choir 
Christmas  

Concert 
Sunday  

15th December 
at 7.00 pm 

Welcome to our Christmas edition of News Extra. 
Welcome to parishioners, visitors, relations and 
friends. I hope you enjoy finding out about some of 
the many activities which take place throughout the 
year in our three churches: Our Lady’s in Lillington, 
St Peter’s in Leamington, and St Joseph’s in 
Whitnash. We are three churches and two parishes 
working together as Catholic Leamington. I 
encourage you to read and enjoy and share this 
news-sheet. When members of your family or 
friends visit over the holidays share Extra with 
them. We would like as many people as possible to 
find out some of the things we have been involved 
with over the past year as well as those we are 
looking forward to in the months ahead. We have 
many groups which cater for numerous interests, 
some encourage us to be actively involved while 
others are happy with a more passive form of 
membership.  

Thank you to all who have contributed and 
supported the Mission of the Catholic community in 
Leamington over the past year. On behalf of the 
clergy may I wish you all a Joy-filled Christmas and a 
Happy New Year.  

Every Blessing, Fr John Cross.  
Dean of Warwick Deanery.  

https://www.thecatenians.com
mailto:seanmichaelphilpott@gmail.com
http://facebook.com/SPANLeamington
file:///C:/Users/Windows8/Documents/My%20Web%20Sites
https://worldgifts.cafod.org.uk/collections/frontpage/products/water-for-a-family
https://worldgifts.cafod.org.uk/


Parishioners from St Joseph’s enjoyed a day trip to 
Harvington Hall for the Feast of the English Martyrs. 
Pictured with Fr Andy are (L) Myrna Harwar, and (R) 
Sister Angela and June Arran. 

Week of Prayer for  
Christian Unity 

 

Sunday 19th to Saturday 25th January  
The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is 
traditionally observed from the 18th to 
the 25th January. The materials for the 
2020 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
have been prepared by the Christian 
churches in Malta and Gozo (Christians 
Together in Malta). It is hoped that 
Catholic Leamington will be contributing 
to this week. 
The usual annual Churches Together 
United Service with guest speaker 
Reverend Liz Jackson will take place on 
Sunday 19th January 6.30–7.30 pm at 
Holy Trinity Church, Beauchamp Avenue, 
Leamington Spa, CV32 5RG. Followed by 
refreshments. 

Catholic Leamington Parish 
Pastoral Council 

The Catholic Leamington Parish 
Pastoral Council (PPC) was formed 
early in 2019 and a new constitution 
was drawn up. It is a representative 
body of the parishioners of St 
Joseph's, St Peter's and Our Lady's 
whose purpose is to advise the clergy 
on Pastoral matters and to promote 
the mission of the Church in 
Leamington and the surrounding area. 
Under the presidency of Fr John Cross 
and with Fr Andy Franklin as vice-
president the PPC meets every three 
months to consider various aspects of 
pastoral care in the Parish.  

One of the first areas that the council 
considered was how to encourage 
parishioners to become more active in 
ministries that serve the parish and 
the local community. There are 
already many established groups in 
Catholic Leamington doing wonderful 
work, and they could all benefit from 
having more volunteers willing to give 
a little of their time and energy. There 
is a wealth of experience and God-
given talents among the parishioners 
of Catholic Leamington that could 
really help the Church in its mission 
and the challenge for the PPC is how 
to match the two together. This is the 
subject of ongoing discussions.  

Recently, it was proposed that a new 
census should be taken of the 
parishioners of Catholic Leamington. 
There have been a lot of new homes 
built recently in the area and the 

previous census was taken a long time 
ago so current records, where they 
exist, are out of date. This would 
improve communications across the 
parish and help us to better meet the 
pastoral needs of parishioners. In a big 
parish like Catholic Leamington we 
want to make sure that we do not lose 
track of those who need our support 
and care. A system linking to our 
website is being planned, that will 
allow easy and secure input and 
storage of data for those with online 
access and we will produce equivalent 
forms for those without access to the 
Internet. 

At the clergy's suggestion, the PPC is 
also encouraging groups from across 
the three churches to work together 
where it is practical and are trying to 
facilitate this. A joint meeting of the 
Social Committees was arranged to 
ensure that the events that are 
offered across the churches are varied 
and well spread out during the year. In 
the future we expect that the clergy 
will ask the Parish Pastoral Council to 
look at other specific areas of pastoral 
care where they think that 
improvements might be made. 

For more information and to view the 
minutes of the Catholic Leamington 
Parish Pastoral Council please see 
www.catholicleamington.org.uk/
catholic-leamington-parish-pastoral-
council. 

Next meeting: Thursday, 23rd January 
2020, 7pm 

June Palmer (Secretary) 

Your PPC Members 
Fr John Cross (President); Fr Andrew Franklin (Vice-President); Ira Winter 
(Chair); Brian Malone (Vice-Chair); June Palmer (Secretary) St Joseph’s: 
Salvatore Monastero, Liz Mullis, Hazel Simmons and Laura Simmons. Our 
Lady’s: Deacon David Palmer and Sandie Tansey. St Peter’s: Patrick 
Reddin and Sarah Vaughan. Youth worker: Emma Rayment. 

Care for our Common Home 
 

Justice and Peace recently held two 
presentations of the GLOBAL HEALING films 
at SP and SJ. The incentive for this came 
from our Bishops of England and Wales who 
commissioned CaFE to produce them. In a 
recent document they urge us to move 
forward in tackling the ecological crisis 
stating that “care for the environment 
presents a major challenge for the whole of 
humanity in the 21st century.” 

The events were very challenging as we sat 
in groups of five or six watching parts of the 
film interspersed with sharing our ideas on 
the questions posed.  

The four topics dealt with were The 
Problems, Living Responsibly, My Carbon 
Footprint, Education and Action. The final 
question was: “How can we respond 
practically as a parish?” The answers will go 
forward to the next LiveSimply meeting at 
SP, 12.00 pm on January 10th. If you want 
to know more about what happened and 
the practical responses, email 
cl.jandp@gmail.com  

There was very positive feedback about the 
evening and certainly a good ‘buzz’ and 
plenty of discussion. 

Janice Austin 

Our Lady’s Family Choir: Past, present and future 

The Family Choir at Our Lady’s is almost 28 years old! Many of us who were 
in the original line up all those years ago had young children. Several of our 
children played instruments and Family Choir gave them an opportunity to 
play music with a real purpose.  

The driving force behind the Family Choir has been Paul Wellicome who has 
led us for almost the entire time. Paul brought with him to the parish not just 
his musical skills, but his liturgical knowledge. Our planning meetings, which 
continue today, begin with prayer followed by a study of the readings before 
we start choosing the music. We try to ensure we choose a mix of styles and 
genres, from well-loved traditional hymns to familiar ‘popular’ ones. And we 
try to introduce newer music from time to time. It’s difficult to please all the 
people all the time, but we really do try!   

Paul has recently stepped down from leading the Family Choir, and we shall 
miss him! However, we have, in Family Choir, his legacy – a group of 
musicians who understand the purpose of the choir and are committed to 
their ministry of music 

And so what of the future? Well, we’ve recently been joined by Martin Barry 
who led the music at Salford Cathedral for 23 years, before moving to 
Leamington. Martin has agreed to take over from Paul.  

What we do need are new members. Do you enjoy singing, or can you play 
an instrument? Why not give us a try? We rehearse every Wednesday 
evening at 7.30 pm for about an hour, and sing at 10.00 am Mass and on 
various other occasions as required. You don’t have to be an expert – some 
of us can’t read music, but we are enthusiastic and committed. If you think 
you might be interested, just turn up to a practice, or speak to one of us after 
the 10.00 am Mass. 

Mary Rouse  

SAVE THE DATE! 
DECEMBER 

Friday 6th December 
Youth Encounter at SP 6.00-9.00 pm 
Saturday 7th December 
Dormer Senior Citizens Christmas Party, 2.00 pm 
Ladies Afternoon Tea, 2.00 pm, SJ 
Sunday 15th December 
Monty’s Christmas Party, 10.00 am, SJ 
Parish Christmas Lunch, SP, 1.00 pm 
St Peter’s Choir Christmas Concert 7.00 pm 
Tuesday, 17th December 
Advent Penitential Day 
 

JANUARY 
Friday 10th January 
LiveSimply Parish Meeting 12.00 pm at SP 
Friday 18th— Friday 25th January 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
Sunday 19th January 
Unity Service at Trinity Church, 6.30 pm 
Thursday 23rd January 
Catholic Leamington PPC meeting, 7.00 pm 
Saturday 25th January 
Burn’s Night at SP, 7.30 pm 
Sunday 26th January  
An Hour of Prayer for Peace Sunday 3.00 pm 
 

FEBRUARY 
Friday 14th February 
SPAN Quiz, SP, 7.30 pm 
Sunday 23rd February 
Archdiocesan Visitation of Warwick Deanery SP 
Wednesday 26th February 
Ash Wednesday: start of Lent  
24th February—8th March 
Fairtrade Fortnight 
 

MARCH 
Friday 6th March 
Soup and Rolls at SP for CAFOD Lent Fast Day 
Saturday 28th March 
Da Capo Concert at OL for KINDAID 

APRIL 
Saturday 23rd APRIL 
Hand in Hand group–St George’s Night at SP 

REGULAR EVENTS  
MONDAYS 

Mother & Toddler group 
Weekly (term-time) 9.30 am, SJ 
Tai Chi Weekly, 7.00 pm, SJ 
Open SPAN Meeting  
Monthly, second Monday 7.30 pm at SP 
Justice & Peace meetings 
Monthly, last Monday , SP/OL/SJ 

TUESDAYS 
Pastimes weekly from 1.00 pm SP 

WEDNESDAYS 
Art Group Weekly (term-time) 9.30 am, SJ 

FRIDAYS 
Toddler group: weekly (term-time) 9.30 am, SP 
Coffee & Doughnuts:10.00 am at SJ 
Luncheon Club: monthly, last Friday. See SP 
notice board for venue & booking information 
Stations of the Cross  
Monthly first Friday 7.30 pm at SP 
Traditional Music Sessions 
Monthly, first Friday 8.00 pm at SJ 

SATURDAYS 
CTL Country Walk: monthly, third Saturday. See 
noticeboards for location. Starts 10.00 am 
Dormer Senior Citizens Tea 
Monthly, first Saturday 2.00 pm SP 

SUNDAYS 
KINDAID Cake Sale: monthly, first Sunday at OL 
CAFOD cake sale: monthly, third Sunday at OL 
Parish Roast Lunch: monthly, last Sunday at SP 
Book on SP notice board sign-up sheet. 

Youth Encounter 
The first Encounter event at St Peter’s Church was a success with around 20 
young people gathered together for pizza, games, praise and worship.  

A talk and discussion was facilitated by Birmingham diocese seminarian, 
Deacon Sean Gough, who spoke about Paul encouraging Timothy to fight the 
good fight of faith, and encouraged the young people to think about how they 
can share their faith with others.  

The evening finished with the opportunity for prayer using creative prayer 
stations. This Warwick Deanery youth event was organised by the youth team 
at the Catholic Parishes of Leamington and Warwick, headed by Emma 
Rayment, youth leader. Aimed at the 13-30 age group, Encounter is designed 
to give young people the opportunity to make friends, to build-up their faith 
and to take time to encounter Jesus personally.  

The next Encounter evening will take place 6.30 – 9.00 pm on Friday 6 
December, also at St Peter’s Church. 

Caroline Graham 

BURNS’ NIGHT 
The New Year’s social scene will start on Burns’ 
Night, Saturday 25 January. Burns’ Night at St 
Peter’s is being revived by a recently re-
constituted Social Committee. As well as our 
Piper entertaining us for the evening, there will 
be traditional recitals, and the all-important 
Haggis. A three-course dinner including a “wee 
dram”. To keep costs to a minimum please bring 
your own wine/beer/soft drinks. Tickets will be 
an excellent £14.00. The numbers are limited to 

seventy, so please buy your tickets early to avoid disappointment. Contact 
stpeterslspa@hotmail.co.uk. 
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