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Is Discrimination Fair? 
 

There was no fanfare in early July when the Labour Party withdrew an amendment to the timely Domestic Violence Bill 

that would have amounted in practice to abortion on demand up to week 28. Seemingly, it was withdrawn when the 

Speaker refused to allow it to be debated on the floor of the House and it was deemed that insufficient MPs would have 

backed it and defeat was imminent. It is, perhaps, the first ‘victory’ for the pro life movement and the first ‘defeat for the 

pro abortion/pro choice movement. 
 

Why raise this now, you may ask? I offer it for your consideration because Covid-19 so dominates all aspects of current 

life that legislation could be enacted in Parliament under the cover of otherwise very legitimate legislation that would 

increasingly undermine the rights of unborn humans. Our culture is rightly concerned with discrimination under whatever 

guise it appears and concerned, too, about its removal from our society. Most recently, the perceived down grading of A 

Level markings shown to disadvantage less well off families in favour of more affluent families is one example. The 

Black Lives Matter ‘movement’ resulting from George Floyd’s criminal death in USA is another. And you can, 

yourselves, name many other current issues of discrimination that clamour for attention.  
 

However, I have not yet heard abortion named as an issue of discrimination against another human being. It is usually 

referred to as a ‘procedure’, a matter of a ‘right to health care’ and, of course, a ‘woman’s right to choose’.  

‘Pro abortion/Pro choice’ groups seem to manage to get a voice heard. Pictures of distressed cats, dogs and donkeys can 

be openly displayed on our TV screens. Yet to display images of the unborn aborted child are forbidden and are banned in 

all aspects of the media. Is this not discrimination against those who want to support life from womb to tomb and who 

feel silenced by a society that often seeks the ‘perfect’ human’? Is it not itself discrimination against truth itself? To even 

stand quietly and to pray outside abortion clinics arouses fierce opposition and local legislation. Bpas say that protesters 

outside abortion clinics have a “profoundly negative impact on women seeking healthcare”. What do you think? 
 

“The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is for good men (women) to do nothing” (Edmund Burke). I pose a 

question as to when was the last time you heard any meaningful challenge from ‘our’ church on this matter? The 

challenge against this recent Labour Party amendment came solely from MPs. If we have become quiet, is there perhaps 

some reason that I have missed? Even at election time, is does not emerge as a really important issue. I have heard 

explanations for this: ‘because it is only one issue among many’ or ‘nothing will change anyway’. Yet is not 

discrimination against life itself endorsing discrimination in every other aspect of life? And if the fundamental right to life 

is denied, can any other human right find its place?  “Out of sight, out of mind” comes to my mind here. Perhaps our 

failure to protect the most vulnerable in our world has more a widespread effect than we imagine.  
 

Since 1967, this is an issue that has not gone away, witnessed to by the recent failed amendments in parliament. 

Discrimination against the unborn – or am I permitted to refer to abortion as ‘discrimination’? - will not diminish but will 

accelerate as science finds new ways of  discovering ‘defects’ in the unborn, ‘defects’ which will surely lead to further 

and increased numbers of abortions.   
 

I wonder if you have a view on this and whether you have ever shared this opinion with others or, indeed, whether you 

considered that it was a ‘safe’ topic for adult conversation and adult listening. 
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Mass streamed live from St Anne’s using fb.me/stanneswappenbury 
Please see diary below for this week’s timings of Mass and Prayer Services 

I hope that celebrating with me for this short service gives you a feeling of community which still remains for all of us. 
Sunday 16 August   
 

Monday 17 August 
Tuesday 18 August 
Wednesday 19 August 
 

 

Thursday 20 August 
Friday 21 August 
Saturday 22 August 
 

Sunday 23 August 
 

  9.30am 
11.00am 
  9.30am 
  9.30am 
  9.30am 
  7.00pm 
 

  9.30am 
  9.30am 
  9.30am 
  
 9.30am 
11.00am 

Wappenbury (live stream) 
Princethorpe Chapel 
Wappenbury(live stream) 
Wappenbury (live stream) 
Wappenbury(live stream) 
Prayer Meeting via Zoom- see 

information below 
Wappenbury(live stream) 
Wappenbury(live stream) 
Wappenbury (live stream) 

 
Wappenbury (live stream) 
Princethorpe Chapel 

Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
See ‘Re-opening’…  below 
 

 

St John Eudes, priest 
 

 

St Bernard, abbot – Doctor of the Church 
St Pius X, Pope 
The Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
 
See ‘Re-opening’…  below 

 

 

Masses streamed throughout the Archdiocese and elsewhere 
You can follow these on 
https://www.mcnmedia.tv/camera/st-chads-cathedral-birmingham 

Mass streamed live on weekdays and Sundays.  
For other Masses  
https://www.mcnmedia.tv/cameras/county/warwickshire 

Mass and Evening Prayer streamed live each day from Sacred Heart Church Cork 
https://www.mscmissions.ie/spirituality/sacred-heart-live-services/ 

Music and Reflective Resources for reflection from the Emmaus Retreat Centre Dublin 
https://www.emmausproductions.com/special-feature/spiritual-comfort-for-troubled-times-holy-week-2020/ 

 

Parish Community Evening Prayer 
You can now join with me and other parishioners for a short evening prayer on Wednesday evening at 7.00pm.  This prayer 

will last about twenty minutes. A copy of the evening prayer will be sent out prior to the meeting. If you have not joined me 

up to now, please let me know so that I can send you the prayer. 
 

To join in this prayer, you will need to be using ZOOM.   
 

The ID for the meeting on all Wednesdays is 712 2754 0982 with the password 0(zero)YQRdf – note new ID 
 

Re-Opening of Churches 
St Anne’s will remain closed for the time being. Cleaning of the church will begin on Monday 17 August for a period of 

about two weeks. 
 

Mass will be celebrated at Princethorpe at 11.00am for a trial period of six weeks from 26 July. It will be for limited 

numbers and will be reviewed on 19 August. You MUST refer to the “Conditions for Attendance at Mass” on the website 

(and sent to all recently). We will continue to be obliged to honour social distancing. Your safety and mine is of paramount 

consideration.  
 

The obligation to attend Sunday Mass remains suspended. 
 

In the meantime, in so far as legislation permits, you are welcome to come and enjoy the garden at St Anne’s, to visit the 

cemetery and, insofar as is permitted by the civil authorities, to stay for a chat on the terrace, with appropriate distancing. 

Those who are shielding and those caring for vulnerable people need to be especially careful. I will continue to stream Mass 

live each day at 9.30am. It is uplifting that the numbers joining each day increase. 
 

HELP, HELP, HELP, HELP - Shoe-Boxes 2020 – Bars Of Soap Appeal – Please Remember If You Can  
Please, please you could consider buying any type of solid bars of soap when you are ordering on-line or out shopping 

please do so. Any gifts can be left in Teddy’s porch – no need to ring the door bell just drop off the bag. All donations will 

be passed to Pam and the team. Thank you. 
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Sunday Collections – Are You Able To Help? 
It is becoming increasingly obvious now that the closure of churches has impacted badly on very many churches and on 

some clergy. Very many churches depend heavily on Sunday cash collections. Your generosity has enabled St Anne’s to 

manage throughout the closure.    
 

Thank you to those of you, despite financial difficulties, who have continued your weekly Sunday collection offerings. In 

these trying times St Anne’s parish still has outgoing expenses to cover. 
 

DD and SO provide the advantage that you continue to contribute directly; for this, I remain grateful. Details about Standing 

Orders, Direct Debits and Gift Aid can be found on the diocesan website - 

https://www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/FAQs/standing-order-gift-aid  
You can contribute by cheque, if you still use them, or through BACS if that is your preferred way. For BACS, the details 

are: National Westminster Bank Sort Code 60-02-35 - Account number 67502784 – Please reference your surname/name of 

bank. 

 

Princethorpe College - Vacancy 

Cleaner – Princethorpe College is seeking to recruit a school cleaner, for an immediate start, to clean designated areas of the 

school premises to ensure that they are kept in a clean and hygienic condition. This is a part time post for three hours a day, 

from noon – 3.00pm, Monday to Friday, term time only. Other working patterns, casual or a fixed term contract will be 

considered. 

Closing date for receipt of applications: 12noon Monday 24 August 2020. 

Applications -https://www.princethorpe.co.uk/?title=Join+Us&pid=1185&vacancyid=1723 or call the College on 01926 

634200 for further information. 

 

Please remember especially in your prayers this week – let us not tire of praying 
Denis and Kate MacDaid who celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary on Friday 14 August. Congratulations to Denis 

and Kate. 
Young adults who received their A Level results last week. 
Jim and Anne whose young baby is undergoing tests in hospital in Ireland. Hold their wider family in your prayers. 
Bill, as he continues his recovery from six weeks of treatment. Hold Bill and Yvonne in your prayers. 
Yvonne and Jade. Jade is quite unwell at present. Yvonne has recently retired from Our Lady’s School. 
School and College leadership as they prepare to welcome pupils back to school soon. 
Claire as she settles in her new home up north.  
Fr Dan O’Connor MSC RIP who died peacefully in Cork recently. Fr Dan was headmaster at Princethorpe College for six 

years and devoted many years to teaching at the College. Pray for his family and MSC colleagues. 
Glen (68) who died recently. Hold his family together with Sue, Jo and Maddie in your prayers. 
Fr Jose Dore Chicas MSC (45) RIP who died in Guatemala ten days after contacting Covid-19. 
MSC Priests from the Belgian and USA Provinces of the MSCs who have died because of coronavirus. 
George Doull RIP, who died recently. Please pray for his wife Susan and young children Alice and Joe 
Patrick Horgan (76) RIP who died unexpectedly and peacefully recently.  Hold his family in your prayers. Pray for Jo, his 

very close friend. 
Paddy Mernagh RIP Pray for Bridget (wife) and children  Peter, Seamus, Dermot, Ray, Denise and Louise  
Di, awaiting further tests. 
All those people who put the lives of others and their own lifestyles before their own in whatever branch of community life 

they work. 
Remember also, and especially, those who have been shielding now for a long time 
Sue, waiting for a date for her re-arranged operation. Hold Sue’s family in your prayers. 
Tom who is undergoing treatment for prostate cancer. 
Sean who is unwell at present. 
Stephen, friend of Milena’s, who has had some setbacks in his preparation for treatment. Pray for Melina and her 

colleagues. 
Melanie, a young girl who struggles with identity. Pray for her family and friends as they present support. 
Anastasia as she is cared for at home. 
Eileen who is being cared for in a rest home in Leamington. 
Wolfgang, Chrissie’s father, who died recently.  
Alice whose Lupus has returned.  
Liz’s mum who is unwell. 
Peter Power and family. 
Alice, sister to Jimmy Murray, who has been ill and is now recovering at home. 
Members of the medical profession who have died while ministering to those ill with coronavirus. 
Parishioners who have been diagnosed with coronavirus. 
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Continue praying for 
Parishioners with underlying medical problems of varying kinds and for whom this present viral situation induces 

increased anxiety. Pray for patience for all as times moves on. 
Our medical staff – some members of this parish are actively engaged on the front line in our hospitals. 
John whose family has asked for prayers. 
Domonkos Kordas (14) who has lost sight in one eye. Pray for him and family and friends. His parents work on the front 

line. 
Steve, who continues to receive treatment. 
Elizabeth and Neville Compton, sister and brother-in-law of Margaret Simmons. 
John (75) diagnosed with bladder cancer. 
All elderly parents of parishioners. 
Elizabeth who has been diagnosed with a long term illness and is improving. She has had some good news recently. 
Paul, a paramedic friend of Kathy Bond, Stretton on Dunsmore, seriously ill in University Hospital, Coventry. 
Marc, who is seriously ill. 
Keren and her husband. Keren is a member of Princethorpe College staff. 
Karen, waiting results of an exploratory investigation. 
Linda, Stretton on Dunsmore, who is recovering at home. Thank you for your continued prayers. 
Carolyn whose daughter is experiencing on-going mental health difficulties. 
Roisin and Niamh, as they cope with difficult health problems. Their health problems are on-going. 
Linda, who is recovering from the effects of her treatment for cancer. 
Louise, suffering from various cancers. 
Lucy (29), who is suffering from bacterial meningitis and is unable to digest food. 
Eileen, friend of Mary Hewitt who is suffering from cancer. 
Harry (23), who has undergone serious heart surgery and is returning to work. 
Seamus, who suffers from prostate cancer. Hold Seamus' family and friends in your prayers. 
Michele, who has some serious health issues. 
Kathy, who is recuperating after her successful operation. 
Lola (29), who has been ill for most of her life and is again very ill. 
Rose, who has severe mental health problems. 
Frank 
Carolyn, who is ill with breast cancer.  
Mildred (87) RIP (Ryton on Dunsmore)  
Betty Lucas RIP  
Kay RIP, aunt to Yvonne. 
Peter Morgan RIP, father of Helen Morgan, a member of staff at Princethorpe College. 
Antonio (80) RIP who died recently. 
Thomas Duffy RIP 
Pauline RIP. 
Chris Smart (77) RIP   
Con McCorriston (88) RIP 
Darren RIP 
Joan (91) RIP 
Myrtle Forster (64) RIP 
Joan and Sister RIP 
Bob RIP 
Maria Ramsay (76) RIP 
Mont RIP 
John RIP 

 


