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10.01.2021 – Feast of the Baptism of the Lord 
 

Welcome to guests visitors and parishioners. 
 

This Sunday marks a transition from the Christmas Season to Ordinary Time. In a way, this feast is the high point of the Christmas 

Season. Before Jesus’s birth, angels announced to Mary and to Joseph who Jesus would be. At his birth, the shepherds and the 

Magi recognise Jesus as the Messiah. At his baptism, Jesus accepts that he is God’s Son and inaugurates that Mission. 

The Father anoints his beloved son, Jesus, with the Holy Spirit and with power, to bring healing and peace to all the nations. 
 

Masses & Intentions 
 

Saturday 09  

 5.30pm  Judy & Mike Brown (Intentions)  
 

Sunday 10  Feast of the Baptism of the Lord 

10.00am Jeanette Oubridge (Intentions) 
 

~ End of Christmas Season, Beginning of Ordinary Time ~ 
 

Monday 11  Feria in Ordinary Time 

  St. Mary’s Primary School 
 

Tuesday 12  Feria in Ordinary Time 

   Fr. John Laybourn (Intentions) 
 

Wednesday 13 Feria in Ordinary Time 

  Eucharistic Adoration 

  Chris Johnson (Intentions)  
 

Thursday 14  Feria in Ordinary Time 

                         John Plant RIP  
 

Friday 15 Feria in Ordinary Time   

  Kay Griffin RIP 

Saturday 16  Feria in Ordinary Time   

5.30pm  The Griffin Family (Intentions) 
 

Sunday  17  Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 10.00am Kay Griffin RIP (Rosary Group) 
 

The Baptism of Jesus (Mark 1:7-11): What can Jesus 

have experienced at his baptism? It is described as ‘the 

heavens torn apart’, a voice, and the Spirit coming down 

like a dove. It must have given him the experience of being 

treasured, being embraced by the Person whom he called 

‘Father’. But he is given a task too, for the Spirit of God is 

an empowering Spirit. It must have felt like a new impetus, 

a thrill of challenge, a surge of energy and opportunity, an 

exciting new task. In this new Spirit he went out to bring 

the good news of peace, gradually gathering his 

community and spreading God’s healing love by his 

personality, his teaching and his healing. This is the power 

which baptism has given to us also, to bring God’s healing 

and God’s love, to build a community of love which 

reflects and extends God’s own love. Jesus must have been 

daunted by the task. He knew it would test him to the limit 

of his endurance, but he knew he had received the Power 

of God and put his trust in his Father. He never promised 

us at baptism that it would be easy to live as Christians, but 

he did promise us that he would give us the surge of 

strength and power which is the Holy Spirit.  

How has your baptism empowered you? Dom Henry Wansbrough OSB                                                                                                                        

           

Pax Christi: Next Sunday there will be a voluntary Second 

Collection for Pax Christi. 
 

 

 

Cancellation of Weekday Masses 

With the number of Covid infections and hospital admissions 

rising at an alarming rate at the moment and our stewards feeling 

rather concerned, there will be NO PUBLIC MASSES during 

the week until further notice.  

The weekend Masses on Saturdays at 5.30pm and Sundays at 

10.00am will continue as normal.  
 

Liturgical Readings in 2021 

On Sundays, Readings are taken from Year B. 
 

On weekdays, Readings are taken from Year 1 
 

 

Gospel of St. Mark 
 

On most Sundays this year we will hear St. Mark’s Gospel 

read during Mass.   

Mark’s main interest is in the person of Jesus himself. He 

follows Jesus through his public ministry in Galilee, outside 

Galilee and finally Jerusalem itself immediately before the 

passion. The crisis is reached when the fundamental question 

is posed to the disciples: ‘Who do you say I am?’ Peter’s 

confession is, therefore, at the heart of Mark’s Gospel. In the 

year of Mark, the Lectionary observes faithfully the structure 

and message of the gospel itself. One important peculiarity is 

that the Lectionary includes a major insert from the Gospel of 

John (Sundays 17-21: John 6 – the sermon on the ‘Bread of 

Life’). This fits well into the part of Mark’s Gospel, which is 

concerned with Jesus’ revelation of himself. 
 

Pope’s Prayer Intention for January (Human Fraternity): May 

the Lord give us the grace to live in full fellowship with our 

brothers and sisters of other religions, praying for one another, 

open to all. 
 

Sick: Please pray for all those who are unwell at this time, 

especially all those who are affected by Covid-19, those who are 

in isolation and all who help / take care of them as well as all 

those who serve our communities in frontline jobs.  
 

RIP: Please pray for George Derek Watson, Stacy Reed, 

Kay Griffin, Kathleen Healy and all those who died recently 

and for all the faithful departed. May they all, through the mercy 
of God, rest in peace. Amen  
 

 

George Derek Watson RIP: It is with great sadness we 

learnt that George Derek Watson, father of Jenny Maynard 

died in Worcester Royal Hospital on Christmas Day. The 

funeral is taking place on Tuesday 19th January in Worcester. 

Let us remember him and the bereaved family in our prayers. 
 

Sanctuary Lamp: The Sanctuary Lamp burns 
this week in loving memory of the late Maurice 
Griffin RIP. May God be grant him eternal rest!  
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Sunday of the Word of God: Pope Francis instituted 'The 

Sunday of the Word of God' to be held every year on the third 

Sunday of Ordinary Time, with the Apostolic Letter in the 

form of a Motu proprio "Aperuit illis" issued on 30 

September 2019. Accordingly, Sunday 24th January will be 

observed as ‘Sunday of the Word of God’. 
 

Telephone support: Some of our parishioners are supporting 

each other by telephone. Please phone 811703 (Shirley) or 

email (shirley@shirleyrush8.plus.com) if you want a chat or 

to receive calls or if you would like to join those who are 

calling others 
 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter 

Online Marriage Enrichment Experience with Bishop David Evans 

on January 30th-31st 2021 

 An opportunity for couples to enrich their relationship, regardless 

of the length of time they have been together. 

Couples can explore their relationship and gain a deeper 

understanding of the Sacrament of Marriage. 

Other dates for 2021 - 20th-21st March & 15th-16th May 

 To find out more visit https://wwme.org.uk/ or call 0845 2602016 
 

Marriage and Family Life: Alliance of Catholic Marriage 

Organizations is formed of many organizations that support couples 

at all stages of their relationship from marriage preparation to 

marriage enrichment as well as when marriages experience 

difficulties. 

All of these organizations have adapted how they support couples 

and are now able to remotely provide their services online. 

Couples preparing for marriage, please be assured that Marriage 

Care & Engaged Encounter are still providing marriage preparation 

courses online during the pandemic. 
 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 2021: The Week of 

Prayer for Christian Unity is traditionally observed from the 

18 - 25 January – the octave of St. Peter and St. Paul. 

However, some areas observe it at Pentecost or some other 

time. 
 

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity in 2021 has been 

prepared by the Monastic Community of Grandchamp in 

Switzerland. The theme that was chosen, “Abide in my love and 

you shall bear much fruit”, is based on John 15:1-17 and 

expresses Grandchamp Community’s vocation to prayer, 

reconciliation and unity in the Church and the human family. 

Today the community has fifty sisters, all women from 

different generations, Church traditions, countries and 

continents. In their diversity the sisters are a living parable of 

communion. They remain faithful to a life of prayer, life in 

community and the welcoming of guests. The sisters share the 

grace of their monastic life with visitors and volunteers who go 

to Grandchamp for a time of retreat, silence, healing or in search 

of meaning. 

For 2021, the sisters are inviting churches across the 

world to enter into their tradition of prayer and silence that is 

rooted in the ancient traditions of the Church catholic. 
 

Office administrator vacancy: Friends of The Holy Land, a 

Christian Charity, is seeking an Office Administrator. This salaried 

position is important for our future growth and directly 

supports the Office Manager. Duties include 

maintaining the database, responding to enquiries, managing 

post/emails and sending out materials. The successful candidate 

will have good verbal and written communication skills, a strong 

ability to multi-task and be comfortable with the use of IT 

(particularly MS Office). The hours/days are negotiable – min. 20 

hrs per week Mon-Fri. In the current pandemic, some work can be 

done at home. Normally, the work is conducted from our 

Kenilworth office. Please contact Jen Hill with your CV and 

covering letter by 25th Jan at: office@friendsoftheholyland.org.uk 
 

The Feast of the Baptism of the Lord 
 

The mystery of Christ’s baptism in the Jordan by St John, the 

Precursor, proposes the contemplation of an already adult Jesus. 

This mystery is infinitely linked to the Solemnities of the Lord’s 

birth and the Epiphany that we have just celebrated, as in some 

ways it takes up and represents their significance to us. 

At Christmas we have contemplated the human birth of the 

Word incarnate by the Virgin Mary. In the 4th century, the 

Fathers of the Church deepened the understanding of the faith 

with regard to the Christmas mystery in the light of Jesus’ 

Humanity. They spoke of the Incarnation of the Word already 

working like the ‘Christification’ of that humanity that he had 

assumed from His mother. Or put in simpler terms: Jesus is the 

Christ from the first instant of conception in Mary’s spotless 

womb because He Himself, with His Divine Power, consecrated, 

anointed and ‘Christified’ that human nature with which He 

became incarnate. 
 

In the mystery of the Epiphany, we then meditated on Christ’s 

manifestation to all nations that was represented by the Magi, 

the wise men from the East, who came to adore the Child. 
 

Now, in the mystery of Christ’s Baptism in the Jordan River, we 

again encounter and represent the truth of the Lord’s incarnation 

and His manifestation as the Christ. Jesus’ Baptism is in fact His 

definitive manifestation as the Messiah or Christ to Israel, and 

as the Son of the Father to the entire world. Here we find the 

dimension of the Epiphany which was His manifestation to all 

nations. The Father’s voice from heaven shows that Jesus of 

Nazareth is the eternal Son and the descent of the Holy Spirit in 

the form of a dove shows the Trinitarian nature of the Christian 

God. The true and unique God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

shows Himself in Christ, through Him, with Him and in Him.  
 

The Baptism in the Jordan returns to the 

great Christmas theme of 

‘Christification,’ Jesus of Nazareth's 

spiritual anointing, His presentation as the 

Anointed One par excellence, the 

Messiah or the One sent by the Father for 

the salvation of mankind. The Spirit that 

descended on Jesus shows and seals in an 

incontrovertible way the ‘Christification’ 

of Jesus’ humanity that the Word had 

already fulfilled from the first moment of 

His miraculous conception by Mary. Jesus, from the very 

beginning, was always the Lord’s Christ, He was always God. 

Yet, His one, true humanity, that which is perfect in every way, 

as the Gospel records, constantly grew in natural and 

supernatural perfection. ‘And Jesus increased in wisdom, in 

stature, and in favour with God and with men’ (Lk2:52). In 

Israel at 30 years of age, one reached full maturity and therefore 

could become a master. Jesus came of age and the Spirit, 

descending and remaining on Him, definitively consecrated His 

whole being as the Christ. 
 

The same Spirit, that descended on the water of the River Jordan 

wafted over the waters during the first creation (Gen 1:2). 

Therefore, the Baptism in the Jordan presents yet another truth: 

that Jesus has started a new creation. He is the second man (1 

Cor 15:47) or the last Adam (1 Cor 15:45), that comes to repair 

the first Adam’s guilt. He does this as the Lamb of God that takes 

away our sins. ‘Looking at the events in light of the Cross and 

Resurrection, the Christian people realised what happened: 

Jesus loaded the burden of all mankind’s guilt upon His 
shoulders; he bore it down into the depths of the Jordan. He 

inaugurated his public activity by stepping into the place of 

sinners’ (Joseph Ratzinger, Jesus of Nazareth, Bloomsbury 

2007, p 18).                                                                      www.catholicculture.org 
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