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06.06.2021 – Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ (Corpus Christi) 
 

Welcome to guests visitors and parishioners. 
 

The Blood of the Covenant 
The old covenant was sealed with the blood of the sacrifice which Moses sprinkled on the people. The new covenant was sealed 

with the blood of Christ who offered himself as a perfect sacrifice to God.
 

Masses & Intentions  
 

Saturday 05 Vigil – Solemnity of the Most Holy Body                      
and Blood of Christ (Corpus Christi) 
5. 30pm  People of the Parish    

Sunday 06 Solemnity of the Most Holy Body  
                                     and Blood of Christ (Corpus Christi) 
8.30am  Holy Souls. 
10.00am Canon Peter Taylor RIP (Ordination Anniversary) 
 

~~~ 5.00PM – 6.00PM HOLY HOUR ~~~ 
 

Monday 07 Feria in Ordinary Time 
9.15am  Children, Youth, Teachers & Families.  
11.00am Funeral: Margaret Guillard RIP 
Tuesday 08 Feria in Ordinary Time 
9.15am Frank & Julie Vials  
Wednesday 09  Feria in Ordinary Time 
7.00pm Frances & Chris Gillespie (Birthday) 
Thursday 10  Feria in Ordinary Time 
9.15am  Joseph Hegarty & Hegarty Family Intentions 
Friday 11 Solemnity of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus 

9.15am  Deacons, Priests, Bishops & Vocations  
Saturday 12 Memorial of the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
10.00am For Renewal in Parishes 
 

5.30pm  People of the Parish 
 

Sunday  13 Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
8.30am  Covid Victims & Front-Line Workers 
10.00am Deacons, Priests, Religious and Bishops    

 

A New Partnership (Mark 14:12-16.22-26): The original Old 
Testament covenant was sealed by a death and by the sharing of 
the blood between God (signified by the altar) and his people as 
a sign of new life (see today’s first reading). Israel broke that 
covenant by persistently refusing to keep true to the way of life 
which the covenant enshrined. Now Jesus’ new covenant 
engages us in a new alliance and gives us new life. The story 
told in this reading is the warranty and guarantee that, each time 
we receive the Body and Blood of Christ, we are bound anew 
into his covenant. The story is told in almost exactly similar 
terms in each of the first three gospels and in Paul’s first letter 
to the Corinthians. It must have been learnt and repeated by 
heart. There is just enough difference to show that Mark and 
Matthew reflect the tradition of the Hebrew communities, while 
Paul and Luke reflect the tradition of the Greek-speaking 
communities. This narrative must have been repeated again and 
again from the very first years of Christianity. Each time we 
repeat these words ‘This is my body. This is my blood’, we are 
entering again into Jesus’ covenant. There should be a health 
warning. The Mass is a serious business: are you ready to 
commit yourself to the Kingdom, to engage in a new and 
personal alliance with Christ and to live your life in Him?  
 

What obligations do we take on by receiving the Eucharist? 
                                                                      Dom Henry Wansbrough OSB                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
 
 

Let us gather in prayerful silence,  
and be encouraged “to speak to God before Mass 

and speak to your neighbour/s after Mass. 
 

May Procession: THANK YOU to our Parish Children’s 
Liturgy Team for organizing this event in our church last 
Sunday. THANK YOU too for all who helped in many ways to 
organise it. May Mary our mother be with us along the way, 
guide every step we take and lead us to Jesus her son. 
 
 

First Holy Communion 2021: A warm welcome to all of you 
as Children from our parish attending non-Catholic schools are 
making their First Holy Communion this Sunday 6th June, the 
Solemnity of Corpus Christi at the 10.00am Mass. 
 

Please pray for them and their families. May we always be 
grateful and reverent to this sublime gift of our Lord. 
 
 

Holy Hour and Reflection for Corpus Christi: We have been 
encouraged to organize a ‘Holy Hour’ on the Solemnity of 
Corpus Christi and reflect on and pray about “The Day of the 
Lord” and the centrality of the Sunday Mass in our Catholic 
lives.   
  Accordingly, we have organised the Holy Hour on 
Sunday 6th June between 5.00pm and 6.00pm. Apologies for 
the late notice. Hope that many of you will be able to take part 
in it. 
 
 

Fair Tax Week, 5-13 June 2021: Fair Tax Week will run from 
5 to 13 June, with Tax Justice Sunday on 6 June. Resources are 
available on the CATJ website for worship on that day: 
www.catj.org.uk 
 

Community Sponsorship Event: The government has just 
announced a long-term future for Community Sponsorship of 
refugees – a national scheme co-designed and piloted by 
Catholic parishes. All are invited to join a national Catholic 
celebration of the scheme via Zoom on 14 June at 6:00pm co-
hosted by Caritas Social Action Network(CSAN) and Reset. 
  

CSAN is the official agency for Catholic social action in 
England and Wales. Reset is the scheme’s national training 
provider. Find out how you can get involved and hear from 
refugees and parishes about its transformative impact. To 
register visit:  www.communitysponsorship.org.uk/events 
  

For further information on the event please do contact CSAN 
via: sean.ryan@csan.org.uk 
 

Diocesan Vision: Unfolding God’s Plan: We are pleased to let 
you know that next weekend (12/13 June) a Pastoral Letter from 
Archbishop Bernard will be read out and/or made available at all 
Masses. 
  

The Pastoral Letter is focused on the Diocesan Vision: 
Unfolding God’s Plan. The Archbishop will introduce the 



Vision and how we intend to move forward as an Archdiocese 
over the coming years. 
  

As we make a fresh beginning after more than a year of 
lockdowns and restrictions, our aim is for clergy and the lay 
faithful to work closely to create vibrant communities of faith, 
joyful in their service of God and neighbour. 
  

The Letter will be accompanied by a prayer card and will also 
be available in audio and video format via the diocesan website, 
for which details will be given next week. 
 
 
 

RIP: Please pray for Kathleen Gilmour (who died on 
Thursday May 6), Margaret Gillard (who died on 6th May), 
Sharon Sawaya (Sr. Sharon’s sister) and all those who died 
recently and for all the faithful departed. May they all, through 
the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen. May the grieving 
families be strengthened and supported by our thoughts and 
prayers. 

Funeral Arrangements 
The funeral of the Late Margaret Guillard RIP will take 
place in our church on Monday 7th June at 11.00am. 
 

Let us pray for the repose of their souls and for their grieving 
families.  
 

Pope’s Prayer Intention for June 
The Beauty of Marriage: Let us pray for young people who are 
preparing for marriage with the support of a Christian 
community: may they grow in love, with generosity, faithfulness 
and patience.    
 

Month of June: Month of the Sacred Heart: By tradition, the 
Catholic Church dedicates each month of the year to a particular 
devotion. In June, it is the Sacred Heart of Jesus (the feast is on 
Friday June 11th). The Sacred Heart represents Christ's love for 
all mankind, and our devotion to it is an expression of our faith in 
His mercy! 
 
 

Offertory Collection 
Gift Aid £35.00: Non-Gift Aid £53.20 Total: £88.20  

(NB: The above figure does not include those paid online  
or by Direct Debit) 

Piety: 14.50 
Thank you very much for your generosity. 

 

Telephone support: Some of our parishioners are supporting 
each other by telephone. Please phone 811703 (Shirley) or email 
(shirley@shirleyrush8.plus.com) if you want a chat or to receive 
calls or if you would like to join those who are calling others. 
 

The Sower: The Pentecost 2021 edition of the News from the 
Archdiocese of Birmingham is available in our church. Please 
pick up your copies from this weekend. 
 

Charitable Giving during Covid 19: Several charitable 
organisations and NGO’s have involved in raising funds to help 
the needy and disadvantaged within our country and further 
afield. The leading Catholic charities such as Cafod and Aid to 
the Church in Need (CAN) are likely to do so. Please check and 
donate online.  

Parishioners intending to make donations for these 
causes, may also do so through the parish. If you do, please 
indicate this clearly on your envelopes. 
 

Weekly Rosary: We are very grateful to Shirley Rush for 
organising Rosary via zoom on Thursdays at 7.30pm. All are 
welcome.   
You can use the same link each week to join which is: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9792463880?pwd=UUFGSWJCOH
dnQ01sRDFVY1dMR01TZz09  
 
 

Sign of Peace: We are aware that since the beginning of the 
pandemic the ‘Sign of Peace’ at Mass has been suspended. 
However, the guidelines indicate that at the Sacrament of 

Confirmation, the Sacrament of the Sick and at the Sacrament of 
Ordination, peace is offered by ‘Gesture without touch’. If you 
watched the Ordinations of priests and bishops at St. Chad’s 
Cathedral last summer, you will be familiar with it. 

At our weekday Masses, this is done effectively and 
successfully, (by bowing to the person/s next to you with 
joined hands). If the members of the congregations at the 
weekend Masses are willing to do so without inconvenience, the 
‘sign of peace’ can be considered. 

If members of the congregation could kindly refrain 
from ‘waving hands’ and adopt Gestures without touch for the 
sign of peace, it will be very much appreciated. 
 

The Solemnity of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus (Latin:  
Sollemnitas Sacratissimi Cordis Iesu) is a solemnity in 
the liturgical calendar of the Roman Catholic Church. It falls on 
the Friday that follows the second Sunday after Pentecost[1] (i.e., 
at the First Friday after the former octave of that feast). The 
devotion to the Sacred Heart is one of the most widely practiced 
and well known Catholic devotions, taking Jesus Christ's 
physical heart as the representation of his divine love for 
humanity. 
 

Background: Devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus can be 
clearly traced back at least to the eleventh century. It marked the 
spirituality of Saint Bernard of Clairvaux in the twelfth century 
and of Saint Bonaventure and St. Gertrude the Great in the 
thirteenth. The beginnings of a devotion toward the love of God 
as symbolized by the heart of Jesus are found even in the fathers 
of the Church, including Origen, Saint Ambrose, Saint Jerome, 
Saint Augustine of Hippo, Saint Hippolytus of Rome, 
Saint Irenaeus, Saint Justin Martyr and Saint Cyprian, who used 
in this regard John 7:37-39 and John 19:33-37.  
 

History: The first liturgical feast of the Sacred Heart was 
celebrated, with episcopal approval, on 31 August 1670, in the 
major seminary of Rennes, France, through the efforts of 
Saint John Eudes. The Mass and Office composed by this saint 
were adopted elsewhere also, especially in connection with the 
spread of devotion to the Sacred Heart following on the 
revelations to Saint Margaret Mary Alacoque and Blessed Mary 
of the Divine Heart Droste zu Vischering. 
 

A Mass of the Sacred Heart won papal approval for use in 
Poland and Portugal in 1765, and another was approved for 
Venice, Austria and Spain in 1788. Finally, in 1856, Pope Pius 
IX established the Feast of the Sacred Heart as obligatory for the 
whole Church, to be celebrated on the Friday after 
the Octave of Corpus Christi. In June 1889, Leo XIII raised the 
feast to the dignity of the first class. In 1928, Pope Pius XI raised 
the feast to the highest rank, Double of the First Class, and added 
an octave; the 1955 reforms of the general Roman calendar 
suppressed this octave and removed most other octaves. 
 

The Mass prayers and readings approved on that occasion were 
replaced with new texts in 1929, and the Roman 
Missal published in 1970 provided three sets of prayers and 
readings, one for each year of the three-year liturgical cycle. 
 

Priests may use this Mass, celebrated with white vestments, as 
a Votive Mass on other days also, especially on the first Friday 
of each month (unless falling on a day of higher rank). On this 
first Fridays it is also common to hold an Eucharistic 
adoration for a few hours (see First Friday devotion). 
 

In Austria and South Tyrol, the so-called Sacred Heart Sunday, 
that is the Sunday after the Feast of the Sacred Heart, is also 
celebrated. Numerous processions take place on this day. Sacred 
Heart Fires are lit in the Bozen area, among others. 
 



Since 2002, the Solemnity of the Sacred Heart of Jesus is also a 
special Day of Prayer for the Sanctification of Priests. In 2009, 
the feast marked the beginning of a "Year for Priests".  

(Cf Wikipedia) 


