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13.06.2021 – Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Welcome to guests, visitors and parishioners. 
Let us gather in prayerful silence, and be encouraged “to speak to God before Mass and to our neighbour/s after Mass. 

 

The Cedar of Lebanon 

The Church of Christ is like a tree that God planted in the world. From the smallest of seeds, it became the noblest of trees and 

filled the earth. We are like the birds of the air who make their home in him.
 

Masses & Intentions  
 

Saturday 12 Vigil – Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time         

5. 30pm  People of the Parish    

Sunday 13 Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time        
8.30am  Covid Victims & Front-Line Workers 

10.00am Deacons, Priests, Religious and Bishops 
 

 

Monday 14 Feria in Ordinary Time 

9.15am  Mass 

Tuesday 15 Feria in Ordinary Time 

9.15am Mass  

Wednesday 16  Feria in Ordinary Time (St. Richard of Chichester) 

7.00pm Mass 

Thursday 17  Feria in Ordinary Time 

9.15am  Mass 

Friday 18 Feast of the Dedication of the Cathedral 

9.15am  Deacon Terry Hum & Hum Family. 

Saturday 19 Feria in Ordinary Time 

10.00am For Renewal in Parishes 
 

5.30pm  Deacons, Priests, Religious and Bishops  
 

Sunday  20 Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

8.30am  Covid Victims & Front-Line Workers 

10.00am People of the Parish    

 

The Seed Growing (Mark 4:26-34): Jesus was a countryman, 

from the rich agricultural plains of Galilee, where wheat and 

fruit-trees abounded. It was natural for him to use such imagery 

to describe the Kingship of God which he was proclaiming. 

Today’s gospel reading offers us two of the many images in 

Mark’s chapter of parables. What did Jesus want to teach by 

them? Images can carry many layers of meaning. First, the seed 

growing secretly all the time: perhaps Jesus meant that God’s 

purposes are accomplished in spite of our feeble and fumbling 

efforts; perhaps it was a warning that after long waiting the time 

for decision, the time of harvest had come with Jesus’ own 

mission. Second, the mustard seed: was this a reply to the 

discouraged disciples – or perhaps Jesus’ critical opponents – 

that his motley little group of undistinguished peasants, 

fishermen and tax-collectors would grow into God’s own mighty 

tree? Perhaps this is a first hint that Jesus’ mission is for all 

nations, not just for Israel. All nations would come, nest and find 

a home in the branches of his mission, just as in the first reading 

they nest in the branches of the great cedar tree. At any rate, both 

images show that God is in charge, and has great plans which 

will be fulfilled despite our own inadequacies.  

What does Jesus mean to teach by these parables? More 

specifically, what does Jesus mean by comparing the 

Christian mission to a tree?                                    Dom Henry Wansbrough OSB                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
 

Holy Hour on Corpus Christi Sunday: Thank you to all those 

who were able to take part in the Holy Hour last Sunday. 
 

 

First Holy Communion 2021: Thank you to our parish 

catechists and the families for preparing the children for their 

First Holy Communion last weekend. Let us hope and pray that 

the Eucharistic Lord will bring about the renewal in our lives, 

homes, parish and in the wider community.  
 

Diocesan Vision: Unfolding God’s Plan: This weekend we 

will hear Archbishop Bernard’s Pastoral Letter, introducing the 

Archdiocese’s Vision: Unfolding God’s Plan. Please look out 

for the prayer cards in church, and feel free to share copies with 

those who are unable to come to Mass. 
  

You can find the Pastoral Letter in text, audio and video format 

on the Diocesan website: www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/vision 

Parishioners might also wish to watch the Pastoral Letter on the 

Youtube at: https://youtu.be/7HG32kwVgWU 
 

Day for Life: Next Sunday is the Day for Life. We have been 

asked to place a special emphasis on the ‘Day for Life’ since it 

helps to fund organisations which support the dignity of human 

life and the Church’s teaching.  This is especially important this 

year when a Bill has been introduced into the House of Lords on 

assisted suicide.  Funds made available from the second 

collection, alongside the support of prayer, will assist the 

Church’s campaign to oppose this Bill. 
 

Congratulations: On Friday 18th June, our Deacon Terry Hum 

is celebrating his 21st Anniversary of his Diaconate Ordination. 

Our hearty congratulations to him and thank him for his fruitful 

ministry in & to our parish. May God bless him and his family 

and keep them all in  His love, good health and happiness. 
 

 

RIP: Please pray for all those who died recently and for all 
the faithful departed. May they all, through the mercy of God, 
rest in peace. Amen. May the grieving families be 
strengthened and supported by our thoughts and prayers. 
 

Fair Tax Week, 5-13 June 2021: Fair Tax Week will run from 

5 to 13 June, with Tax Justice Sunday on 6 June. Resources are 

available on the CATJ website for worship on that day: 

www.catj.org.uk 
 

Community Sponsorship Event: The government has just 

announced a long-term future for Community Sponsorship of 

refugees – a national scheme co-designed and piloted by 

Catholic parishes. All are invited to join a national Catholic 

celebration of the scheme via Zoom on 14 June at 6:00pm co-

hosted by Caritas Social Action Network(CSAN) and Reset. 
  

CSAN is the official agency for Catholic social action in 

England and Wales. Reset is the scheme’s national training 

provider. Find out how you can get involved and hear from 

refugees and parishes about its transformative impact. To 

register visit:  www.communitysponsorship.org.uk/events 
  

For further information on the event please do contact CSAN 

via: sean.ryan@csan.org.uk 
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Pope’s Prayer Intention for June 

The Beauty of Marriage: Let us pray for young people who are 

preparing for marriage with the support of a Christian 

community: may they grow in love, with generosity, faithfulness 

and patience.    
 

Month of June: Month of the Sacred Heart: By tradition, the 
Catholic Church dedicates each month of the year to a particular 
devotion. In June, it is the Sacred Heart of Jesus (the feast is on 
Friday June 11th). The Sacred Heart represents Christ's love for 
all mankind, and our devotion to it is an expression of our faith in 
His mercy! 
 

Offertory Collection 
Gift Aid £90.00: Non-Gift Aid £89.50 Total: £179.50  
(NB: The above figure does not include those paid online  

or by Direct Debit) 
Donation: £10.00 

Thank you very much for your generosity. 
 

Telephone support: Some of our parishioners are supporting 

each other by telephone. Please phone 811703 (Shirley) or email 

(shirley@shirleyrush8.plus.com) if you want a chat or to receive 

calls or if you would like to join those who are calling others. 
 

Charitable Giving during Covid 19: Several charitable 

organisations and NGO’s have involved in raising funds to help 

the needy and disadvantaged within our country and further 

afield. The leading Catholic charities such as Cafod and Aid to 

the Church in Need (CAN) are likely to do so. Please check and 

donate online.  

Parishioners intending to make donations for these 

causes, may also do so through the parish. If you do, please 

indicate this clearly on your envelopes. 
 

Weekly Rosary: We are very grateful to Shirley Rush for 

organising Rosary via zoom on Thursdays at 7.30pm. All are 

welcome.   

You can use the same link each week to join which is: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9792463880?pwd=UUFGSWJCOH

dnQ01sRDFVY1dMR01TZz09  
 

Sign of Peace: We are aware that since the beginning of the 

pandemic the ‘Sign of Peace’ at Mass has been suspended. 

However, the guidelines indicate that at the Sacrament of 

Confirmation, the Sacrament of the Sick and at the Sacrament of 

Ordination, peace is offered by ‘Gesture without touch’. If you 

watched the Ordinations of priests and bishops at St. Chad’s 

Cathedral last summer, you will be familiar with it. 

At our weekday Masses, this is done effectively and 

successfully, (by bowing to the person/s next to you with 

joined hands). If the members of the congregations at the 

weekend Masses are willing to do so without inconvenience, the 

‘sign of peace’ can be considered. 

If members of the congregation could kindly refrain 

from ‘waving hands’ and adopt Gestures without touch for the 

sign of peace, it will be very much appreciated. 
 

Children’s Liturgy: We begin the Children’s Liturgy in our 

parish this week. We are very grateful to our Children’s Liturgy 

Team for their eagerness and enthusiasm in sharing the faith and 

helping with the faith formation of our children. May the Holy 

Spirit help us and enlighten us in our faith formation too!  
 

Bidding Prayers: Along with beginning of the Children’s 

Liturgy in our parish this week, the Bidding Prayers will be 

reintroduced in the Mass from this Sunday. 
 

Baptism Team / Group: “This is what I received from the Lord, 

and in turn passed on to you.” (Cor 11:23).  These words from 

St Paul’s account of the last supper give us two significant 

phrases which illuminate our baptismal vocation; ‘Receive’ and 

‘passed on.’  Here St Paul is specifically speaking of the 

Eucharist, but this is true also of our faith.  The gift of faith, 

received in baptism, is the faith of the Church which we receive 

individually, but is something which we are called to pass on to 

others.  What we celebrate in the sacramental life of the Church 

we are commissioned by our baptism to pass on to others by the 

witness to our living faith. (From the ‘Reflection for a Holy 

Hour on Corpus Christi’). 
 

Bearing this in mind I am appealing for volunteers to form a 

team and help parents and families when they ask for baptism, 

to instruct and guide them in the ways of faith. This is both for a 

meaningful celebration of the Sacrament itself and for living of 

the faith received following the reception of the Sacrament. 

Anyone interested, please speak to Fr. Arul.  
 

Dedication of St. Chad’s Cathedral: The Cathedral of St. Chad 

was built by Bishop Thomas Walsh, Vicar Apostolic of the 

Midland District, and designed by Augustus Welby Pugin. The 

first stone was laid on 29 October 1839 and the Cathedral was 

opened and consecrated on 21 June 1841. It was the first 

Catholic Cathedral built in England since the Reformation and 

it became the principal church of the Diocese of Birmingham 

when Pope Pius IX restored the English Hierarchy in 1850. In 

1911 St. Chad’s became a Metropolitan Cathedral when the 

Province of Birmingham was created by St. Pius X with 

Birmingham as its Archbishopric. The Cathedral was created a 

Minor Basilica by Pope Pius XII on the occasion of its centenary 

in 1941. 
 

St. Richard of Chichester: Bishop and leading figure in 

England during his era, also called Richard de Wyche. Born at 

Wyche, Worcestershire, England, he was orphaned while a 

young lad, managed to regain his fortune which had been 

mismanaged by others, and received an excellent education at 

Oxford, Paris, and Bologna, Italy. At Oxford, he studied under 

the famous Robert Grossteste and became friends with St. 

Edmund Rich. He earned a doctorate in law from the University 

of Bologna.  

He was appointed chancellor of Oxford in 1235 and 

then chancellor to Edmund Rich, who by now was archbishop of 

Canterbury. After accompanying Edmund into retirement at the 

Cistercian abbey of Pontigny, France, he departed the 

community upon Edmund's death, taught at the Dominican 

house in Orkans, and was ordained there in 1243. Upon going 

home to England, he was named chancellor to Edmund's 

successor, St. Boniface of Savoy. When King Henry Ill 

appointed Ralph Neville to the see of Chichester in 1244, 

Boniface declared the nomination invalid and named Richard to 

the post, an act which caused an uproar in the kingdom.  

Finally, in 1245, Pope Innocent IV found in Richard's 

favor, but Richard was prevented from entering his palace by the 

machinations ,of Henry. Only after the king was threatened 

with excommunication was Richard able to take up his duties. 

He insisted upon strict adherence to discipline among the clergy, 

aided the poor, and fearlessly denounced the corruption and 

vices of the contemporary Church and the royal court. His death 

came at Dover, in a home for poor priests, while delivering a 

plea for a crusade. Richard was canonized in 1262, and 

his tomb became a popular shrine noted for its miracles until the 

Reformation in England. 
https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=4603 

 

Richard is widely remembered today for the popular prayer 

ascribed to him: 
 

Thanks be to Thee, my Lord Jesus Christ 
For all the benefits Thou hast given me, 

For all the pains and insults Thou hast borne for me. 

O most merciful Redeemer, friend and brother, 
May I know Thee more clearly, 

Love Thee more dearly, 
Follow Thee more nearly. 
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