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Happy Father’s Day today 
 

“When I was a boy of 14, my father was so ignorant I could hardly stand to have the old man around.  
But when I got to be 21, I was astonished at how much he had learned in seven years.” (Mark Twain) 

 
I am pleased that the commercialism of Fathers’ Day does not mirror that of Mothers’ Day. This, perhaps, allows us to reflect, with 

whatever emotions arise within us,  on what I will call a ‘Spirituality of Fatherhood’ and to see this present as we remember our own 

fathers, whether still alive or deceased. It is memories of my own father that prompts me to coin this phrase, ‘Spirituality of 

Fatherhood’. 
 

My father would never have considered himself to be a spiritual person. He prayed, yes, and was a regular attender at Mass. But as to 

being ‘spiritual’, that would never have crossed his mind. In fact, he probably would have rejected the idea for himself, even though 

three of his children were ordained priests and two of the girls entered a convent. Sure he would have felt proud, yet recognised this as 

God’s work. 
 

My father was not a career person. His ‘career’ was to provide for his family. The sole bread winner, we never went short. We knew, but 

only after his death, of his sadness and tears when he felt overcome with the possibility that he would not have enough money to buy 

food for his family – family poverty, to be sure, is not the prerogative of a modern culture! Yet Dada – that’s what we called him – 

always found the right way to respond in all situations. That’s what fathers do, is it not? That is love, is it not? And that surely is what 

modern fathers, remaining true to the title ‘father’, do as well today, is it not? 
 

While respecting others’ views on parenthood, I believe that the suggestion, sometimes propagated, that a child does not need a father, 

is both dangerous and reckless. A dual female model, I suggest, is no less appropriate than a dual male model of parenthood. Nature 

suggests the desirability of both female and male as parents. 
 

Pope Francis (“Patris Corde” - “With a Father’s Heart”) encourages acceptance of St Joseph as a model of genuine fatherhood. True 

fathers, he suggests, “refuse to live the lives of their children for them,” and instead respect their freedom”. In this sense, Pope Francis 

continues, a father realises that “he is most a father and an educator at the point when he becomes ‘useless,’ when he sees that his child 

has become independent and can walk the paths of life unaccompanied,” much as God, Father, allows us to live our lives. 

 
At the same time, Joseph is “an accepting father,” because he “accepted Mary unconditionally”.  Is this not an important gesture, 

especially “in our world where psychological, verbal and physical violence towards women is so evident.”. Joseph accepted – and 

endured – the consequence of “taking Mary home as his wife”. As mothers engage in nurturing, fathers sometimes have very difficult 

choices to make, as Joseph did, demanding immense courage, which is not to exclude the place of mothers in the joint ministry of child 

rearing – or have you ever heard of parenthood described as a ‘ministry’? 
 

The joy and exhilaration of being co-creative with his wife/partner – and with God – in the creation of new life, is often accompanied 

with grief, sadness, disappointment, and a multitude of human experiences that invite (even coerce) a father into accepting, in his own 

life, even the events that he himself does not understand. “Setting aside his own ideas” and aspirations, and reconciling himself with 

his own history and his own humanness, he grows into a person who mirrors the qualities attributed to God throughout biblical history: 

fidelity, empathy, understanding, acceptance, tolerance, unconditional love  – and eventually wisdom, courage and tenacity. 
 

A father will mirror the mind of God eventually because there will be much with which he may feel unable to burden others. St Paul 

muses, in Romans, Who indeed, can know the mind of God?” - who indeed? - and who indeed can know just what a father is thinking 

as his focus centres on the care of his wife/partner and family. My father kept much to himself rather than burden my mother or older 

siblings – we always remained his priority – and we know he suffered because of this. 
 

Is all this not reason to acknowledge, to honour and to celebrate fatherhood as having a God-given place in every culture? Is it not time 

for this – and for us to proclaim the indispensable place of fatherhood in any age and in every family, acknowledging all the while the 

reality of the pain of separation that is sometimes inevitable? 
 

How does this rest with you? 
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Mass streamed live from St Anne’s using fb.me/stanneswappenbury 
Please see diary below for this week’s timings of Mass and Prayer Services 

Have you thought of inviting someone to join with you at one of the streamed Masses through the week? 
 

St Anne’s is now open daily for private prayer by prior notice. Please contact Fr Teddy MSC 
 

Sunday 20 June   9.30am Wappenbury (live stream) Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time                         

 11.00am Princethorpe 
Fr Alan Whelan MSC as he celebrates 40 years of 

priesthood today 

 2.00pm Princethorpe Baptism of Reuben Robert Curtis  

    

Monday 21 June  No live stream Mass today Memorial of St Aloysius Gonzaga, Religious 

    

Tuesday 22 June  Wappenbury (live stream) 
Feast of St John Fisher, Bishop and  
Thomas More, Martyrs 

    

Wednesday 23 June  9.30am Wappenbury (live stream) David and Natash Pegg 
    

Thursday 24 June  9.30am Wappenbury (live stream) Solemnity of the Nativity of St John the Baptist 

    

Friday 25 June 9.30am Wappenbury (live stream) Dedication of the Cathedral 

    

Saturday 26 June 9.30am Wappenbury (live stream) Maria Tutty intentions 

    

Sunday 27 June  9.30am                 Wappenbury (live stream) Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

 11.00am Princethorpe  

    

                 
 

 

Receiving The Sacraments – Final call for 2021 
Baptism: if you have a child/children for baptism and if you have not received a date from Fr Teddy, will you please contact him as 

soon as possible. I will, this week, contact all those who have been in touch with me, to confirm date and time of your child’s 

baptism. 
 

First Holy Communion: I have received contact from only one parent with reference to First Holy Communion. Please contact me 

if you have a child (children) whom you consider ready to receive this sacrament. 
 

Marriage: If you are considering getting married in 2021 or 2022 and you have not heard from Fr Teddy recently, please get in 

touch as soon as possible.  

 

Post Covid Streamed Mass as and when Restrictions Are Lifted –  
Readers At St Anne’s Please see in particular The Information Below 

 

It is my intention to continue to stream Mass from St Anne’s Wappenbury each Sunday at 8.30am and, throughout each week, to 

stream Mass from the Prayer Room.  
 

Should you wish to read scripture at any of these streamed Masses, it is important that, together, we prepare to proclaim the Word 

of God in the best possible manner that we can. Those who tune into Mass from St Anne’s deserve our very best. 
 
I have arranged a further meeting this Tuesday, 29 June, via zoom, at 7.00pm. Those who wish to participate should contact Fr 

Teddy by Monday 21 June.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Vacancies At The Princethorpe Foundation 

Teaching Assistant – KS2 – Maternity Cover – Crackley Hall - We are seeking to appoint an enthusiastic, suitably qualified and 

highly motivated Teaching Assistant to join our Key Stage 2 team, working term time only, plus INSET days (36 weeks of the year) for 

5 days a week in one of our Year 6 classes, from September 2021, as a maternity cover. We anticipate the cover being required for 

approximately six months. Closing date Monday 21 June. Further information available at 

https://www.princethorpe.co.uk/?title=Join+Us&pid=1185&vacancyid=1817 

Teaching Assistant – EYFS (Reception) – Crackley Hall - We are seeking to appoint an enthusiastic, suitably qualified and highly 

motivated Teaching Assistant to join our EYFS team, working term time only, plus INSET days (36 weeks of the year) for 5 days a 

week in one of our Reception classes, for September 2021. Closing date Monday 21 June.  

Further information available at 

https://www.princethorpe.co.uk/?title=Join+Us&pid=1185&vacancyid=1816 

Early Years Assistant – Little Crackers – Crackley Hall - Reporting to the Nursery Manager, we are seeking to appoint an 

enthusiastic and suitably qualified person to join our dynamic and innovative team. The job holder will work in the nursery setting, 

joining an established team under the direction of the Nursery Manager. The successful candidate will ensure that every child in their 

care is well-supported and encouraged to develop themselves as an individual. They will respond to the children’s needs, plan suitable 

activities to help them progress in their learning and feedback to parents on how their child is getting on. An appreciation and 

understanding of the ethos of the school is essential 

This is a permanent post working 7 hours and 55 minutes a day on a shift system between the hours of 7.45am and 6.00pm Monday to 

Friday all year round. Closing date Monday 21 June. Further information available at 

https://www.princethorpe.co.uk/?title=Join+Us&pid=1185&vacancyid=1815 

Lunchtime Supervisors – Crescent School, Rugby - We are seeking two Lunch Time Supervisors to provide caring and effective 

supervision of pupils aged from 4 to 11 at Crescent School, Bilton during the lunchtime period. The role involves working both indoors 

and outdoors as required, for approximately 10 hours a week; spread over five days, working between 11.50am and 1.50pm each day. 

Closing date Thursday 24 June. Further information available at 

https://www.princethorpe.co.uk/?title=Join+Us&pid=1185&vacancyid=1819 

Estates Assistant – Lates – Princethorpe Foundation - We are recruiting Estates Assistants to work on a permanent basis, for the 

Estates team, providing support services to all of the Foundation schools - Princethorpe College, The Crescent in Rugby and Crackley 

Hall School in Kenilworth. 

The duties will primarily involve maintenance work, internal and external events, security, porterage and some cleaning. Applicants 

with some carpentry, plumbing or decorating skills would be most welcome. This is a ‘hands-on’ role facilitating the proper functioning 

of the schools to ensure a safe and satisfactory working, learning and recreational environment. Closing date Monday 28 June. Futher 

information available at 

https://www.princethorpe.co.uk/?title=Join+Us&pid=1185&vacancyid=1820 

Summer Estates Assistants - Ideally to start in July 2021 we have a range of full and part-time roles available to work with the Estates 

team on a casual basis. Applications from candidates interested in working until mid-evening and/or just on a Saturday are also 

welcome. 

The Estates Assistant will work as part of the Estates team providing support services to all schools. Based at Princethorpe College the 

duties will primarily involve maintenance work, porterage and some cleaning. Applicants with some carpentry, plumbing or decorating 

skills would be most welcome. Flexibility will be required in respect of working hours. Relevant training will be provided. 

The successful applicant will need to undertake various Health and Safety courses before the commencement of work. Closing date 

Monday 28 June. Further information available at 

https://www.princethorpe.co.uk/?title=Join+Us&pid=1185&vacancyid=1821 

Graduate Sports Coach - We have an exciting opportunity for an enthusiastic Sports Science Graduate to join the thriving Sports 

Department at our School as a Sports Coach and Teaching Assistant. The post is initially for the 2021-2022 academic year, but could be 

extended for the right candidate. We are looking for candidates who are passionate about sport and wish to share that passion with 

enthusiastic and energetic young people. The post would suit someone who is considering a teaching career, however, no teaching 

experience is required. Closing date Monday 28 June. Further information available at 

https://www.princethorpe.co.uk/?title=Join+Us&pid=1185&vacancyid=1822 

 

 

Shoebox Appeal  - Now Is The Time To Start Collecting, Please 
Pam Hopwood and the team are busy behind the scenes gathering items already. Thank you to our mittens knitters who have 

handed (excuse the pun) over a number of beautiful pieces of knitwear over the last few weeks. 
 

In the next few months please consider adding to your shopping some of the following: toothbrushes, toothpaste, combs, bars of 

soap (no liquids), flannels, hairbrushes, small toys (both boys and girls), hair bobbles, little pieces of jewellery, sweets, no 

chocolate.  All to fit in a shoe box. Thank you. 
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Anniversaries And Special Birthdays 
If you have a deceased persons anniversary that you would like remembered please let me know. Also if you have a special 

birthday that you would like remembering please get in touch. The newsletter is drafted on the Friday before the Sunday with any 

late additions on Saturday ready for the transmission by email. If you know anyone that would like to receive a copy of the 

newsletter ask them to get in touch with Loretta at lkpcurtis@hotmail.com and she will alert me to add them to my contact list. 
 

 

Modifications To Streaming Mass 
All digital media presents limitations. FACEBOOK crops the picture once the event goes live, and this would limit streaming from 

St Anne’s Church. I am attempting to move to YOUTUBE which seems to offer a better and clearer picture.  
 

This notice today is by way of providing advance notice of the change. You will be kept informed, prior to any change,  
of the process of gaining access to Mass from St Anne’s. 

 

Amendments And Updates To The Newsletter 
Please take time to read through the newsletter. If you would like any amendments or updates be kind enough to let Loretta 

(lkpcurtis@hotmail.com) know in good time prior to the transmission on a Saturday evening. 
 

 

Attending Mass During Extended Restrictions 

While St Anne’s continues to remain closed for public Mass for the time being, there is ample space at 

Princethorpe for anyone who wishes to attend 11.00am Mass on Sundays. Many/most will have been vaccinated 

and we continue to observe all government regulations while in church.  

You can be assured of being kept safe while in Princethorpe Chapel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remember Especially In Your Prayers – For The Living 
 

Fr Kevin Shanahan MSC (in Texas) whose mother died in Cork last week. 
Families in India as they suffer from Covid 19 – that God would grant them relief. 
Portia, Mark and family – Portia is quiet unwell 
Mary Daly and family as Mary adjusts to Richard’s recent death.  
Laurie (23) He is again back in hospital for two weeks while he receives treatment for an infection prior to his undergoing new 

treatment. 
Josie who has been fast tracked for tests 
Kieran’s family. Kieran’s funeral took place last week. 
Sue who began new chemotherapy last week. Hold Jo, James and Adelle in your prayers. 
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Steve as he waits for some new treatment. 
Frances, friend of Marie Kerrigan, as she awaits an operation, hoping to save sight in on eye. 
Anne, as she buried her father, Sean RIP, in Derry. Hold Anne and Karen in your prayers. 
Joseph 14, thanks God for all your prayers. 
Bill as he has completed further treatment and continues to rely on your prayers. He will meet his medical team in some weeks’ 

time. Keep Yvonne in your prayers. 
Di, who has completed her radiotherapy and is recovering slowly. 
Families in Israel as they mourn the death of so many people recently. 
Shelley, friend of Janet and Jimmy Murray, who is having extensive treatment. 
Bett, 99, elderly friend of Tim and Maria, who is suffering from dementia 
Celia who is unwell. 
Fr Gilberto Escarati MSC Provincial who is in intensive care in Brazil with Covid. 
Judith, nee Southam, thanks you all for your prayers as she has been given the all clear after her cancer treatment. 
Cecilia and her son, as they come to terms with his loss of sight in one eye. 
Paul, friend of Fen, who is undergoing treatment for cancer.                                                                   
Jim and Anne as they wait for their baby’s operation this week.  Hold their wider family in your prayers. 
Rosey and Johnny who unborn child died just before birth. 
Michael as he adjusts to a difficult relationship 
Ann, a friend of Marie Kerrigan’s, who has had good news and is hopefully on the road to recovery. 
Ellie, a friend of Marie Kerrigan’s, who has inoperable cancer -that she may continue her life-saving treatment and more chemo. 
Jane Phayer who is recovering from a knee operation. Keep Tony and Jane in your prayers 
Pat Gandy who is also recovering from a knee operation. Keep Paul and Pat in your prayers. 
Mark Gandy who is receiving treatment for cancer. 
Knud Blaesberg, who will be receiving treatment for prostate cancer in Oxford. 
John who was taken to A and E recently.  
John's cousin, Lottie, who is ill with cancer. 
Paul Catterall who is recovering after a serious accident at work before Christmas. Hold Paul, his wife Theresa, and family in 

your prayers. 
Alice, David and Sonia’s daughter. Alice is home again and in pain, awaiting a serious operation.  Please hold Alice, James and 

family in your prayers. 
Lawrence who had had good news from his consultant. 
Steve who asks for your prayers again. Pray that this new treatment will be successful. 
Staff at George Elliot Hospital on the unexpected death of a young doctor.  
Marlene who is awaiting the results of recent tests and waiting for a course of treatment. 
Claire Spencer, friend of Yvonne, who is recovering from a fall from a horse recently. Claire’s father, Ken, died recently from 

Covid. 
Margaret (76), Stretton on Dunsmore, who has been diagnosed with motor neurone disease.  
Violet, in Ireland, who may lose sight in one eye. 
Alice, Jim Murray’s sister, who is now at home, doing well and would like to thank everyone for their prayers. 
Jo who is recovering at home from her operation. Pray for Jo and Jonnie. 
Mary and Brian Gould’s niece, Elaine, whose lung cancer has reached stage four and has spread to her bones. 
Stephen, friend of Milena’s, who has had some setbacks . 
Veronica and Paul as they come to terms with John’s recent death. 
Catherine whose pregnancy with twins is worrying. 
David, a young father struggling at the moment. 
Anne who is very anxious at present. 
Peter Power and family. 
Melanie, a young girl who struggles with identity. Pray for her family and friends as they present support. 
Yvonne and Jade. Jade is quite unwell at present. Yvonne has recently retired from Our Lady’s School. 
Sean who is unwell at present. 
Anastasia as she is cared for at home. 
Eileen who is being cared for in a rest home in Leamington. 

Please Remember Especially In Your Prayers – for the living (continued) 
Parishioners with underlying medical problems of varying kinds and for whom this present viral situation induces increased 

anxiety. Pray for patience for all as times moves on. 
Our medical staff – some members of this parish are actively engaged on the front line in our hospitals. 
John whose family has asked for prayers. 
Elizabeth and Neville Compton, sister and brother-in-law of Margaret Simmons. 
John (75) diagnosed with bladder cancer. 
All elderly parents of parishioners. 
Elizabeth who has been diagnosed with a long term illness and is improving.  
Paul, a paramedic friend of Kathy Bond, Stretton on Dunsmore, seriously ill in University Hospital, Coventry. 
Keren and her husband John, Keren is a member of Princethorpe College staff. John has had disappointing news about his 

proposed operation. Please keep the family in your prayers. 
Karen, waiting results of an exploratory investigation. 
Linda, Stretton on Dunsmore, who is recovering at home. Thank you for your continued prayers. 
Carolyn whose daughter is experiencing on-going mental health difficulties. 



Roisin and Niamh, as they cope with difficult health problems. Their health problems are on-going. 
Louise, suffering from various cancers. 
Lucy (29), who is suffering from bacterial meningitis and is unable to digest food. 
Eileen, friend of Mary Hewitt who is suffering from cancer. 
Harry (23) 
Seamus, who suffers from prostate cancer. Hold Seamus' family and friends in your prayers. 
Michele, who has some serious continuing health issues. 
Kathy, who is recuperating after her successful operation. 
Lola (30), who has been ill for most of her life and is again very ill. 
Rose, who has severe mental health problems. 
Frank 
Carolyn, who is ill with breast cancer.  
Remember also, and especially, those who have been shielding now for a long time 
All those people who put the lives of others and their own lifestyles before their own in whatever branch of community life they 

work. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For Those Who Have Died And For Their Families - Our Prayers This Week                                                                                                                
Richard Daly, Mary Daly’s husband, who died recently.  
Pauline RIP, friend of Marie Kerrigan. Pauline died recently.  
Helen Knight’s mother RIP who died recently. 
Helen O’Reilly RIP who died recently 
Edie Evans (100) RIP, who died recently. Please pray for Becci, Janet, Paddy and all the family. Edie is elder sister to Peggy 

Blunsom (below). 
Peggy Blunsom RIP, Hold Janet and all the family in your prayers.  
Kieran RIP who died tragically recently. 
Declan Ryan RIP, Peter Griffin’s Aunt’s nephew, who died recently. Please pray for Peter’s wider family.  
John Dobie RIP who died recently. Hold Veronica and Paul and family in your prayers 
Frs. Gus Polong MSC (69) and Jake Pascual MSC (84) who died from Covid in Philippines recently.                
Dr Rolland (37) RIP who died unexpectedly recently. Hold his children, his family and his colleagues in your prayers at this 

very sad time. 
Frances Kendrick RIP who died recently. Please pray for her family 
Mai Sears RIP, Basil and Julie’s mother, who died recently 
Ken RIP who died recently from Covid. 
Jimmy Wassill RIP who died recently. Jimmy is cousin to Mary Rogers. 



Nana RIP who died in Ireland. Nana is grandmother to Kelly Gemmell. 
Brigida RIP, aunt to Fen Whittle’s friend, Theresa.  
Jan RIP, school friend to Sue Kimberley. Jan buried her son a couple of years ago. 
Caitlin RIP Hold her husband, Ciaran and their 5 month old child, Adana, in your prayers. Pray also for Caitlin’s parents, 

Bernard and Jo, for Rory, Caitlin’s brother and for Caitlin’s aunt, Clare, and Clare’s family. 
John RIP Remember Clare in your prayers. 
Deborah Jorgensen RIP (89), sister-in-law to Willi Brown. Willi is the last surviving member of that generation. 
Gisela Heines RIP (59), sister in law to Helen Peters (Willie Brown's daughter)  
Betty Lucas RIP. Hold Ruth and family in your prayers. 
Geraldine RIP, close friend of Jane and Tony Phayer 
Chris Peake RIP (71), former caretaker of Our Lady’s School, Princethorpe  
Angela RIP Angela was a close friend of Mary Rogers. 
Geraldine RIP, close friend of Jane and Tony Phayer. Hold Tony and Jane in your prayers. 
Patrick Griffin RIP. Pray for Anastasia, Peter, Liz and all the family. 
Liam Morgan RIP, Liam was one of the wonderful team of builders who worked on the restoration St Anne’s in 2014.  
Michael Turner RIP, brother of Jeremy Turner, husband of Sarah, who died some months ago. Also Jeremy's sister, Celia, 

whose husband Keith died recently shortly after a diagnosis of cancer.  
Maureen Mernagh RIP (95), aunt to Peter Power 
Stuart Cartwright RIP (76) Hold Stuart’s wife and daughters and Paul in your prayers. 
Ron RIP, father to a friend of Yvonne 
John Deery (RIP). Remember Mary in your prayers. 
Augustine RIP (19 years old) who has died in Northern France. Sebastien, Carolina and family ask for your prayers. 
Marie RIP, long standing friend of Mary Gould  
Norman RIP, very dear friend of Paul and Fen Whittle. Keep Paul and Norman’s family in your prayers. 
Members of the medical profession as they manage the current ‘spike’ in Covid-19 cases, and those who have died. 
Denis and Kate McDaid as they come to terms with the death of Bridie Gallagher, Denis’s aunt in Ireland.  
David Ratcliffe whose father in law, Tony. Remember Sally in your prayers. 
Patrick Horgan (76) RIP Hold his family in your prayers. Pray for Jo, his very close friend. 
Wolfgang (RIP) Chrissie’s father and her mother who has recovered is now at home. 
Mildred (87) RIP (Ryton on Dunsmore) 
Kay RIP, aunt to Yvonne. 
Thomas Duffy RIP 
Pauline RIP. 
Chris Smart (77) RIP   
Con McCorriston (88) RIP 
Darren RIP 
Joan (91) RIP 
Myrtle Forster (64) RIP. Remember Marie in your prayers. 
Joan and Sister RIP. Remember Sandra in your prayers. 
Bob RIP 
Maria Ramsay (76) RIP 
Mont RIP. Remember Roy in your prayers. 

 


