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18.07.2021 – Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Welcome to guests, visitors and parishioners. 
Let us gather in prayerful silence, and be encouraged “to speak to God before Mass and speak to our neighbour/s after Mass. 

 

Christ the Good Shepherd 

Today we celebrate the Shepherd who leads all men to the Father however far apart they may be in race or culture.
 

Masses & Intentions  
 

Saturday 17 Vigil – Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time         

5. 30pm  People of the Parish 

Sunday 18 Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time         

10.00am Angia Kemsley 
 

 

Monday 19 Feria in Ordinary Time  

9.15am  Les Gulliver RIP 

Tuesday 20 Feria in Ordinary Time (St. Apollinaris, B.M) 

9.15am  Maureen O’Brien RIP (Anniversary) 
 

Wednesday 21  Feria in Ordinary Time (St. Lawrence of Brindisi P) 
 

9.15am  School Mass (Pvt. Int. In Thanksgiving) 
 

7.00pm  Fr. Thomas Williams RIP (Johnson Association) 
 

Thursday 22  St. Mary Magdalene  

9.15am  Ann Reilly 

Friday 23 St. Bridget, Religious, Patron of Europe 

9.15am  Fr. Joseph Tynan RIP (Johnson Association) 

Saturday 24 St. Sharbel Makhluf, Priest 
   

5.30pm  People of the Parish 
 

Sunday  25 Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

             World Day for Grandparents & the Elderly 

10.00am Ruth Corrigan (Birthday)  
 

 

Gathering to be Fed (Mark 6:30-34): Today we begin a series 

of six Sunday gospels on the Eucharist. As this year’s gospel 

(Mark) is too short to provide readings for the whole year, the 

Church takes five Sunday readings from the Bread of Life 

Discourse in John’s Gospel, introducing them today with the 

account of the Gathering in Mark’s Gospel. Following on, the 

story of the Feeding, which will begin next week, can be read on 

several levels. The event is a foretaste of the Eucharist, with the 

disciples gathered round Jesus as the new Israel (12 baskets for 

the 12 tribes) for a fully satisfying meal, the messianic banquet. 

Furthermore, Jesus is the good shepherd who feeds his flock, 

according to Psalm 23, on the green pastures beside the restful 

waters of the Lake of Galilee. Jesus is also the prophet like 

Moses who provides manna for his people in the desert or, more 

precisely, he is like Elisha in 2 Kings 4 (next Sunday’s first 

reading). The story in Mark’s account of the Feeding is 

recounted in terms which deliberately recall these and other 

biblical scenes, to enrich and deepen our understanding of what 

is happening.  

How does this reading help you understand how the Lord 

gathers and prepares us to be fed through his gift of the 

Eucharist?                                         Dom Henry Wansbrough OSB                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
 

 

RIP: Please pray for Jaroslaw Juliusz Scholtz all those who 

died recently and for all the faithful departed. May they all, 

through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen. May the grieving 

families be strengthened and supported by our thoughts and 

prayers. 

 

Congratulations to all the children who made their First 

Holy Communion last Sunday. We thank their families for 

their support. Our sincere thanks to our primary school for 

instructing, preparing and forming them for this important 

event in the sacramental life of these children. Let us hope 

and pray that they will continue to be part of the sacramental 

life of the church regularly. 

Now that they have made their First Holy 

Communion, they can be trained and encouraged to serve on 

the altar, to read at Mass if this is possible, and to lead the 

prayers like the Angelus and the Bidding Prayers (when the 

current restrictions are relaxed). While this is being hoped 

and encouraged, the final decision will need to be made by 

the children and their families. 
 

Thank You: Our Head Teacher Mrs. Jane Price, Mrs. 

Whiteford and Ms. Sharon McAloon have rendered their 

dedicated and generous service to our school for the past, 

nine, five and three years respectively. We are very 

grateful to them and are sad to see them leave. As Mrs. 

Price and Mrs. Whiteford retire and as Ms. McAloon 

moves on to new responsibility, we wish them well. May 

they enjoy peace, rest and fulfilment and may God bless 

them and their loved ones.  
 

Apostleship of the Sea: Thank you very much indeed for your 

generous response to the second collection last weekend Stella 

Maris (Apostleship of the Sea), the Catholic Church’s official 

maritime welfare agency, that offers seafarers both practical and 

spiritual support.  
 

Pope establishes World Day for Grandparents and the 

Elderly: On January 31, 2021, Pope Francis announced a new 

celebration in honour of all grandparents and the elderly, who 

are so important to our communities and our Church. This new 

World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly will be celebrated 

every year on the fourth Sunday in July close to the liturgical 

memorial of Saints Joachim and Anne, the grandparents of 

Jesus. 
 

Recalling the upcoming feast of the Presentation of Jesus in the 

Temple – when the elderly Simeon and Anna encountered the 

child Jesus and recognized Him as the Messiah – Pope Francis 

said, “the Holy Spirit even today stirs up thoughts and words of 

wisdom in the elderly.” The voice of the elderly “is precious,” 

he said, “because it sings the praises of God and preserves the 

roots of the peoples.” 
 

The elderly, he continued, “remind us that old age is a gift and 

that grandparents are the link between the different generation, 

to pass on to the young the experience of life.” 
 

Accordingly, the 10.00am Mass next Sunday will be 

dedicated to the Grandparents and the Elderly.  
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Covid 19 – Parish Update: We have heard in the media that the 

restrictions are easing from July 19. The diocese also has 

communicated with the parishes in this regard. In all these 

communications, the key word appears to be ‘Caution’.  

What our dedicated stewards and some parishioners (on 

weekdays) have been doing in our parish during the pandemic 

are truly commendable and we are truly grateful to them. The 

general feeling is that we as a parish should continue to be 

cautious until such time the number of infections comes down. 

Hence, I ask parishioners to continue following the safety 

measures, i.e., use hand sanitiser, wear face mask, and observe 

social distancing. 

 We would be very grateful for more stewards. If you 

think that you could help, please speak to one of the stewards or 

to me. Thank you.                                              - Fr. Arul Samy 
 

St Vincent de Paul Society – follow up meeting: Thank you 

for listening to David Burton’s talk on the SVP at the Mass 

recently. If you are interested in the next steps for Our Lady’s 

and St Wulstan, seeing who we can help and setting up a 

conference, please speak to Fr. Arul or contact David on 07713 

246987 or by email at davidburton636@gmail.com Thank you. 
 

Pope’s Prayer Intention for July 

Social Friendship: We pray that in social, economic and 

political situations of conflict, we may be courageous and 

passionate architects of dialogue and friendship.    
 

Father Hudson's Care - Vacancies at St Joseph's Care home 
 

Situated in the beautiful surroundings of rural Warwickshire, St 

Joseph's Care Home offers a range of personalised services 

including residential care, specialised dementia care and short-

term respite care in a friendly welcoming environment. With a 

dedicated and compassionate staff team who are passionate 

about making residents safe and happy in an environment that is 

just how home feels. 

  If you or someone you know might benefit from the 

care offered and would be interested in more information or to 

book a virtual tour then please quote SJ1 and contact Care Home 

Manager Shelley Perryman on 01675 434559, email 

shelleyperryman@fatherhudsons.org.uk or visit our website at 

www.stjosephscarehome.co.uk 
 

Offertory Collection - 04.07.2021 
Gift Aid £79.00: Non-Gift Aid £88.50 Total: £167.50 

Peter’s Pence £5.00 
(NB: The above figure does not include those paid online or by Direct Debit) 

Offertory Collection - 11.07.2021 
Gift Aid £118.00: Non-Gift Aid £96.01 Total: £114.01  

(NB: The above figure does not include those paid online or by Direct Debit) 

Stella Maris: £124.30, APF: 20.00 
Thank you very much for your generosity. 

 
 
 

Children’s Liturgy has begun in our parish last week. We are 

very grateful to our Children’s Liturgy Team for their 

eagerness and enthusiasm in sharing the faith and helping with 

the faith formation of our children. May the Holy Spirit help us 

and enlighten us in our faith formation too!  

We are urgently in need of more volunteers to help with 

the Children’s Liturgy. If anyone is interested and willing to 

help, please speak to one of the team members or to Fr. Arul. 
 

Charitable Giving during Covid 19: Several charitable 

organisations and NGO’s have involved in raising funds to help 

the needy and disadvantaged within our country and further 

afield. The leading Catholic charities such as Cafod and Aid to 

the Church in Need (CAN) are likely to do so. Please check and 

donate online.  

Parishioners intending to make donations for these 

causes, may also do so through the parish. If you do, please 

indicate this clearly on your envelopes. 
 

St.Bridget of Sweden, a woman to 

admire: Bridget of  Sweden was admired for 

her active compassion towards people in need. 

Born as Birgitta Birgersdotter, in Uppland, 

Sweden, in 1303, she lived as a wife and 

mother, then later as a nun and a mystic. She 

went on pilgrimage to Rome in the Jubilee Year of 1350, to seek 

papal approval for the new Order she had founded, and remained 

there until her Rule was confirmed in 1370. She died in Rome in 

1373. 
 

After the death (1344) of her husband, Gudmarsson, to whom 

she had borne eight children, Bridget founded the Bridgettines 

nuns, with whom she devoted herself to prayer and works of 

charity. She is one of the six patron saints of Europe, along with 

Benedict of Nursia, Cyril and Methodius, Catherine of Siena and 

Edith Stein. In a homily on her feast, Benedict XVI told how 

Bridget exercised a very positive influence on her own family 

which, thanks to her presence, became a veritable “domestic 

church.” Together with her husband, she adopted the Rule of the 

Franciscan Tertiaries. She practiced works of charity towards 

the indigent with generosity; she also founded a hospital. 

Together with his wife, Ulf learned to improve his character and 

to advance in the Christian life. On returning from a long 

pilgrimage to Santiago de Compostela, taken in 1341 with other 

members of the family, the spouses matured the plan to live in 

continence, but shortly after, in the peace of a monastery to 

which he had retired, Ulf concluded his earthly life. 
 

The first phase of Bridget’s adult life was as a wife and mother. 

She showed how a wife, with her religious sensibility, delicacy 

and gentleness, can help the husband follow a path of faith. As 

pope Benedict said, “May the Spirit of the Lord fuel the sanctity 

of Christian couples, showing the world the beauty of a marriage 

lived by the values of the Gospel: love, tenderness, mutual help, 

fecundity in generating and educating children, openness and 

solidarity to the world, participation in the life of the Church. 
 

The second phase of Bridget’s life began after she was widowed, 

when she renounced any desire to remarry, in order to focus 

more fully on prayer and works of charity. On the death of her 

husband, after distributing her goods to the poor, though without 

formally consecrating herself by vows, Bridget went to live in 

the Cistercian monastery of Alvastra. Here is where the divine 

revelations began, which were with her for the rest of her life. 

They were dictated by her to her confessor-secretaries, who 

translated them from Swedish into Latin and gathered them in 

an edition of eight books entitled “Revelations.” 

In 1349, Bridget went on pilgrimage to Rome for the 

Jubilee Year of 1350 and to get papal approval for the religious 

order she hoped to found, where monks and nuns would be led 

by an abbess. Our Catholic tradition recognizes the dignity 

proper to women, without, as yet at least, admitting them to the 

ordained priesthood. Coming from Scandinavia, Bridget attests 

how Christianity had permeated profoundly to the far north of 

Europe. Declaring her co-patroness of Europe, Pope John Paul 

hoped that she, who lived in the 14th century before Western 

Christianity was divided by the Reformation, can be a powerful 

intercessor for the reunion of all Christians. “May Europe will 

be nourished from its own Christian roots, invoking the powerful 

intercession of St Bridget, faithful disciple of God, co-patroness 

of Europe.”   www.associationofcatholicpriests.ie/2019/07/23-july-st-bridget-of-sweden-patron-of-europe-2/ 
 

PRAYER TO THE HOLY SPIRIT FOR RENEWAL IN OUR PARISH 

Father, pour out your Spirit upon your people, and grant us 

a new vision of your glory, a new experience of your power, 

a new faithfulness to your Word, and a new consecration to 

your service, that your love may grow among us,  

and your kingdom come: 

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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