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25.07.2021 – Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time - World Day for Grandparents & the Elderly 
 

Welcome to guests, visitors and parishioners. 
Let us gather in prayerful silence, and be encouraged “to speak to God before Mass and speak to our neighbour/s after Mass. 

 

Christ Who Feeds Us 

We celebrate today the new Elisha who feeds his people and makes us one body, one spirit, in himself.
 

Masses & Intentions  
 

Saturday 24 Vigil - Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time         

5. 30pm  People of the Parish 

Sunday 25 Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time         

10.00am Ruth Corrigan (Birthday) 
 

 

Monday 26 * Ss Joachim & Anne, Parents of the BVM  

9.15am  ~~~ No Mass ~~~ 

Tuesday 27 * Feria in Ordinary Time (Bl. Robert Sutton, P. M)) 

9.15am  ~~~ No Mass ~~~ 
 

Wednesday 28  Feria in Ordinary Time  
 

7.00pm  Sona Rosita (Birthday)  

Thursday 29  St. Martha 

9.15am  Fr. Joseph Tynan RIP (Johnson Association) 

Friday 30 Feria in Ordinary Time 

9.15am  Les & Judy Perry (Intentions) 

Saturday 31 St. Ignatius of Loyola, Priest 
   

5.30pm  O’Dwyer Family of Stourbridge (JA) 
 

Sunday  01 Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time              

10.00am People of the Parish   
 

 

The Feeding of the Five Thousand (John 6:1-15): In this 

Sunday’s Gospel, John’s version of the miraculous feeding reminds 

us of the Last Supper, when Jesus ‘said the blessing’ over the bread. 

Since John’s gospel has no account of the institution of the 

Eucharist at the Last Supper, this feeding account is particularly 

significant. The feeding is also described as one of the ‘signs’ which 

Jesus works. The first part of the Gospel of John is often called ‘the 

Book of Signs’ because Jesus works a number of signs which show 

who he truly is. First there is the sign at the marriage-feast of Cana, 

where the sign of turning the water into wine is a sign of the 

messianic banquet. Other signs are the raising of the royal official’s 

son, a sign of Jesus’ gift of life, and the cure of the blind man in the 

temple, a sign of Jesus’ gift of light and revelation. Several of the 

signs are followed by an extended discourse, explaining the 

meaning of the sign, as this feeding sign is followed by the 

discourse on the Bread of Life, explaining the significance of Jesus’ 

gift of himself as the Bread of Life, the Wisdom of God received in 

the Eucharist.  

Why is this miracle called a sign? What is it a sign of?                   
Dom Henry Wansbrough OSB                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

 

* As I shall be away in Walsingham, there will be no Masses on 

Monday and Tuesday. 
 

RIP: Please pray for all those who died recently and for all the 

faithful departed. May they all, through the mercy of God, rest 

in peace. Amen. May the grieving families be strengthened and 

supported by our thoughts and prayers. 
 

Pope’s Prayer Intention for July 

Social Friendship: We pray that in social, economic and 

political situations of conflict, we may be courageous and 

passionate architects of dialogue and friendship.    
 

 

 

Pope establishes World Day for Grandparents and the 

Elderly: On January 31, 2021, Pope Francis announced a new 

celebration in honour of all grandparents and the elderly, who 

are so important to our communities and our Church. This new 

World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly will be celebrated 

every year on the fourth Sunday in July close to the liturgical 

memorial of Saints Joachim and Anne, the grandparents of 

Jesus. 

Recalling the upcoming feast of the Presentation of 

Jesus in the Temple – when the elderly Simeon and Anna 

encountered the child Jesus and recognized Him as the Messiah 

– Pope Francis said, “the Holy Spirit even today stirs up thoughts 

and words of wisdom in the elderly.” The voice of the elderly 

“is precious,” he said, “because it sings the praises of God and 

preserves the roots of the peoples.” 

The elderly, he continued, “remind us that old age is a 

gift and that grandparents are the link between the different 

generation, to pass on to the young the experience of life.” 
 

Accordingly, the 10.00am Mass this Sunday will be 

dedicated to the Grandparents and the Elderly.  
 

Invitation: Now that the children have made their First Holy 

Communion, they can serve on the altar, read at Mass if this 

is possible, and lead the prayers like the Angelus and the 

Bidding Prayers (when the current restrictions are relaxed and 

when it is safe to so).  

While this is being hoped and encouraged, the final 

decision will need to be made by the children and their 

families. Where applicable and needed, there will be training 

arranged / practise provided. Health & Safety and 

Safeguarding needs will be strictly adhered to.  
 

Covid 19 – Parish Update: While the restrictions are eased, we 

cannot ignore the genuine concerns of the vast majority in the 

community. Hence the need to be ‘Cautious’ in moving forward.  

What our dedicated stewards and some parishioners (on 

weekdays) have been doing in our parish during the pandemic 

are truly commendable and we are truly grateful to them. The 

general feeling is that we as a parish should continue to be 

cautious until such time the number of infections comes down. 

Hence, I ask parishioners to continue following the safety 

measures, i.e., use hand sanitiser, wear face mask, and observe 

social distancing. 

 We would be very grateful for more stewards. If you 

think that you could help, please speak to one of the stewards or 

to me. Thank you.                                              - Fr. Arul Samy 
 

St Vincent de Paul Society – follow up meeting: Thank you 

for listening to David Burton’s talk on the SVP at the Mass 

recently. If you are interested in the next steps for Our Lady’s 

and St Wulstan, seeing who we can help and setting up a 

conference, please speak to Fr. Arul or contact David on 07713 

246987 or by email at davidburton636@gmail.com Thank you. 
 

mailto:stwulstan.southam@rcaob.org.uk
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Sanctuary Lamp: The Sanctuary Lamp burns this week 

for the Crocker Family intentions. May the Eucharistic 

Lord nourish, bless, and guide them always!  

 

 
 

Offertory Collection - 18.07.2021 
Gift Aid £48.00: Non-Gift Aid £53 Total: £101.00  

(NB: The above figure does not include those paid online or by Direct Debit) 

Thank you very much for your generosity. 
 

Children’s Liturgy has begun in our parish last week. We are 

very grateful to our Children’s Liturgy Team for their 

eagerness and enthusiasm in sharing the faith and helping with 

the faith formation of our children. May the Holy Spirit help us 

and enlighten us in our faith formation too!  

We are urgently in need of more volunteers to help with 

the Children’s Liturgy. If anyone is interested and willing to 

help, please speak to one of the team members or to Fr. Arul. 
 

Charitable Giving during Covid 19: Several charitable 

organisations and NGO’s have involved in raising funds to help 

the needy and disadvantaged within our country and further 

afield. The leading Catholic charities such as Cafod and Aid to 

the Church in Need (CAN) are likely to do so. Please check and 

donate online.  

Parishioners intending to make donations for these 

causes, may also do so through the parish. If you do, please 

indicate this clearly on your envelopes. 
 

Saint James (July 25): This James is the brother of John the 

Evangelist. The two were called by Jesus as they worked with 

their father in a fishing boat on the Sea of Galilee. Jesus had 

already called another pair of brothers from a similar 

occupation: Peter and Andrew. “He walked along a little farther 

and saw James, the son of Zebedee, and his brother John. They 

too were in a boat mending their nets. Then he called them. So 

they left their father Zebedee in the boat along with the hired 

men and followed him” (Mark 1:19-20). 
 

James was one of the favoured three who had the privilege of 

witnessing the Transfiguration, the raising to life of the daughter 

of Jairus, and the agony in Gethsemane. 
 

Two incidents in the Gospels describe the temperament of this 

man and his brother. Saint Matthew tells that their mother 

came—Mark says it was the brothers themselves—to ask that 

they have the seats of honour in the kingdom. “Jesus said in 

reply, ‘You do not know what you are asking. Can you drink the 

cup that I am going to drink?’ They said to him, ‘We can’” 

(Matthew 20:22). Jesus then told them they would indeed drink 

the cup and share his baptism of pain and death, but that sitting 

at his right hand or left was not his to give—it “is for those for 

whom it has been prepared by my Father” (Matthew 20:23b). It 

remained to be seen how long it would take to realize the 

implications of their confident “We can!” 
 

The other disciples became indignant at the ambition of James 

and John. Then Jesus taught them all the lesson of humble 

service: The purpose of authority is to serve. They are not to 

impose their will on others, or lord it over them. This is the 

position of Jesus himself. He was the servant of all; the service 

imposed on him was the supreme sacrifice of his own life. 
 

On another occasion, James and John gave evidence that the 

nickname Jesus gave them “sons of thunder” was an apt one. 

The Samaritans would not welcome Jesus because he was on his 

way to hated Jerusalem. “When the disciples James and John 

saw this they asked, ‘Lord, do you want us to call down fire from 

heaven to consume them?’ Jesus turned and rebuked them...” 

(Luke 9:54-55). 
 

James was apparently the first of the apostles to be martyred. 

“About that time King Herod laid hands upon some members of 

the church to harm them. He had James, the brother of John, 

killed by the sword, and when he saw that this was pleasing to 

the Jews he proceeded to arrest Peter also” (Acts 12:1-3a). 
 

This James, sometimes called James the Greater, is not to be 

confused with James the Lesser or with the author of the Letter 
of James and the leader of the Jerusalem community. 

https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-james 
 

Saints Joachim and Anne 

(July 26): In the Scriptures, 

Matthew and Luke furnish a 

legal family history of Jesus, 

tracing ancestry to show that 

Jesus is the culmination of great 

promises. Not only is his 

mother’s family neglected, we 

also know nothing factual about 

them except that they existed. 

Even the names “Joachim” and 

“Anne” come from a legendary 

source written more than a century after Jesus died. 
 

The heroism and holiness of these people, however, is inferred 

from the whole family atmosphere around Mary in the 

Scriptures. Whether we rely on the legends about Mary’s 

childhood or make guesses from the information in the Bible, 

we see in her a fulfilment of many generations of prayerful 

persons, herself steeped in the religious traditions of her people. 
 

The strong character of Mary in making decisions, her 

continuous practice of prayer, her devotion to the laws of her 

faith, her steadiness at moments of crisis, and her devotion to her 

relatives—all indicate a close-knit, loving family that looked 

forward to the next generation even while retaining the best of 

the past. 
 

Joachim and Anne—whether these are their real names or not—

represent that entire quiet series of generations who faithfully 

perform their duties, practice their faith, and establish an 

atmosphere for the coming of the Messiah, but remain obscure. 
 

https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saints-joachim-and-anne 
 

Pope Benedict XVI’s Prayer for Grandparents 
 

Lord Jesus, 

you were born of the Virgin Mary, 

the daughter of Saints Joachim and Anne. 

Look with love on grandparents the world over. 

Protect them! They are a source of enrichment 

for families, for the Church and for all of society. 

Support them!  As they grow older, 

may they continue to be for their families 

strong pillars of Gospel faith, 

guardians of noble domestic ideals, 

living treasuries of sound religious traditions. 

Make them teachers of wisdom and courage, 

that they may pass on to future generations the fruits 

of their mature human and spiritual experience. 
 

Lord Jesus, 

help families and society 

to value the presence and role of grandparents. 

May they never be ignored or excluded, 

but always encounter respect and love. 

Help them to live serenely and to feel welcomed 

in all the years of life which you give them. 

Mary, Mother of all the living, 

keep grandparents constantly in your care, 

accompany them on their earthly pilgrimage, 

and by your prayers, grant that all families 

may one day be reunited in our heavenly homeland, 

where you await all humanity 
for the great embrace of life without end.  Amen! 


