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Tel: 01564 792647 

Priest-in-Charge: Fr. Damian Nwankwo 

Email: olandsb@gmail.com  
Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary   

14- 15 August 2021 
“The Almighty has done great things for me.” Luke 1: 39 -56 

Psalter week 4 

Pope’s Prayer Intention for August: The Church Let us pray for the Church, that she may receive from the 
Holy Spirit the grace and strength to redeem herself in the light of the Gospel. 

Public Mass Times this week. 
Saturday 14th August: Vigil of the Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary:  

Mass at 5.30 pm 
Divine healing for Maureen Walsh, Peggy Lennon, Michael Walsh, and Andrew Doyle.  
Sunday 15th August: Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary: Mass at 10.00 am  
Sean Clarke RIP      Online via Zoom. 
Monday 16th August: Feria in Ordinary Time      Mass at 9.15 am 
Tuesday 17th August: Feria in Ordinary Time     Mass at 9.15 am 
Thursday 19th August: Feria in Ordinary Time      Mass at 9.15 am 
Friday 20th August: Memorial of St Bernard Abbott Doctor of the Church  Mass at 9.15 am 
Saturday 21st August: Vigil of the Twenty First Sunday in Ordinary Time  Mass at 5.30pm 
Divine healing for Maureen Walsh, Peggy Lennon, Michael Walsh, and Andrew Doyle.  
Sunday 22nd August: Twenty First Sunday in Ordinary Time   Mass at 10.00 am  
Tom Higgins RIP      Online via Zoom. 
 
Standing and sitting at Mass: As we begin to go back to normal, we invite you to sit or stand as normal at 
mass, for now we ask if you would continue to sit when we would normally kneel. 
 
Message from Fr Damian:   
Just a reminder that the Bishops of England and Wales have asked all Catholics to do their best to participate 
in the celebration of the weekly Sunday Mass and to reflect deeply on the centrality of Sunday worship in 
the life of the Church. Our Zoom Masses and online Masses have been a great stopgap, but the Bishops are 
urging us, where possible to return to the physical worship of the Lord through Sunday Mass in Church. We 
should be aiming to fulfil this most important Church precept, that of the Sunday Obligation, by the First 
Sunday in Advent 2021. 
Thank you to all who are coming to share our Masses at the weekend. Our weekday masses are a great 
opportunity for those who still may be shielding or avoiding large groups to come and share our mass and 
spend some time with the Lord.  
 
This Sunday: The Assumption of the Blessed Lady. This Feast and Holyday is a great summer Feast for our 
parish patron here at Our Lady and St Benedict’s. It celebrates that the Blessed Virgin Mary taken up body 
and soul to Heaven. Today’s Gospel is reflected in our Annunciation window above the choir also on either 
side of the triptych behind our Altar. This feast gives us the hope and promise that we will follow Our Lady 
when our time comes, to the Heavenly Kingdom.   
 
Fr. Martin Gay C.Ss.R. ‘After a short period of illness Fr Martin Gay C.Ss.R passed away on Friday 6th August 
in Liverpool.  For many years Fr Martin had been a frequent visitor to the parish and whilst visiting family 
would often act as “locum” for the parish priest.  After his ordination in 1979, Fr Martin left for the missions 
working in Zimbabwe and South Africa until 2013, he then moved to Rome returning to the UK just a few 
years ago. His funeral will take place on Monday 16th August in Liverpool. May he rest in Peace. 
Our prayers and condolences go to Peter and his family and to all in Fr Martin’s Redemptorist family.  
 

Prayer intentions:  Please pray for those on our parish sick list and all sick the elderly, the housebound, all 
who are self -isolating and all who care for them.   
We pray for all our family and friends who have died especially Fr Martin Gay and Sean Clarke for our parish 

anniversaries, Leslie Shill, David Finlayson, and Tom Higgins may they share with the lord his eternal kingdom 
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Next Sunday 22nd August 2021: Our Lady and St Benedict’s Garden Tea Social Fundraiser 
Willow Cottage Little Alne B95 6HN. 
Please come along and enjoy homemade cakes and treats with tea and coffee around the garden. 
Soft drinks, Ice cream and fresh popcorn will also be available to purchase.  
Kids Fun: Teddy Bears Picnic – buy a picnic box of food to have when adults may have something else – 
designed for tinies.  Box will contain a ‘bear shaped sandwich’, a Bear Biscuit / pot of yoghurt/ soft drink. 
There will be several activities set out for the children, a fairy trail, and some treasure trails will be set out.  
Calling All Bakers: Come on all you lovely bakers – help us by making something delicious for people to buy 
to take home.  
Raffle: We would love to offer a Raffle to help us boost our funds – Thanks to those who have already 
dropped off prizes, if anyone can offer any more prizes that would be wonderful. 
Plant Sale: Garden Plants – if anyone has any garden plants (potted please) we would be grateful – we have 
a few to get us started but it would be wonderful to have a few more.  Small or large all are welcome. 
 
Gift Aid Envelopes: If you are a taxpayer and could help the church to claim back 25% tax on your donations 
to the Church, please join the Gift Aid scheme. Please contact Mary Mayo on  
 
Flower displays in Church: if you would like to remember a loved one or a special event through flowers in 
our Church, please consider sponsoring our displays. Please contact Louise Sandford or Father Damian in 
church or drop her an email though the parish email.  
 
Music at Sunday Mass: We are delighted to welcome Jayne Llewellyn to our parish as a volunteer organist. 
Jayne is an experienced musician and choir director, so we feel very blessed. She will be playing for us from 
22nd August, and we will be introducing some signing to the Sunday Mass as permitted by the diocese.  
Please, if you feel you can bring your vocal skills to support us, do make yourself known!! 
 
Volunteering at Our Lady and St Benedict’s: As we move out of lockdown and try to get back to normal, we 
need more volunteers to help. If you would like to help our Church in any way, if you have a skill, talent, or 
time we could use, please come forward, do not be shy, get involved, especially if you can play an 
instrument! Please contact Fr Damian by phone or email.  
 
Updated Advice re Covid Restrictions August 15th, 2021: We are still moving cautiously and some of our 
measures will remain in place for now. The latest advice is that while we do want to try and get back to 
normal by at the latest November, we must do this gradually, to continue to protect all who attend mass at 
Our Lady and St Benedict’s. It is a process not an event. We will always try to accommodate those who still 
feel and are maybe vulnerable. 

• Please be patient with us, we are asking all who attend our services to sanitise their hands on entry 
and to wear a mask. NB. This does not apply if you are Exempt.  

• We have reduced the space between families and “bubbles” to one meter which means that we can 
accommodate a few more people in the church and still be well below the total capacity of the 
church. If you need more room, there are little cards in church to save a blank seat around you.  

• We invite you to sit or stand as appropriate at mass but ask if you would continue to sit when we 
would normally Kneel.  

• Please greet one another at the sign of peace but we are not encouraging physically contact for now.  

• Our stewards will still direct participants to communion. Hand sanitiser will be available for those 
who wish. 

• We are also asked to continue with recording those attending the church for track and trace.  

• We are still very reliant on the help from our stewards to welcome people to church and sanitise 
after services.  

It is very important if you or your family have any of the symptoms of Covid or have been in contact with a 
suspected case to protect others please stay away from Church and join us on Zoom. 

 
Follow the daily Readings at Mass https://universalis.com/mass.htm or https://www.alivepublishing.co.uk/ 
Warwick Deanery Website: www.warwick-catholicdeanery.org.uk  
Birmingham Archdiocese Link: https://www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk 
 

The Parish is part of the Archdiocese of Birmingham. Registered Charity No. 234216. 
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