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15.08.2021 – Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary  

Welcome to guests, visitors and parishioners. Let us gather in prayerful silence,  
and be encouraged “to speak to God before Mass and speak to our neighbour/s after Mass. 

 

In Mary’s glorious assumption we celebrate the fulfilment of our Christian destiny,  

and with her we proclaim the greatness of the Lord. 
 

 

Masses & Intentions  
 

Saturday 14 Vigil - The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary              

5.30pm   Varsha Santiago (Birthday)   
 

Sunday  15 The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary              

10.00am People of the Parish   
 

Monday 16 Feria in Ordinary Time  

9.15am  ~~~ No Mass ~~~ 
 

Tuesday 17 Feria in Ordinary Time  

9.15am  ~~~ No Mass ~~~ 
 

Wednesday 18  Feria in Ordinary Time  

6.15pm  Eucharistic Adoration & Rosary 

7.00pm  Angela Lyons (Birthday) 
 

Thursday 19  Feria in Ordinary Time  

9.15am  In Thanksgiving (for all Benefactors) 
 

Friday 20 St. Bernard, Abbot, Doctor of the Church 

9.15am  Deceased Grady Family 

Saturday 21 St. Pius X, Pope 
   

5.30pm   Deceased Groden Family 

Sunday  22 Twenty First Sunday in Ordinary Time              

10.00am Annual Mass for the Parish (Johnson Association)   
 

 

Mary’s Visit to Elizabeth (Luke 1:39-56): The core of this 

gospel reading is Mary’s canticle of thanksgiving for God’s gifts 

to her. It is, however, fitting that, on the Feast of the bodily 

Assumption of Mary, it should begin with her bodily attention 

to the bodily needs of her elderly relative. With her own baby on 

the way, she would have plenty of other priorities, making her 

long journey a real act of kindness. Her canticle, sung daily in 

the liturgy of Evening Prayer, sums up God’s faithfulness to his 

promises, focussed on his gifts to this simple peasant girl. It 

combines a wonderful sense of the holiness of God with warmth 

of gratitude, showing the thoughts that revolved constantly in 

Mary’s mind. As is fitting in the mouth of a girl whose only 

knowledge of books was the Bible, Mary’s song is a texture of 

scriptural phrases. We cannot assume that Luke wrote it down 

at Mary’s dictation, for putting words in the mouth of his 

characters is a feature of Luke the historian; but it must reflect 

her thinking. If any theme resounds again and again throughout 

the Bible, it is God’s care for the poor, for the simple and for 

those in need. It is this which sets the Hebraeo-Christian 

tradition apart from the ways of the world.  

What was Mary thinking as she walked to Elizabeth’s home 

and back again? How may we in our daily lives show 

gratitude and give praise to God?                         Dom Henry Wansbrough OSB                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

RIP: Please pray for all those who died recently and for all the 

faithful departed. May the Lord bring them in His peace to that 

knowledge which fulfils faith, answers hope, and receive the 
fullness of His love. May the grieving families be strengthened 

and supported by our thoughts and prayers. 
 

The Dogma of the Assumption 
 

On November 1, 1950, Pius XII defined the 

dogma of the Assumption. Thus he solemnly 

proclaimed that the belief whereby the Blessed 

Virgin Mary, at the close of her earthly life, 

was taken up, body and soul, into the glory of 

heaven, definitively forms part of the deposit 

of faith, received from the Apostles. To avoid 

all that is uncertain the Pope did not state 

either the manner or the circumstances of time 

and place in which the Assumption took place — only the fact 

of the Assumption of Mary, body and soul, into the glory of 

heaven, is the matter of the definition. 
 

Today's solemnity supersedes the liturgy of the Twentieth 

Sunday in Ordinary Time. 
 

Eucharistic Adoration 
 

Wednesday Eucharistic Adoration has resumed! Having 

discussed with parishioners attending Mass on this day, it 

has been decided to pray the Rosary at 6.15pm. Adoration 

will conclude in time for Mass at 7.00pm. All are welcome.  
 

“The Church and the world have a great need for 

Eucharistic worship. Jesus awaits us in this 

sacrament of love. Let us not refuse the time to go 

to meet him in adoration, in contemplation full of 

faith, and open to making amends for the serious 

offenses and crimes of the world. Let our adoration 

never cease”. (CCC, 1380, quoting St. John Paul II’s 

letter Dominicae Cenae, The Mystery and Worship of the 

Eucharist) 
 

“Contemplation is a gaze of faith, fixed on Jesus. “I look at him 

and he looks at me”: this is what a certain peasant of Ars in the 

time of his holy curé [St. John Vianney] used to say while 

praying before the tabernacle. This focus on Jesus is a 

renunciation of self. His gaze purifies our heart; the light of the 

countenance of Jesus illumines the eyes of our heart and teaches 

us to see everything in the light of his truth and his compassion 

for all men. Contemplation also turns its gaze on the mysteries 

of the life of Christ”. (CCC, 2715) 
 

Sanctuary Lamp: The Sanctuary Lamp burns this week in 

thanksgiving for successful outcome of medical treatment 

of Sue Minton. We rejoice with her and thank the Lord for 

all the favours showered upon us!  

 

Pope’s Prayer Intention for August 

The Church: Let us pray for the Church, that she may receive 

from the Holy Spirit the grace and strength to reform herself in 

the light of the Gospel. 
 

 

Offertory Collection 
Gift Aid £70.90: Non-Gift Aid £94.25 Total: £172.15  

(NB: The above figure does not include those paid online or by Direct Debit) 

Thank you very much for your generosity. 
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Charitable Giving during Covid 19: Several charitable 

organisations and NGO’s have involved in raising funds to help 

the needy and disadvantaged within our country and further 

afield. The leading Catholic charities such as Cafod and Aid to 

the Church in Need (CAN) are likely to do so. Please check and 

donate online.  

Parishioners intending to make donations for these 

causes, may also do so through the parish. If you do, please 

indicate this clearly on your envelopes. 
 

Thanksgiving Mass for Marriage 2021: The annual diocesan 

Thanksgiving Mass for Marriage will take place on Saturday 

9th October, 12noon at St Chad’s Cathedral. 
 

If you are celebrating a milestone anniversary during 2021 (from 

your 1st up to 60th (every 5 years), and every year over 60) please 

email Lianne Pap (Marriage and Family Life Co-

ordinator) marriage.mass@rcaob.org.uk for your names to be 

listed in the Mass booklet. 
 

You can also send in ‘then & now’ photos to be part of the video 

compilation. 
  

We are looking to find the longest married couple in the diocese, 

so if you think you, your parents or grandparents could be it then 

let Lianne know! 
  

The Mass is open to all married couples, as well as those 

preparing to marry in 2021 but you will need to register a place 

via email – marriage.mass@rcaob.org.uk 

Closing date to register for the Mass is 1st October. 
 

Mass on Monday & Tuesday: There will be no Mass on 

Monday and Tuesday this week, as I shall be away visiting 

family & priest friends in Brentwood diocese. Hope to be back 

in time for the Eucharistic Adoration and Mass on Wednesday. 
 

An update on ‘Break in’ Follow up: Following the ‘break in’ 

and the subsequent damage caused at our church, the parish has 

been in touch with all relevant authorities and concerns.  

You will be pleased to know that the sacristy door has 

been repaired and partially painted. The thurible stand has been 

repaired and polished. A new ‘Intruder Alarm’ has been installed 

giving added security and peace of mind.  

Securing the parish hall kitchen door and the windows 

in the sacristy are yet to be completed. Hope and pray that this 

will be completed as soon as possible. 
 

Repair Work: Recently, work has been carried out to repair the 

sacristy roof. The old (& failed) lead from section of the rood 

has been replaced with new. A section of wall has been 

repositioned.  

Repair & cleaning work has also been carried out to the 

flat roof above the confessional.  

Two new air bricks have been fitted in the sacristy and 

at Our Lady’s chapel. 
 

Advance Notice – School Mass: We are pleased to inform that 

the staff members from our primary school and the members of 

the Governing Body who can, will be present at Mass on 

Thursday 2nd September. 

On Thursday 9th September, staff and students will 

come for the Whole School Mass.  

Please note that the Mass will be celebrated at 9.30am 

on these two days. 
 

St. Bernard of Clairvaux (1090-1153) was the second founder 

of the Cistercians, the Mellifluous Doctor, the apostle of the 

Crusades, the miracle-worker, the reconciler of kings, the leader 

of peoples, the counsellor of popes! His sermons, from which 

there are many excerpts in the Breviary, are conspicuous for 

genuine emotion and spiritual unction.  
 

The celebrated Memorare is ascribed to him.  

Bernard was born in 1090 near Dijon, the third son of an 

illustrious Burgundian family. At the age of twenty-two he 

entered the monastery of Citeaux (where the Cistercian Order 

had its beginning) and persuaded thirty other youths of noble 

rank to follow his example. 

Two years later he led a group of monks to establish a 

house at Clairvaux, and became its abbot (1115). The monastic 

rule which he perfected at Clairvaux became the model for 163 

monasteries of the Cistercian reform where his spirit flourished. 

He was a theologian, poet, orator, and writer. He is sometimes 

considered as a Father of the Church. 

To his disciple, Bernard of Pisa, who later became Pope 

Eugene III, he dedicated his work De Consideratione. Bernard's 

influence upon the princes, the clergy, and the people of his age 

was most remarkable. By penitential practices he so exhausted 

his body that it could hardly sustain his soul, ever eager to praise 

and honor God. He died in Clairvaux, France in 1153. 
 

Magnificat 
 

My soul proclaims the Lord my God,  

my spirit sings his praise! 

He looks on me, he lifts me up,  

and gladness fills my days. 
 

All nations now will share my joy,  

his gifts he has outpoured;  

his little one he has made great;  

I magnify the Lord. 
 

For those who love his holy name,  

his mercy will not die.  

His strong right arm puts down the proud  

and lifts the lowly high. 
 

He fills the hungry with good things,  

the rich he sends away.  

The promise made to Abraham  

is filled to endless day. 
 

Magnificat, Magnificat,  

Magnificat, praise God!  

Praise God, praise God, praise God, Praise God,  

magnificat, praise God! 
 

Hail, Queen of Heaven. 
 

HAIL, Queen of Heav'n, the ocean Star, 

Guide of the wand'rer here below! 

Thrown on life's surge we claim thy care, 

Save us from peril and from woe. 

Mother of Christ, Star of the sea, 

Pray for the wanderer, pray for me 
 

O gentle, chaste, and spotless Maid, 

We sinners make our prayers through thee 

Remind thy Son that He has paid 

The price of our iniquity. 

Virgin most pure, Star of the sea, 

Pray for the sinner, pray for me. 
 

Sojourners in this vale of tears, 

O thee, blest Advocate, we cry, 

Pity our sorrows, calm our fears, 

And soothe with hope our misery. 

Refuge in grief, Star of the sea, 

Pray for the mourner, pray for me. 
 

And while to Him who reigns above, 

In Godhead One, in Persons Three, 

The source of life, of grace, of love, 

Homage we pay on bended knee; 

Do thou, bright Queen, Star of the sea. 

Pray for thy children, pray for me 
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