
 
 

OUR LADY & ST BENEDICT’S CHURCH NEWSLETTER 
Alcester Road, Wootton Wawen, B95 6BQ 

Tel: 01564 792647 

Priest-in-Charge: Fr. Damian Nwankwo 

Email: olandsb@gmail.com  
Catholic Education Sunday 

Twenty Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
11th – 12th September 2021 

“You are the Christ. The Son of Man is destined to suffer grievously”. 
Mark 8:27- 35          Psalter week 4 

Pope’s Prayer Intention for September: An Environmentally Sustainable Lifestyle: We pray that we will all make 
courageous choices for a simple and environmentally lifestyle rejoicing in our young people who are resolutely committed 
to this.  

Public Mass Times this week. 
Saturday 11th September: Vigil of the Twenty Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time Mass at 5.30 pm 
Divine healing for Maureen Walsh, Peggy Lennon, Michael Walsh, and Andrew Doyle.  
Second collection for Catholic Education 
Sunday 12th September: Twenty fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time:   Mass at 10.00 am 
Gail Hind RIP  ‘  Online via Zoom. 
Second collection for Catholic Education 
Monday 13th September: Memorial of St John Chrysostom,  

Bishop, Doctor of the Church.    Mass at 9.15 am 
Tuesday 14th September: Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross   Mass at 9.15 am 
Thursday 16th September: Memorial of Ss Cornelius Pope, and Cyprian Bishop, Martyrs. Mass at 9.15 am 
Friday 17th September: Feria in Ordinary Time     Mass at 9.15 am 
Saturday 18th September: Vigil of the Twenty Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time  Mass at 5.30 pm 
Divine healing for Maureen Walsh, Peggy Lennon, Michael Walsh, and Andrew Doyle.  
Sunday 19th September: Twenty Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time:   Mass at 10.00 am 
Margaret Rose RIP    Online via Zoom. 

Follow the daily Readings at Mass https://universalis.com/mass.htm  or https://www.alivepublishing.co.uk/ 
 

The Flowers by the Sanctuary are sponsored this weekend by Tom and Kay Phillips. Many thanks to them for 
their support.  
 
Flower displays in Church: Would you like to Sponsor the flowers in our church at the weekend? If you would like 
to remember a loved one or a special event through flowers in our church. Please contact Louise Sandford or 
Father Damian in church or drop her an email though the parish email.  
 
Message from Fr Damian:  The readings this weekend, challenge us to open our minds and truly see how Jesus is 
both human and divine and recognize him as the source of our salvation. In the first reading we hear the prophecy 
in the Old Testament of how Jesus will save us by being a servant. The second reading tells us that we must follow 
Jesus in service to others. And in the gospel, Peter identifies Jesus as the messiah, and Jesus foretells his suffering 
and death. 
Please do try and get to our Saturday Vigil or Sunday mass, Remember we are being encouraged by the Bishops 
and the church to return to our Sunday obligation, to attend mass and make Sunday special with the Lord.  
 
Prayer intentions:  Please pray for those on our parish sick list and all sick the elderly, the housebound, all who 
are self -isolating and all who care for them.   
We pray for all our family and friends who have died especially for our parish anniversaries, Gail Hind, Marie Hall, 

Elizabeth Hay, Tony Symes, William Hadland and Andrew Nevin, Eternal rest grant to them O Lord. 

 

Education Sunday 2021: This Sunday our Diocese celebrates Education Sunday. It is an important time at the start 

of the School year to pray for all our catholic schools especially St Mary’s in Henley and St Benedict’s in Alcester 

and for all are involved in the teaching and support of our schools, to show encouragement for the work of 

Catholic Education in our local parishes and across our Archdiocese, bringing the faith and gospel to our children 

and young people.  

There will be a collection for the work of Catholic Education in our Archdiocese this weekend, Please be as 

generous as you can.  

 

Gift Aid Envelopes: If you are a taxpayer and could help the church to claim back 25% tax on your donations to 
the Church, please join the Gift Aid scheme. Please contact Mary Mayo on mary.mayo1@btinternet.com  
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The Parish is part of the Archdiocese of Birmingham. Registered Charity No. 234216 
Finance Update: It’s been a challenging 18 months for churches and whilst Our Lady and St Benedict are no 
exception, we have been healthily supported by parishioners during the pandemic. Thank you so much for all your 
regular or ad hoc donations to help keep us afloat! We know you are interested in how we are doing and so whilst 
we are grateful for what we have, we need to let you know where we are at the moment, so you are in an 
informed position. 
In simple terms, we are on average £500.00 per month in deficit due to increases of cost in the areas of insurance, 
council tax and utilities including oil. Despite not opening the church for much of winter, it still needed heating to 
prevent damp and deterioration and so whilst contributions overall reduced, costs did not! 
Many of us are facing the same challenges, and I do not share this message for any reason other than to keep you 
informed. Based on our figures we can see that if we all gave as little as if we all gave as little as £5 more per 
month this would make a huge impact on our funds. 
We continue with the Maintenance Fund separately and need to look at renovation of the altar and surveys of the 
cemetery now that restrictions are lifted. If there are any volunteers that would like to oversee either of these 
projects with help from others, please do let myself or Louise, our vice chair know. 
 Thank you for your ongoing support and we hope you find this update useful. 
Our Next Parish Pastoral Council meeting is on 28th September 7.15 for 7.30 start 
 
Plants for Sale in aid of Parish Maintenance fund: Lesley still has some plants for sale in aid of the Parish 
Maintenance, Hellebores self-seeded so will be random colours - 9cm pots 25p - 1 litre £1. and larger £2  
Verbena Bonariensis, seedlings. 9cm pots 25p each, flowers from late June all summer 5-6ft tall  
Blue Iris Siberica plants (these do well in clay soil and wet places-) 1 litre pots £2 - flower June  
Blue Bearded Iris.  Tray £5 - singles £1 each   Hollyhock seedlings 9 cm pots 50p each  
Hemerocallis (Day lilies) which are orange and flower early in the season beginning in June, these will be ready 
mid-September if anyone is interested, please contact Lesley, on 01789 488 048 or email    
lesleyeharvey@yahoo.co.uk  
 
Annual Thanksgiving Mass for Marriage: Sat 9 Oct, 12 pm at St Chad’s Cathedral. If you are celebrating a 
milestone wedding anniversary during 2021 (1st to 60th (every 5 years), and every year over 60) please email 
Lianne Pap (Marriage and Family Life Co-ordinator) marriage.mass@rcaob.org.uk. for your names to be listed in 
the Mass booklet. You can also send in ‘then & now’ photos to be part of the video compilation.  
We are looking to find the longest married couple in the diocese, so if you think you, your parents or 
grandparents could be it then let Lianne know! 
The Mass is open to all married couples, as well as those preparing to marry in 2021. this year we are able to 
gather in person, but you will need to register a place via email – marriage.mass@rcaob.org.uk Closing date to 
register for the Mass is 1 Oct. 
 
Updated Advice re Covid Restrictions, September 2021: At Our Lady and St Benedict’s while we are trying to 
encourage worshipers to return to normal, we will always try to accommodate those who still feel and are maybe 
vulnerable. 

• We are asking all who attend our services to sanitise their hands on entry and to wear a mask. NB. This 
does not apply if you are Exempt.  

• We are also asked to continue with recording those attending the church for track and trace.  

• We are still very reliant on the help from our stewards to welcome people to church and sanitise after 
services.  

• We have reduced the space between families and “bubbles” to one meter which means we can sit more 
people in a row, please just leave one seat free Do not just sit either end of the rows. this way we can 
accommodate a few more people in the church. If you need more room, there are little cards in church to 
save a blank seat around you.  

• We invite you to sit or stand as appropriate at mass but ask if you would continue to sit when we would 
normally Kneel.  

• We are not physically exchanging the sign of peace feel free to greet one another without touch.   

• Our stewards will still direct participants to communion. Hand sanitiser will be available for those who 
wish.  

• The toilets have been opened in case of any emergencies. We ask if you are using them to please clean 
and wipe down any surfaces that are used. There is anti bac hand gel and wipes in the loo. 

It is very important if you or your family have any of the symptoms of Covid or have been in contact with a 
suspected case to protect others please stay away from Church and join us on Zoom. 

Warwick Deanery Website: www.warwick-catholicdeanery.org.uk  
Birmingham Archdiocese Link: https://www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk 
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