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05.09.2021 – Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Welcome to guests, visitors and parishioners. Let us gather in prayerful silence,  
and be encouraged “to speak to God before Mass and speak to our neighbour/s after Mass. 

 

The Lord who does all things well 

Today we celebrate our “unbounded admiration” for the Lord who makes no distinctions between classes of peoples, but makes 

the poor rich in faith, the deaf hear and the dumb speak. 
 

 

Masses & Intentions  
 

Saturday 04 Vigil – Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time            

5.30pm  Sue Minton (In Thanksgiving)   
 

Sunday 05 Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time              

10.00am People of the Parish (Thomai Gounder RIP, 35th Ann) 
 

Monday 06 Feria in Ordinary Time  

9.15am  Clodagh O’Neill 
 

Tuesday 07 Feria in Ordinary Tiime  

9.15am  Don & Reine-Marie Bates 
 

Wednesday 08  Feast of the Nativity of the BVM 

6.15pm  Eucharistic Adoration & Rosary 

7.00pm  St. Sharon pcj (Intentions) 
 

Thursday 09  Feria in Ordinary Time (St. Osburg, Abbess)  

9.30am* St. Mary’s Primary School (F&J Vials) 
 

Friday 10 Feria in Ordinary Time  

9.15am  Bill Burnell 

Saturday 11 Feria in Ordinary Time 
   

5.30pm  People of the Parish   

Sunday  12 Twenty Third Sunday in Ordinary Time              

10.00am Bridget Owens (Intentions) 
 

 

Jesus Cures a Deaf Man (Mark 7:31-37): This Sunday’s first 

reading prepares us to understand the true meaning of this 

incident, for in his wonderful cures Jesus is fulfilling that 

prophecy of Isaiah. Jesus’ activity, as he goes around ‘doing all 

things well’, manifests the coming of God into the world, that 

Day of the Lord when the tongues of the dumb will sing for joy. 

Jesus is the sacrament of God. In him God is active in the world, 

bringing peace, healing and joy. In him people met and 

experienced God. His gestures (of putting his fingers into the 

man’s ears and touching his tongue with spittle) are affectionate 

ways of showing that God is physically at work in him. In a 

modern hygiene conscious world such actions might be frowned 

upon. But if we are truly acting as the members of Christ’s body 

in the world, we cannot hold back, and from time to time we will 

be involved physically and totally in helping others. One such 

famous, courageous gesture was Princess Diana’s handshake 

with an AIDS-sufferer when it was still thought that the 

condition was physically contagious. We too can bring Christ’s 

healing in countless simple (but often costly and courageous) 

ways.  

What do we learn about God from the gestures and words of 

Jesus in today’s Gospel?                                      Dom Henry Wansbrough OSB                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
 

RIP: Please pray for all those who died recently and for all the 

faithful departed. May the Lord bring them in His peace to that 

knowledge which fulfils faith, answers hope, and receive the 
fullness of His love. May the grieving families be strengthened 

and supported by our thoughts and prayers. 
 

 

Parish Meeting: The present pandemic has affected our lives in 

many ways. While it has shaken our confidence among other 

things, it seems also to have provided fresh opportunities of 

being the faith community. We are inviting parishioners to a 

meeting this weekend after both the Masses to reflect the ways 

and means of moving (cautiously) forward as the parish 

community. Your suggestions will be very welcome, and your 

valuable support is very much anticipated.  
 

* Mass on Thursday: Please the Mass will be at 9.30am. 
 

Thanksgiving Mass for Marriage 2021: The annual diocesan 

Thanksgiving Mass for Marriage will take place on Saturday 

9th October, 12noon at St Chad’s Cathedral. 

If you are celebrating a milestone anniversary during 

2021 (from your 1st up to 60th (every 5 years), and every year 

over 60) please email Lianne Pap (Marriage and Family Life Co-

ordinator) marriage.mass@rcaob.org.uk for your names to be 

listed in the Mass booklet. 

You can also send in ‘then & now’ photos to be part of 

the video compilation. 

  We are looking to find the longest married couple in the 

diocese, so if you think you, your parents or grandparents could 

be it then let Lianne know! 

  The Mass is open to all married couples, as well as those 

preparing to marry in 2021 but you will need to register a place 

via email – marriage.mass@rcaob.org.uk 

Closing date to register for the Mass is 1st October. 
 
 

Catholic Education Service: The retiring collection 

next weekend will be for Catholic Education Service.  
 

Pope’s Prayer Intention for September 
An Environmentally Sustainable Lifestyle: We pray that 
we all will make courageous choices for a simple and 
environmentally sustainable lifestyle, rejoicing in our young 
people who are resolutely committed to this. 
 

Sanctuary Lamp: The Sanctuary Lamp burns this week in 

loving memory of Maurice Griffin RIP. May God grant him 

eternal rest and help and support the grieving family!  

 
 

Offertory Collection 
Gift Aid £89.00: Non-Gift Aid £73.79 Total: £162.79  

(NB: The above figure does not include those paid online or by Direct Debit) 

Thank you very much for your generosity. 
 

Clergy Training Fund: Our Diocesan Vocations Director has 
written to thank for our parishioners’ contribution for this fund. He 
has also informed that there are nine men in formation for the 
Priesthood: five at St. Mary’s College, Oscott, and four at the 
Venerable English College in Rome. There are also eight men in 
formation for the Permanent Diaconate. Our prayers are asked 
for. 
 

Baptism Preparation Sessions: Pleased to inform 
parishioners that we have a good number of requests for 
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baptism. As part of preparing the parents & Godparents for 
this important task of passing on and nurturing the faith, the 
parish is coming up with at least two sessions in the evenings. 
More details in due course. If parishioners could share this 
information with parents thinking of baptism for their children, 
it will be much appreciated. 
 

The people of Haiti urgently need our help: Following the 
recent 7.2 magnitude earthquake in Haiti, around half a million 
children need emergency humanitarian assistance. 
 

Tens of thousands of homes have been destroyed and there is 
widespread fear of further damage and danger as aftershocks 
continue. People are in urgent need of food, safe water, and 
shelter.   
 

Mary's Meals has been feeding schoolchildren in Haiti for 15 
years and works closely with four well-established and trusted 
local partners across the country. Many communities were 
already vulnerable as the Caribbean nation continued to grapple 
with ongoing political unrest and the long-term damage created 
by previous natural disasters, so this latest catastrophe has left 
hundreds of thousands of people in desperate need.  

Our partners are co-ordinating an emergency response, 
to deliver emergency ration packs of essential food items to 
families in the worst affected areas. 
 

Please give if you can, to help families in desperate hardship. 
For further information, visit https://www.marysmeals.org.uk/  
 

Communion to the Sick & Housebound: As the restrictions 
are cautiously eased, attempts have already been made to 
take Holy Communion to the sick and housebound. From now 
on, attempts will be to take Communion to those housebound 
parishioners in their homes on the 1st and 3rd Fridays, and to 
those who are in care / nursing homes / sheltered 
accommodations on 2nd and 4th Fridays. As when it is 
possible, Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Eucharist will be 
encouraged to assist in this task.  
 I would be very grateful if those Eucharistic Ministers 
willing to help, let me know. 
 

The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary (Feast, Sept. 8): 
We know that everyone has a birthday. The Bible doesn’t say 
anything about Mary’s birth, but we know that she was born. 
Like all parents, Mary’s parents—we call them Joachim and 
Ann—probably took one look at their newborn daughter and 
knew that she was special. 

Joachim and Ann loved God very much, and they 
were filled with gratitude to God for the gift of a child. They 
raised Mary as a child of God, teaching her to love and serve 
God. When the angel Gabriel told Mary that she had been 
chosen to be the Mother of Jesus, she already had great faith 
in God. Her strong faith and trust allowed her to say yes to 
God’s plan for her. We cannot be certain what the future holds 
for any newborn infant, but we do know that the life of each 
person has meaning and purpose. When Mary was born, the 
world did not know who she was. Sometimes others—and 
maybe even you—don’t see how special you are. Maybe you 
forget that God is calling you, too, right now, to do what Mary 
did—to bring Jesus into the world. 
           When we celebrate his mother’s birth, we honor Jesus 
too. Today thank God for the gift of life, and give honor to both 
Mary and Jesus by showing respect and concern for one 
another—remembering that God has created each person 
with love and with a call to something very special in life. 
 

A new commandment  

A new commandment I give unto you: 

that you love one another as I have loved you, 
that you love one another as I have loved you. 
 

By this shall all know that you are my disciples: 

if you have love one for another. 

By this shall all know that you are my disciples: 

if you have love one for another. (A new ...) 

 

You are my friends if you do what I command you. 

Without my help you can do nothing. 

You are my friends if you do what I command you. 

Without my help you can do nothing. (A new ...) 
 

I am the true vine, my father is the gard’ner. 

Abide in me: I will be with you. 

I am the true vine, my father is the gard’ner. 

Abide in me: I will be with you. (A new ...) 
 

True love is patient, nor arrogant nor boastful; 

Love bears all things, love is eternal. 

True love is patient, nor arrogant nor boastful; 

Love bears all things, love is eternal. (A new ...) 
 

Take Me, Lord 
 

1. Take me, Lord, use my life in the way you wish to do,  

Fill me, Lord, touch my heart till it always thinks of you.  

Take me now, as I am, this is all I can offer.  

Here today I, the clay, will be moulded by my Lord. 
 

2. Lord, I pray that each day I will listen to your will. Many 

times I have failed but I know you love me still. Teach me 

now, guide me, Lord, keep me close to you always.  

Here today I, the clay, will be moulded by my Lord.  
 

3. I am weak, fill me now with your strength and set me free.  

Make me whole, fashion me so that you will live in me. Hold 

me now in your hands, form me now with your Spirit.  

Here today I, the clay, will be moulded by my Lord. 
 

Lay your hands gently 
 

Lay your hands gently upon us,    
Let their touch render your peace,  

Let them bring your forgiveness and healing,  

Lay your hands gently, lay your hands. 
 

You were sent to free the broken hearted.  

You were sent to give sight to the blind.  

You desire to heal all our illness.  

Lay your hands, gently lay your hands. 
 

Lord, we come to you through one another.  

Lord, we come to you in all our need.    

Lord, we come to you seeking wholeness.  

Lay your hands, gently lay your hands. 
 

Christ, Be Our Light 
 

Longing for light, we wait in darkness 

Longing for truth, we turn to You. 

Make us Your own, Your holy people 

Light for the world to see. 
 

Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts. 

Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! Shine in Your church gathered today. 

 

Longing for peace, our world is troubled 

Longing for hope, many despair. 

Your word alone has pow'r to save us. 

Make us your living voice. 
 

Longing for food, many are hungry 

Longing for water, many still thirst. 

Make us Your bread, broken for others 

Shared until all are fed. 
 

Longing for shelter, many are homeless 

Longing for warmth, many are cold. 

Make us Your building, sheltering others 

Walls made of living stone. 
 

Many the gift, many the people  

Many the hearts that yearn to belong. 

Let us be servants to one another  

Making Your kingdom come. 
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