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“R O O T & B R A N C H 
 A SYNOD THAT STARTS WITH WOMEN 

AND DOESN’T END THERE” 
 
Recently, a conference was held in Bristol under the title “Root and Branch Synod”, the culmination of preparation begun prior to 

Covid 19. It was a synod convened by women and open to all. It anticipated the synod convened by Pope Francis for 2023 and 

attracted international speakers of sound and varied opinions.  It was held on Zoom and also live in Bristol.  
 

There was much questioning of issues that are dear to many peoples’ hearts, particularly those for whom the Catholic Church matters 

a lot. There was no fear to raise such issues, some of which church authorities would prefer remained unaddressed at present. 
 

Here was, and remains, a huge concern among thinking people, namely, to what extent will opinions of  ‘lay folk’ be filtered by 

various hierarchies prior to their being presented at the synod in Rome in 2023? This will remain a genuine concern unless and until 

you who are reading this, and non-ordained folk like you,  engage with the important issues ‘troubling’ the Catholic Church at 

present. 
 

I wonder how many of these issues are of concern to you, as you engage with your busy family and work life, caring for children, 

grandchildren and indeed elderly parents - and each other? Perhaps there is too much happening in your life to expect you to get 

involved and this is understandable. Nevertheless, here is the invitation to respond as you see fit and appropriate for you.  
 

There is a great cry (sometimes unheard or unspoken) for meaningful change. Pope Francis has a desire for this change to emanate 

from ‘ordinary’ women and men. Your opinion, then, does matter. For any such change to happen, it is crucial that you express your 

opinion. “The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is for good men (people) to do nothing. (perhaps best attributed to John 

Stuart Mills 1867). Perhaps it is not so much evil that we are concerned about but rather that complacency might inhibit greater 

things emerging...  
 

Where change is called for does not present as ‘evil’, but it is often just not right, nevertheless. Among the issues raised in Bristol 

were: the status of women in the church, as priests and as having significant place in authoritative decision making; marriage and 

remarriage after divorce and access to Communion; worship, liturgy, structure and meaning of Eucharist and sacraments; same 

gender ‘marriage’ and sexuality, including homosexuality; responsibility for our God given creation and planet; morality; belonging 

and being. Not too much, I hope! 
 

The manner in which these are often presented, together with sometimes spurious arguments, contributes to an image of ‘Catholic 

Church’ that seems not to appeal to a thinking generation of young, informed and maturing adults. I ask how you, I, we, can 

contribute to transforming our church so that it appeals to a generation of adults from 18 to 35 and beyond. These speak to me of 

their love for their church and for their faith and yet who cannot, in the simplest of terms, make sense of a Catholic Church that sees 

its footfall continuing to decline and yet seems to resist change. The image for many was ‘head in the sand’. 
 

Here, then, is an invitation this week to you to prepare to be a part of Pope Francis’ call for change. You can be informed by logging 

on to rootandbranchsynod.org and so prepare yourself to be involved locally when the opportunity presents itself in the near future. 

Over time, and at your own pace, listen to short presentations on various topics. What is presented, I assure you, is relevant and 

makes easy listening. 
 

Let St Paul be your guide: “Let your behaviour change”, Paul said, “by renewing the way you think” (Romans 12: 1-2). 
 

How about you? 
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PLEASE NOTE NEW LINK  

Mass streamed live from St Anne’s using https://youtu.be/_Y4_rFRk-dM 

 

Please see diary below for this week’s timings of Mass  
Have you thought of inviting someone to join with you at one of the streamed Masses through the week? 

 

Sunday 10 October   8.30am Wappenbury and live stream Twenty Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Stephen Cusworth (30th anniversary) 
Mary and Dan Legge - Silver Wedding anniversary 
  10.30am Princethorpe 

    

Monday 11 October 9.30am Wappenbury (live stream)  

    

Tuesday 12 October 9.30am 
Wappenbury (live stream) and 

in church  

 7.30pm Wappenbury Parish Finance Committee Meeting 

    

Wednesday 13 October No Mass   

    

Thursday 14 October 9.30am Wappenbury (live stream)  

    

Friday 15 October 9.30am Wappenbury (live stream) 
Memorial of St Teresa of Jesus, Virgin, Doctor of the 

Church 

    

Saturday 16 October  No Mass  

    

Sunday 17 October  8.30am                 Wappenbury and live stream 

  10.30 am    Princethorpe 

                 
 

 

 

 
Reading At Mass 

If you wish to read at Mass at Princethorpe, please let me or Peter know. It does seem as if we will not be able to meet prior to 

reading, at least for the time being. 
 

Sacristans Required For Both Churches 
As we prepare to return to some form of normality, I require sacristans for both churches. Some are contributing a lot at 

present to the management of both sacristies. I need people who will be available, not only to prepare both churches for Sunday 

Mass, preferably on the day before, but to assist at baptisms, weddings, funerals etc. 
 

This is a genuine ministry in its own right. If you interested, please contact Fr Teddy. 
 

Weekly Prayer Lists 
I will begin to look at the weekly prayer lists for next Sunday’s newsletter. It would be very helpful to know during this week if 

you DO NOT wish anyone to be taken off the ‘those who have died’ list. Otherwise I will consider very carefully anyone who 

has been on the list for more than three months. Those who are ill, and as long as they remain ill and are convalescing, will 

remain on the prayer list unless you let me know otherwise. 
 

Please can you let me know by email to me or Loretta lkpcurtis@hotmail.com 

 

 

CAFOD Emergency Support Request 
As you know CAFOD responds to emergency situations around the world. CAFOD is currently responding to the crisis in 

Afghanistan, the earthquake in Haiti and the extreme hunger in north-east Nigeria, South Sudan, Yemen and Ethiopia’s Tigray 

region. CAFOD’s Emergency News page has the latest updates including how to donate. All are asked to write to their MP, 

calling for Afghanistan’s refugees to be welcome in Britain. See that action here. 
 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/_Y4_rFRk-dM
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https://action.cafod.org.uk/page/88964/action/1


Our Lady’s School – Appeal For Foundation Governors 

Our Lady’s School Princethorpe Governing Body are looking for 2-3 new Foundation Governors to join the current  team with 

responsibility for this wonderful village primary school. 

 

Foundation governors are appointed by the archdiocese, usually for a period of up to 4 years. This is an important, voluntary 

(unpaid!) role and requires a serious level of commitment but, above all, it requires enthusiasm and interest in serving the school 

and parish community.  

 

Former (or present) parents with links to Our Lady’s School are especially welcome to apply. The Governors would be delighted 

to hear from anyone interested in Catholic education. The first full meeting of the Governing Body, since Covid, will take place 

at Our Lady’s School at 5.30pm on Monday 27th September and prospective governors will be invited to attend to ‘get a feel’ for 

the role before making any commitment.  

 

For further information, please email Peter Griffin, Chair of Governors, at: griffin.p@ourladysprincethorpe.co.uk or telephone 

07999 559088 or approach Peter after the Sunday 10.30 Mass at Princethorpe. 
 

Cleaning For St Anne’s 
With the re-opening of St Anne’s, I would like to prepare a cleaning list again. There ia a notice in the porch for anyone to sign 

up to help out within any particular week 
 

It will be important that whoever takes a turn lets me know when they are coming over so that you have access to the cleaning 

equipment. 
 

 

 Free Underlay! 
There is approximately 5 x 5 sq m of underlay waiting for someone to take it away. It was in the sitting room at St Anne’s with 

very little wear and in good condition. Please let me know if you are interested. If not claimed by Wednesday, it will go to the 

tip. 
 

 

Anniversaries And Special Birthdays 
If you have a deceased persons anniversary that you would like remembered please let me know. Also if you have a special 

birthday that you would like remembering please get in touch. The newsletter is drafted on the Friday before the Sunday with 

any late additions on Saturday ready for the transmission by email. If you know anyone that would like to receive a copy of the 

newsletter ask them to get in touch with Loretta at lkpcurtis@hotmail.com and she will alert me to add them to my contact list. 
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Shoebox Appeal  - The Campaign Steps Up A Gear – NOW – Please Help 
 

Well, we can now see some of the ladies in action! 

 
To send each box costs £2.50. Gifts of money are more than welcome to cover some of the cost of the transport – when Pam and 

the team send out over 2000 boxes you can appreciate the fundraising that needs to be done as well. 
 

In the next few weeks – we only have until the end of October - please consider adding to your shopping some of the following: 

toothbrushes, toothpaste, combs, bars of soap (no liquids), flannels, hairbrushes, small toys (both boys and girls), hair bobbles, 

little pieces of jewellery, sweets, no chocolate - all to fit in a shoe box.  
 

You may leave your donations in the porch at St Anne’s or bring them to 8.30 am Mass at Wappenbury or to the 10.30am Mass at 

Princethorpe -  Pam and Loretta will be very pleased to see you. 
 

 

 

Vacancies At The Princethorpe Foundation 

Reception Teacher – Crackley Hall School, Kenilworth- Required from January 2022, an enthusiastic, innovative and highly 

motivated Reception form teacher, who will be expected to lead a subject or equivalent area of school life and contribute to the 

extra-curricular programme. 

The post requires you to promote the smooth running of the School, maintaining the ethos of a caring Christian school family 

with a Catholic school base.  We are looking to employ an excellent teacher who will undertake form and class teacher duties 

whilst possessing a high level of ability and motivation to support the extra-curricular and wider life of the school. Closing date 

Monday 11 October 2021. For further information https://www.princethorpe.co.uk/?title=Join+Us&pid=1185&vacancyid=1872 

Caretaker – Crescent School, Rugby - We are recruiting a Caretaker to work on a part time, permanent basis, for the Estates 

team, providing support services at The Crescent in Bilton, Rugby. The role will ideally be working from 4.00pm to 6.30pm 

during term time, although more hours will be considered for the right candidate, and flexibility would be an advantage. 

The duties will primarily involve basic maintenance work, internal and external events, security, porterage and general caretaking 

duties. This is a ‘hands-on’ role facilitating the proper functioning of the school to ensure a safe and satisfactory working, learning 

and recreational environment. 

The successful applicant will need to be able to provide a high quality service to staff, pupils and visitors and be enthusiastic as 

well as honest, trustworthy, reliable and flexible, able to lift and to work on their own as well as part of a team. Applicants should 

preferably have a clean full driving licence. The successful applicant will need to undertake various Health and Safety courses 

before the commencement of work. Closing date Friday 29 October 2021, For further information  

https://www.princethorpe.co.uk/?title=Join+Us&pid=1185&vacancyid=1862 

Estates Assistant – Casual – Princethorpe College - We are recruiting Estates Assistants to work on a casual, basis for the 

Estates team, providing support services to all of the Foundation schools - Princethorpe College, The Crescent in Rugby and 

Crackley Hall School in Kenilworth. Flexibility will be required in respect of working hours, with occasional weekend work. 

The duties will primarily involve maintenance work internally and externally, security, porterage and some cleaning. Applicants 

with some carpentry, plumbing or decorating skills would be most welcome. This is a ‘hands-on’ role facilitating the proper 

functioning of the schools to ensure a safe and satisfactory working, learning and recreational environment. 

The successful applicant will need to be able to provide a high quality service to staff, pupils and visitors and be enthusiastic as 

well as honest, trustworthy and reliable, able to lift and to work on their own as well as part of a team. Applicants should 

preferably have a clean full driving licence. The successful applicant will need to undertake various Health and Safety courses 

before the commencement of work. Closing date Friday 29 October 2021. For further information 

https://www.princethorpe.co.uk/?title=Join+Us&pid=1185&vacancyid=1865 
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Especially In Your Prayers – For The Living 
John Callaghan, friend of Mary Rogers, former Principal of Solihull College and University Centre recently retired with 

inoperable stomach and bowel cancer. Please pray for Johns family and all his friends and colleagues. 
Denis Simons, friend of Loretta and Paul, receiving a new type of chemotherapy treatment. Please pray for Denis as his daughter’s 

wedding is at the end of October.  
James Tarry (6yrs old) who is seriously ill. Pray for his family, and for those who offer support. 
Bill as he has to endure further treatment and continues to rely on your prayers. Keep Yvonne in your prayers. 
Barbara, Bernie Sambrook’s mother who is unwell. 
Gill (Wappenbury) whose mother died recently.  
People in Afghanistan as violence again erupts in that country. 
People in Ethiopia as famine again sweeps their country, 
Terry who is unwell. 
John as he buried his brother last week. 
Alice who has had an important operation cancelled. Please pray for Alice, James, Sonia and Dave. 
Michelle, Maria Malin’s daughter, Maria’s son-in-law, and Maria’s father, Con O’Shea who was 90 recently are recovering well. 

The family thanks you for your prayers. 
Marie Gordon who is in pain at the moment. 
Mike who is undergoing an extensive hip replacement. 
Rachel, who is experiencing marriage difficulties. 
Margo who continues to suffer from extreme weight loss at present. 
Fr Kevin Shanahan MSC (in Texas) whose mother died in Cork recently. 
Paul, a paramedic friend of Kathy Bond, Stretton on Dunsmore, seriously ill in University Hospital, Coventry. Paul will have an 

operation shortly which could be life saving. 
Renate Pierdolla (84), mother of Christiane Waters, has recovered well from her illness. Christiane would like to say a very big 

thank you for all the good thoughts and prayers towards her Mum and my family 
Pilar, a young girl in France, who is quite unwell. Pray for her and her family and for Carolina, Sebastien and family who are 

supportive. 
Families in India, Brazil and the continent of Africa as they suffer from Covid 19 – that God would grant them relief. 
Portia, Mark and family – Portia is quiet unwell 
Laurie (23) He is again back in hospital for some weeks while he receives treatment for an infection prior to his undergoing new 

treatment. 
Michelle as she comes to terms with a very difficult decision she has made. 
Josie who has been fast tracked for tests 
Kieran’s family. Kieran’s funeral took place last week. 
Sue who continues her new chemotherapy treatment. Hold Jo, James and Adelle in your prayers. 
Steve as he waits for some new treatment. Hold Steve and Liz in your prayers, 
Frances, friend of Marie Kerrigan, as she awaits an operation, hoping to save sight in one eye. 
Di, who has completed her radiotherapy and has received good news this week. Di and the family would like to thank you for your 

continuing prayers. 
Shelley, friend of Janet and Jimmy Murray, who is having extensive treatment. 
Irene Bett, 100, elderly aunt of Tim and Maria, who is suffering from dementia 
Celia who is unwell. 
Paul, friend of Fen, who is undergoing treatment for cancer.                                                                   
Jim and Anne Please pray for their baby who has ongoing health difficulties. They have recently received good news about the 

baby’s eyesight. Hold their wider family in your prayers. 
Rosey and Johnny whose unborn child died recently just before birth. 
Michael as he adjusts to a difficult relationship 
Ann, a friend of Marie Kerrigan’s, who has had good news and is hopefully on the road to recovery. 
Ellie, a friend of Marie Kerrigan, who has inoperable cancer -that she may continue her life-saving treatment.  
Mark Gandy who is receiving treatment for cancer. 
Knud Blaesberg, who has finished his treatment for prostate cancer and is slowly recovering. 
John who was taken to A and E recently.  
John's cousin, Lottie, who is ill with cancer. 
Paul Catterall who is recovering after a serious accident at work before Christmas. Hold Paul, his wife Theresa, and family in 

your prayers. 
Lawrence who had had good news from his consultant. 
Steve who asks for your prayers again. Pray that this new treatment will be successful. 
Staff at George Elliot Hospital and elsewhere who continue to work under extremem pressure.  
Marlene who is awaiting the results of recent tests and waiting for a course of treatment. 
Claire Spencer, friend of Yvonne, who is recovering from a fall from a horse recently. Claire’s father, Ken, died recently from 

Covid. 
Margaret (76), Stretton on Dunsmore, who has been diagnosed with motor neurone disease.  
Violet, in Ireland, who may lose sight in one eye. 
Alice, Jim Murray’s sister, who is now at home, doing well and would like to thank everyone for their prayers. 
Jo who is recovering at home from her operation. Pray for Jo and Jonnie. 
Mary and Brian Gould’s niece, Elaine, whose lung cancer has reached stage four and has spread to her bones. 

 



Especially In Your Prayers – For The Living (Continued) 
 

Stephen, friend of Milena’s, who has had some setbacks. 
Veronica and Paul, please continue your prayers for them. 
David, a young father struggling at the moment. 
Anne who is very anxious at present. 
Alison Smith, friend to Bill and Yvonne, who have been very helpful to Bill. Alison is unwell. 
Melanie, a young girl who struggles with identity. Pray for her family and friends as they present support. 
Yvonne and Jade. Jade is quite unwell at present. Yvonne has recently retired from Our Lady’s School. 
Sean who is unwell at present. 
Anastasia as she is cared for at home. 
Eileen who is being cared for in a rest home in Leamington. 
Parishioners with underlying medical problems of varying kinds and for whom this present viral situation induces increased 

anxiety. Pray for patience for all as times moves on. 
Our medical staff – some members of this parish are actively engaged on the front line in our hospitals. 
Elizabeth and Neville Compton, sister and brother-in-law of Margaret Simmons. 
John (75) diagnosed with bladder cancer. 
All elderly parents of parishioners. 
Elizabeth who has been diagnosed with a long term illness and is improving.  
Keren and her husband John, Keren is a member of Princethorpe College staff. John has had disappointing news about his 

proposed operation. Please keep the family in your prayers. 
Karen, waiting results of an exploratory investigation. 
Linda, Stretton on Dunsmore, who is recovering at home. Thank you for your continued prayers. 
Carolyn whose daughter is experiencing on-going mental health difficulties. 
Roisin and Niamh, as they cope with difficult health problems. Their health problems are long term on-going. 
Louise, suffering from various cancers. 
Lucy (29), who is suffering from bacterial meningitis and is unable to digest food. 
Eileen, friend of Mary Hewitt who is suffering from cancer. 
Harry (23) 
Seamus, who suffers from prostate cancer. Hold Seamus' family and friends in your prayers. 
Michele, who has some serious continuing health issues. 
Kathy, who is recuperating after her successful operation. 
Rose, who has severe mental health problems. 
Frank 
Carolyn, who is ill with breast cancer.  
Remember also, and especially, those who have been shielding now for a long time 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



For Those Who Have Died And For Their Families - Our Prayers This Week 
Dan Brown (44) RIP, past pupil of Princethorpe College. Please pray for his mother and father and all the family 
Adrian (36) who died recently. Hold Adriana’s parents and family in your prayers. 
Tom and Sheila Clapperton RIP, brother and sister in law of Mary Holden, who have died within five months of each of other 

(March and August 2021). Please pray for their three children, partners, grandchildren and the wider family. 
Margaret RIP, mother to Mary Daly at Our Lady’s School, also Mary’s father who died recently. 
John Ireson RIP, please pray for Jan and all the family. 
Ray O’Donoghue RIP, Una Power’s uncle, who died in Birmingham, aged 85 after a relatively short struggle against cancer. Una 

and the family would be very grateful for your continued prayers for Ray. Please continue to pray for all the family at this time. 
Raymond Thompson, father to Lynne Western (Princethorpe) who died recently. Pray for Lynne and family. 
Bob Marshall (Australia), friend to Bill Busby. 
Rory Ryan RIP, (63), cousin to Janet Murray. 
Dougie Williams RIP, Flo, Glen, Aoife and Máiréad Dalrymple ask for prayers for all the extended family. Dougie was married to 

Pauline for sixty three years.  
Pauline RIP, friend of Marie Kerrigan.  
Helen Knight’s mother RIP 
Helen O’Reilly RIP  
Kieran RIP  
Declan Ryan RIP, Peter Griffin’s Aunt’s nephew. Please pray for Peter’s wider family.  
Brother Simon Duverney MSC of the Issoudun community France, who died of COVID last week.                 
Dr Rolland (37) RIP. Hold his children, his family and his colleagues in your prayers. 
Mai Sears RIP, Basil and Julie’s mother. 
Ken RIP  
Jimmy Wassill RIP. Jimmy is cousin to Mary Rogers. 
Brigida RIP, aunt to Fen Whittle’s friend, Theresa.  
Jan RIP, school friend to Sue Kimberley. Jan buried her son a couple of years ago. 
John RIP Remember Clare in your prayers. 
Deborah Jorgensen RIP (89), sister-in-law to Willi Brown. Willi is the last surviving member of that generation. 
Gisela Heines RIP (59), sister in law to Helen Peters (Willie Brown's daughter)  
Geraldine RIP, close friend of Jane and Tony Phayer 
Chris Peake RIP (71), former caretaker of Our Lady’s School, Princethorpe  
Angela RIP Angela was a close friend of Mary Rogers. 
Geraldine RIP, close friend of Jane and Tony Phayer. Hold Tony and Jane in your prayers. 
Patrick Griffin RIP. Pray for Anastasia, Peter, Liz and all the family. 
Liam Morgan RIP  
Maureen Mernagh RIP (95), aunt to Peter Power 
Stuart Cartwright RIP (76) Hold Stuart’s wife and daughters and Paul in your prayers. 
John Dobie RIP  
Ron RIP, father to a friend of Yvonne 
John Deery (RIP). Remember Mary in your prayers. 
Marie RIP, long standing friend of Mary Gould  
Norman RIP, very dear friend of Paul and Fen Whittle. Keep Paul and Norman’s family in your prayers. 
Members of the medical profession as they manage the current ‘spike’ in Covid-19 cases, and those who have died. 
Denis and Kate McDaid as they come to terms with the death of Bridie Gallagher, Denis’s aunt in Ireland.  
David Ratcliffe whose father in law, Tony. Remember Sally in your prayers. 
Patrick Horgan (76) RIP Hold his family in your prayers. Pray for Jo, his very close friend. 
Wolfgang (RIP) Chrissie’s father and her mother who has recovered is now at home. 
Mildred (87) RIP (Ryton on Dunsmore) 
John Dobie RIP  
Kay RIP, aunt to Yvonne. 
Thomas Duffy RIP 
Pauline RIP. 
Chris Smart (77) RIP   
Con McCorriston (88) RIP 
Darren RIP 
Joan (91) RIP 
Myrtle Forster (64) RIP. Remember Marie in your prayers. 
Joan and Sister RIP. Remember Sandra in your prayers. 
Bob RIP 
Maria Ramsay (76) RIP 
Mont RIP. Remember Roy in your prayers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Summer House For Holiday Let 
Jane and Tony Phayer have a beautiful Summer House for let. For further information contact  

             janephayer@outlook.com 
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