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28.11.2021 – FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Our Liberation from Fear 

Fear is the most crippling of all the emotions and there are many things in life and in the world to make us afraid. We lack integrity 

because we are afraid to be ourselves. But today we lift up our souls to Christ who comes to deliver us from fear. We cand stand 

erect, hold our heads high, and dwell in confidence. 
 

Masses & Intentions  
 

Saturday 27 Vigil - First Sunday of Advent                     

5.30pm  People of the Parish 
 

Sunday  28 First Sunday of Advent                     

10.00am Nuala Scarisbrick RIP              
 

Monday 29 Advent Feria 

10.30am  School Mass Mark Johnson 
 

Tuesday 30 Feast of St. Andrew, Apostle 

9.15am  Bp. Roy, Frs. Gregorios, J.D & Godest RIP 
 

Wednesday 01 Feast of St. Edmund Campion, P. M.  

5.30pm  Eucharistic Adoration 

6.00pm  Vocations to Priesthood & Religious Life 
 

Thursday 02  Advent Feria 

9.30am Montague William Pendleton RIP 
 

Friday 03 St. Francis Xavier, Priest (First Friday) 

5.30pm Eucharistic Adoration 

6.00pm In Thanksgiving for all the Benefactors   

Saturday 04 Advent Feria 
 

5.30pm  People of the Parish 

Sunday  05 Second Sunday of Advent           

10.00am Laura Anderson’s Wellbeing  
 

 

Liberation is Near at Hand (Luke 21:25-28. 34-36): The first 

Sunday gospel of the year (and the liturgical year begins in 

Advent) is also in a way the last gospel of the previous year. It 

comes at the end of Jesus’s ministry, when he is preparing his 

disciples for their own ministry - in succession to him. Jesus is 

speaking to them on the Mount of Olives, looking down on the 

white city of Jerusalem, glittering in the sunshine. The city is 

soon to be destroyed by the Romans, with dreadful horrors of 

famine, massacre, burnings and executions. This is seen as a 

foretaste of the end of the world when Jesus, the Son of Man, 

comes to save his people. We do not know when this will 

happen, and, more importantly, when it will happen for us, when 

we will meet the Son of Man and be judged and saved by him. 

But our Christian faith is a guarantee that it will be a moment of 

God’s mercy, whenever it occurs. We must look forward to it, 

and have it ever present before our mind. But we would be 

fooling ourselves if we think that there are no struggles and trials 

and hardships to be undergone on the way. Why is the passage 

appointed for the first Sunday of Advent, the turning-point 

between the years? Because the birth of Jesus at Christmas, for 

which we are beginning to prepare, is a significant move towards 

the fulfilment of the promises of salvation, the coming of Christ 

as a baby – with all the budding potential of a baby.  

What does Jesus really mean by these prophecies of 

catastrophic turmoil in the universe? How does Jesus want 

us to face turmoil and troubles in life? Dom Henry Wansbrough OSB  
 

Refreshments are available in the Parish Hall after Mass on 

Sundays. All are welcome. 

Welcome to guests, visitors, and parishioners. Let us gather in 
prayerful silence, and be encouraged “to speak to God before 

Mass and to our neighbour/s after Mass. 
 

Advent Carol Service: The season 

of Advent begins today! It is a time 

of expectant waiting and 

preparation for both ‘the 

celebration of the Nativity of 

Christ at Christmas’ and ‘the 

return of Christ at the Second 

Coming’. It is also the beginning of 

the new liturgical year.  

 To celebrate this beautiful 

season with its rich significance and 

to help devote our attention, space, 

and time to it amid the typical 

busyness associated around this 

time of the year, an ‘Advent Carol Service’ has been organised 

this Sunday, 28th November at 6.00pm in our church, 

consisting of Readings, Hymns & Advent Carols, and lasting 

around 30 minutes.  

Refreshments will be available in the Parish Hall. Hope 

many parishioners would come along & support!  

       Donations of cakes and biscuits will be gratefully received! 
 

Advent Lunches: We are very grateful to Catherine Smith & 

team, who are organising Advent Lunches to bring together 

parishioners & our local community and to raise funds for the 

parish. Please note the dates: Tuesdays Nov. 30, Dec. 7 & Dec. 

14 between 12.00noon and 1.30pm. Coffee, Tea & Cakes will 

be available too! 
 

Morning of reflection for Advent: Sadly, due to lack of 
numbers, this will not take place. However, we hope to provide 
this opportunity at the beginning of Lent 2022! 

 

Offertory Collection 

Gift Aid £99.50 Non-Gift Aid £59.50 Total: £159.00  
(NB: The above figure does not include those paid online or by Direct Debit) 

Catholic Youth Service £59.12, Refreshments: £33.41  

Christmas Card Sales: 83.85   

Thank you very much for your generosity.  
 

Walk With Me books and calendars are available in our 

church. Please do take a copy for you and perhaps another to 

share with your family member/s or friend/s who are not able to 

attend Mass in the church. A donation of a £1.00 per book will 

be much appreciated.  

This may be one of the many ways to be involved in the 

work of evangelization! Let us share the Good News!  
 

Pope’s Prayer Intention for November 
People who Suffer from Depression: We pray that people 
who suffer from depression or burn-out will find support and 
a light that opens them up to life. 
 

Christmas Cards: Christmas cards and related gift items are on 

sale after Mass on Sundays in the parish hall. 
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RIP: Please pray for Mary Gunter-Smith, Leo Hudson, Nora 

Masterson, Maria Dixon, and all those who died recently and 

for all the faithful departed. May the Lord bring them in His 

peace to that knowledge which fulfils faith, answers hope, and 
receive the fullness of His love. May the grieving families be 

strengthened and supported by our thoughts and prayers. 
 
 

Christmas Carol Service & Parish Christmas Party: This 
will take place on Sunday 19th December, the Fourth Sunday 
of Advent at 6.00pm in our Church. All are welcome! 

This will be an opportunity to ‘bring and share’ to 
celebrate the Hope & Joy in anticipation! Donations of snacks 
& food will be very welcome. 
 

 

Pope’s Prayer Intention for December 
Catechists: Let us pray for the catechists, summoned to 
announce the Word of God: may they be its witnesses, with 
courage and creativity and in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Christmas Tree Stars: Stars are £2.00 each. You can have any 

amount or just one per family. Envelopes will be at the back of 

the church. Pease take one and return it to Olive Belcher at 

5.30pm Mass or to Pat Woolstan at Sunday Mass or to Fr. Arul, 

with the names and money for the star. 

The charity we will be supporting this year is the 

‘Hillcrest Riding for Disabled’, a local branch of RDA, with 

adult and child riders. 
 

JOB VACANCY - We are hiring! If you want to make a 
positive difference to young people’s lives and are patient, 
empathetic, resilient and supportive, we have an exciting 
opportunity for a Higher Level Teaching Assistant (HLTA) 
to join the KS2 Team at our growing school. Find out more 
or apply: www.stmaryssoutham/jobs CLOSING DATE: 03/12/2021 
 

The Sower, News from the Archdiocese of Brimingham, 

Advent edition is available in our church. Please pick your copy. 
 

Christmas Greetings Campaign 2021: Christmas Greetings 

Campaign. If you would like to send a non-religious greeting to 

a prisoner, contact shirley@shirleyrush8.plus.com to get details. 
 

Masses for Christmas -2021 in our Parish 
 

Sunday 19th December 

 6.00pm Christmas Carol Service followed by  

‘bring & share’ Parish Christmas Party 
 

Friday 24th - December - Christmas Vigil 

5.30pm Christmas (Vigil) Mass 

8.30pm Carols 

9.00pm Christmas (Midnight) Mass 
 

Saturday 25th - December - Christmas Day 

10.00am Christmas (Day) Mass 
 

Christian Life Community (Praying our life and living our prayer):  

Christian Life Community (CLC) is for people who want to 

understand more deeply how God is at work in their everyday 

lives. 

With the intention of establishing CLC Group in our 

parish, one of the CLC representatives will be speaking at the 

Masses on 22nd & 23rd January 2022, followed by an information 

session in the parish Hall on Saturday 29th January between 

2.00pm and 4.00pm. For further information, visit: 

www.clcew.org.uk 
 

St. Francis Xavier: Jesus asked, “What profit 

would there be for one to gain the whole world 

and forfeit his life?” (Matthew 16:26a). The 

words were repeated to a young teacher of 

philosophy who had a highly promising career 

in academics, with success and a life of 

prestige and honour before him.  
Francis Xavier, 24 at the time, and living and teaching 

in Paris, did not heed these words at once. They came from a 

good friend, Ignatius of Loyola, whose tireless persuasion 

finally won the young man to Christ. Francis then made the 

spiritual exercises under the direction of Ignatius, and in 1534, 

joined his little community, the infant Society of Jesus. Together 

at Montmartre they vowed poverty, chastity, obedience, and 

apostolic service according to the directions of the pope. 
 

From Venice, where he was ordained a priest in 1537, Xavier 

went on to Lisbon and from there sailed to the East Indies, 

landing at Goa, on the west coast of India. For the next 10 years 

he laboured to bring the faith to such widely scattered peoples 

as the Hindus, the Malayans, and the Japanese. He spent much 

of that time in India and served as provincial of the newly 

established Jesuit province of India. 
 

Wherever he went, Xavier lived with the poorest people, sharing 

their food and rough accommodations. He spent countless hours 

ministering to the sick and the poor, particularly to lepers. Very 

often he had no time to sleep or even to say his breviary but, as 

we know from his letters, he was filled always with joy. 
 

Xavier went through the islands of Malaysia, then up to Japan. 

He learned enough Japanese to preach to simple folk, to instruct, 

and to baptize, and to establish missions for those who were to 

follow him. From Japan he had dreams of going to China, but 

this plan was never realized. Before reaching the mainland, he 

died. His remains are enshrined in the Church of Good Jesus in 

Goa. He and Saint Thérèse of Lisieux were declared co-patrons 

of the missions in 1925. 
 

Reflection: All of us are called to “go and preach to all nations—

see Matthew 28:19. Our preaching is not necessarily on distant 

shores but to our families, our children, our husband or wife, our 

co-workers. And we are called to preach not with words, but by 

our everyday lives. Only by sacrifice, the giving up of all selfish 

gain, could Francis Xavier be free to bear the Good News to the 

world. Sacrifice is leaving yourself behind at times for a greater 

good, the good of prayer, the good of helping someone in need, 

the good of just listening to another. The greatest gift we have is 

our time. Francis Xavier gave his to others. 
 

Synodal Pathway: Synodality 

enables the entire people of God 

to walk forward together, 

listening to the Holy Spirit and 

the Word of God, to participate 

in the mission of the Church in 

the communion that Christ 

establishes between us. 
 
 

More information is available on our Diocesan website at: 
https://www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/news/join-us-on-the-
synodal-pathway  
 

I appeal for volunteers to learn further about this with the 
information available and help organise opportunities in our 
parish to come together, discuss and journey together as 
parish community. 
 

  Secondly and most importantly, I appeal to parishioners 
to pray to the Holy Spirit using use of one of the following 
prayers that God may ‘send forth His Spirit and renew the 
face of the earth’ in our lifetime! Please share these 
prayers and invite/ request them to pray these prayers! 
Let us be evangelized and become evangelizers! – Fr. Arul 

 

 

PRAYER TO THE HOLY SPIRIT FOR THE RENEWAL IN OUR PARISH 
 

Father, pour out your Spirit upon your people, and grant us 

a new vision of your glory, a new experience of your power, 

a new faithfulness to your Word, and a new consecration to 

your service, that your love may grow among us,  

and your kingdom come: 

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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