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Blessed Robert Grissold Catholic Church, Balsall Common  
In the Archdiocese of Birmingham  Sunday Mass Time 9.30 am  

 

19th December 2021 – Fourth Sunday of Advent 

‘Why should I be honoured with a visit from the mother of myLord?’ 

Pope’s Prayer Intention for December:  - Catechists. Let us pray for the catechists, summoned to announce 

the Word of God: may they be its witnesses, with courage and creativity and in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Fr Frank: In today’s Gospel Luke relates the story of the Visitation and it involves the encounter of two 

pregnant women. Mary, who is from Galilee, journeys to Judea, the place where, one day, the son she is 

carrying will be cruelly rejected and condemned. At Mary’s greeting, Elizabeth’s child in her womb “leapt 

for joy!” Joy is the first response to the coming of the Messiah. Preparing for the great celebration  of the 

Nativity of the Lord means experiencing the joy of knowing that our God is the God who comes to us – the 

God who gives himself for us because he loves us. 

Notice from the Archdiocese. The wearing of face coverings (masks) is now mandatory in places of 

worship. There are exemptions for priests, for the public proclamation of spiritual readings and for those 

who have a legitimate exemption. 

Pope Francis’ Invitation to the Synodal Process:  In preparation for our participation in the Synodal Process 

I have devised a questionnaire to help us reflect, individually and in small groups, on how we can respond 

to what the Holy Spirit is saying to us today.  I would be pleased to receive written responses to those 

questions which most interest you and I will use your written responses in formulating a response to the 

Archdiocese who will forward a summary of the feedback from parishes to the Synod on Synodality in Rome 

in 2023.  The questionnaires are available at the back of the church. 

The Sacrament or Reconciliation: I will be hearing Confessions by arrangement after masses this week. 

Christmas Offering. The collections at the Christmas Masses are for your Priest. 

Millennium Project: The Bottle is back in the narthex. Any loose change can be deposited in the Bottle and 

the contents will eventually be sent to Fr Ed O'Connell, a Columban priest working with needy communities 

in Lima. We have been supporting Fr Ed for many years now. Columban calendars are available in the 

narthex too. 

CAFOD World Gifts: Buy a Christmas gift that makes a difference! Help provide emergency support to a 

family in urgent need this Advent. The World Gifts range will delight the people you give them to and help 

transform the lives of families living in poverty. Shop online at www.worldgifts.cafod.org.uk  

 Thanks to Claire Kean for her work in raising funds and acquiring gifts for our Christmas charities and 

to all those who have generously supported her efforts 

Christmas Masses:   

 

Christmas Eve 8.00 pm;   

Christmas Day 9.30 am;   

 

26th December Feast of the Holy Family 

9.30 am Mass 

Jessie Rose Cotterill RIP 

28th December) 10.00 am 

Feast of the Holy Innocents 

Second Sunday after the Nativity (Sunday 2nd January) 9.30 am.   

James Joseph Cullen RIP 

http://www.worldgifts.cafod.org.uk/


Masses at BRG in time of the pandemic:  Out of care for the welfare of others please social distance, 

wear a mask and sanitise hands. 

Please stay at home if...  

+  You are feeling ill or show any symptoms  

+  You suspect you may be ill or have been exposed to Covid-19  

+  You have a sick family member at home  

+ You have come into contact with someone who is infected 

Those attending Mass will be asked to supply contact details for track and trace. 

Please Note:  

+ In the first instance, attendance will be on a first-come, first-served basis.  Once capacity has been 

reached the stewards will prevent entry.   

+ Wrap up warm if necessary - doors will be left open to increase ventilation wherever possible. 

Transport for Maureen:  26th December – Monica Green; 2nd January – John & Louise Perry, 9th January- 

Joe Martin, 16th January, John & Madeleine Peat 

Hiring of the Parish Room:  If you are interested in hiring the hall for an upcoming event or a regular hire, 

please contact Terry Biles on 07806 809510 or email T.biles@btinternet.com.  

Your prayers are asked for those who are sick and their carers: 

Margaret Collins, Martin Dunne, Desmond Orr, Patricia Tatum 

If you would like someone to be named on our list of those who are sick, please contact David Green 

(david.monica@btinternet.com) or complete the online form (under Parish Life) on our website. 

Anniversaries: Sheila Maguire, Jessie Rose Cotterill, Allison Taylor, George Ritchie, Fr George Webster 

SSC, John Farmer, Frederick Woodhouse, Margaret Martin. 

Solemnities, Feast Days, Memorials and Masses for this week 

 Rota Arrangements for Sunday Masses 

Date & Time: 

Day:  

Celebrant:  

Intention:  

Sunday, 19th December –9.30 am 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Father Frank 

Maureen Franklin RIP 

 

Sunday, 26th December –9.30 am 

Feast of the Holy Family 

Father Frank 

 

Wardens:  
    Mike Fairbrother 

Monica & David Green 

Joe & Pam Martin 

Aidir Parizzi 

Reader:  Aidir Parizzi Ian Lester 

Flowers: Advent – no flowers Pam Martin 

 

Friday, 24th 25th 

December 

Christmas Eve Christmas Day 

Celebrant 

Intention 

Father Frank Father Frank 

Wardens: Terry Biles 

Chris Lyn & Madeleine Peat 

Joe & Pam Martin 

Dominic Green 

Reader: Nuala Fulham David Green 

Eucharist Ministers: Eileen Selby &  

Madeleine Peat 

Stefan Hunka   

&< Joe Martin 

 



 

(Please note:  The Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God will be celebrated at 6.00 pm at 

St Francis Baddesley Clinton on Saturday 1st January.) 
  

Please note that there is a 6.00 pm Mass on Saturdays at St Francis of Assisi, Baddesley Clinton and 11.00 

am Mass on Sundays at St Francis of Assisi. 

 

Bulletin: Volunteers are needed to join those who ensure the printing of the weekly Bulletin for the Mass - 

full instruction will be given. Volunteers share the responsibility for the printing of parish news and notices 

for a limited number of weeks. Please contact Fr Frank for further details if you are interested. 

Please note that Godfrey Chesshire is currently compiling the weekly bulletin – please email any items for 

the bulletin to him at  godfreychesshire@btinternet.com 

 

 

Priest: Revd. Father Frank Smith. Tel: 07512 100908 Email: fr.frank.smith@rcaob.org.uk  

The parish is part of the Archdiocese of Birmingham, Registered Charity No. 234216.   

Parish website: www.brgparish.org.uk 

Warwick Catholic Deanery website: www.warwick-catholicdeanery.org.uk  

Archdiocese of Birmingham website: www. birminghamdiocese.or.uk 
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