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05.12.2021 – SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

The Joy of Salvation 

We celebrate the marvels God has worked for us in sending us his mercy and forgiveness, and calling us to share his glory. We 

await with joyful hope that “Day of the Lord” when his work in us will be complete. 
 

Masses & Intentions  
 

Saturday 04 Vigil - Second Sunday of Advent           

5.30pm  People of the Parish 
 

Sunday  05 Second Sunday of Advent           

10.00am Laura Anderson’s Wellbeing              
 

Monday 06 Advent Feria (St. Nicholas, Bishop) 

9.15am   Mass 
 

Tuesday 07 St. Ambrose, B. D. 

9.15am  Mass 
 

Wednesday 08 Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception  

5.30pm  Eucharistic Adoration 

6.00pm  Amalorpava Mary’s Intentions 
 

Thursday 09  Advent Feria (St. John Diego Cuahtlatoazin) 

9.30am Frank & Julia Vials  
 

Friday 10 Advent Feria (St. Edmund Gennings, P. M) 

9.15am  Mass   

Saturday 11 Advent Feria (St. Damasus I, Pope) 

11.00  Baptism: Jake Robert Scott 

12.00noon Baptism: Eleanor Kayleigh Wilkinson 
 

5.30pm  Bernard & Kathleen Mayman RIP (Anniversary) 

Sunday  12 Third Sunday of Advent           

10.00am People of the Parish 
 

 

The Baptist’s Message (Luke 3:1-6): Each year the two middle 

Sundays of Advent centre on John the Baptist, preparing the way 

for Jesus. John came to prepare a community of repentance, of 

those who would be ready for the Messiah. This was to be a 

community not of those who went around moping about their 

sinfulness, but a community of those who had changed their 

ways, that is, their whole system of values and priorities. The 

Hebrew concept of repentance which John proclaimed was a 

matter of turning round and going in the opposite direction. To 

be ready for the Messiah meant – and still means – just such a 

radical change of attitude. John himself had prepared by going 

out into the desert, for the Messiah was to come striding across 

the desert, as did Israel at the Exodus from Egypt. John’s 

clothing and his whole way of life showed his rejection of 

current materialism and his single-minded dedication. His is not 

primarily a negative point of view, for his quotation of Isaiah 

(reflected also in today’s first reading from Baruch), shows that 

the flattening of the hills and the filling of the valleys is a 

preparation for the Kingdom of peace and justice. A good deal 

of positive planning and of spade-work is needed if we are to be 

ready to welcome that Kingdom.  
 

What sort of change did John the Baptist ask from his 

listeners? Think of one change you need to make in your life 

to welcome Jesus.                              Dom Henry Wansbrough OSB  
 

 

 

Refreshments are available in the Parish Hall after 

Mass on Sundays. All are welcome. 

Welcome to guests, visitors, and parishioners. Let us gather in 
prayerful silence, and be encouraged “to speak to God before 

Mass and to our neighbour/s after Mass. 
 

Advent Lunches: We are very grateful to Catherine Smith & 

team, who are organising Advent 

Lunches to bring together 

parishioners & our local community 

and to raise funds for the parish.  

Last week’s Advent Lunch 

has raised £80.00. THANK YOU to 

the organisers and all who came along 

to support us.  

Please note the dates: 

Tuesdays Dec. 7 & Dec. 14 between 

12.00noon and 1.30pm. Coffee, Tea 

& Cakes will be available too! All are 

welcome! 
 
 

Christmas Carol Service & Parish Christmas Party: This 
will take place on Sunday 19th December, the Fourth Sunday 
of Advent at 6.00pm in our Church. All are welcome! 

This will be an opportunity to ‘bring and share’ to 
celebrate the Hope & Joy in anticipation! Donations of snacks 
& food will be very welcome. 
 

 

Offertory Collection 

Gift Aid £62.00 Non-Gift Aid £97.61 Total: £159.61  
(NB: The above figure does not include those paid online or by Direct Debit) 

Advent Lunch £80.00, Refreshments: £8.67 Donation £25.00 
 

Thank you very much for your generosity.  
 

Poor Parishes of the Diocese: This weekend there is a Second 

collection for the Poor Parishes of the Diocese. 
 

Thank You: Thanks to all those who have picked up your ‘Walk 

with Me’ books and the Advent Calendars. You will be pleased 

to know that a fair amount of the calendars have been among our 

primary school children and each class provided with a ‘Walk 

with Me’ prayer book. A small number of books are still 

available! 
 

Christmas Cards: Christmas cards and related gift items are on 

sale after Mass on Sundays in the parish hall. 
 

RIP: Please pray for Mary Gunter-Smith, Leo Hudson, Nora 

Masterson, Maria Dixon, and all those who died recently and 

for all the faithful departed. May the Lord bring them in His 

peace to that knowledge which fulfils faith, answers hope, and 
receive the fullness of His love. May the grieving families be 

strengthened and supported by our thoughts and prayers. 
 
 

Christmas Tree Stars: Stars are £2.00 each. You can have any 

amount or just one per family. Envelopes will be at the back of 

the church. Pease take one and return it to Olive Belcher at 

5.30pm Mass or to Pat Woolstan at Sunday Mass or to Fr. Arul, 

with the names and money for the star. 

The charity we will be supporting this year is the 

‘Hillcrest Riding for Disabled’, a local branch of RDA, with 

adult and child riders. 
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Michael Gallagher RIP: It is with profound sadness that we 

learnt that Michael Gallagher sadly died at home in the early 

hours of Friday, 3rd December 2021, fortified with the 

Sacraments of the Church and surrounded by the love of the 

family. We offer our heartfelt condolences to and prayers for the 

family members. May he rest in peace. 
 

Anthony (Tony) O’Brien RIP: It is with great sadness that we 

learn that Gratton O’Brien’s brother Tony died peacefully in the 

early hours of Friday, 3rd December 2021 at his care home in 

Lancashire. He was 79years old and had been in care for the last 

two years. He had earlier received the Sacrament of the sick. 

 His death comes four weeks after his older sister Nora 

Masterson has passed way in Canada.  

 He is survived by his brothers Michael and Gratton and 

many nephews and nieces. He was a much-loved brother and 

uncle. May he rest in peace. 
 

Christmas Greetings Campaign 2021: Christmas Greetings 

Campaign. If you would like to send a non-religious greeting to 

a prisoner, contact shirley@shirleyrush8.plus.com to get details.  
 

The Sower, News from the Archdiocese of Birmingham, 

Advent edition is available in our church. Please pick your copy. 
 

Masses for Christmas -2021 in our Parish 
 

Sunday 19th December 

 6.00pm Christmas Carol Service followed by  

‘bring & share’ Parish Christmas Party 
 

Friday 24th - December - Christmas Vigil 

5.30pm Christmas (Vigil) Mass 

8.30pm Carols 

9.00pm Christmas (Midnight) Mass 
 

Saturday 25th - December - Christmas Day 

10.00am Christmas (Day) Mass 
 

Christian Life Community (Praying our life and living our prayer):  

Christian Life Community (CLC) is for people who want to 

understand more deeply how God is at work in their everyday 

lives. 

With the intention of establishing CLC Group in our 

parish, one of the CLC representatives will be speaking at the 

Masses on 22nd & 23rd January 2022, followed by an information 

session in the parish Hall on Saturday 29th January between 

2.00pm and 4.00pm. For further information, visit: 

www.clcew.org.uk 

However, please note that this event is postponed 

until further notice. This is due in part to the fact that 

parishes across the church are asked to reflect, come 

together and discuss the ‘Synaodal Pathway’.  
 

 

Synodal Pathway: Synodality 

enables the entire people of God 

to walk forward together, 

listening to the Holy Spirit and 

the Word of God, to participate 

in the mission of the Church in 

the communion that Christ 

establishes between us. 
 
 

More information is available on our Diocesan website at: 
https://www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/news/join-us-on-the-
synodal-pathway  
 

I appeal for volunteers to learn further about this with the 
information available and help organise opportunities in our 
parish to come together, discuss and journey together as 
parish community. 
 

Secondly and most importantly, I appeal to parishioners 
to pray to the Holy Spirit using use of one of the following 
prayers that God may ‘send forth His Spirit and renew the 

face of the earth’ in our lifetime! Please share these 
prayers and invite/ request them to pray these prayers! 
Let us be evangelized and become evangelizers! – Fr. Arul 

 

 

PRAYER TO THE HOLY SPIRIT FOR THE RENEWAL IN OUR PARISH 
 

Father, pour out your Spirit upon your people, and grant us 

a new vision of your glory, a new experience of your power, 

a new faithfulness to your Word, and a new consecration to 

your service, that your love may grow among us,  

and your kingdom come: 

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
                                      

 

For a Synodal Church: 

Communion, Participation, and Mission. 
 

Prayer for the Synod: Adsumus Sancte Spiritus 

Every session of the Second Vatican Council began with the 

prayer Adsumus Sancte Spiritus, the first word of the Latin 

original meaning, “We stand before You, Holy Spirit,” which 

has been historically used at Councils, Synods and other Church 

gatherings for hundreds of years, being attributed to Saint 

Isidore of Seville (c. 560 - 4 April 636). As we are called to 

embrace this synodal path of the Synod 2021-2023, this prayer 

invites the Holy Spirit to operate within us so that we may be a 

community and a people of grace. For the Synod 2021-2023, we 

propose to use this simplified version, so that any group or 

liturgical assembly can pray more easily. 
 

We stand before You, Holy Spirit,  

as we gather together in Your name. 
 

 

With You alone to guide us,  

make Yourself at home in our hearts; 

Teach us the way we must go  

and how we are to pursue it. 
 

We are weak and sinful;  

do not let us promote disorder. 

Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path  

nor partiality influence our actions. 
 

 

Let us find in You our unity  

so that we may journey together to eternal life  

and not stray from the way of truth  

and what is right. 
 

 

All this we ask of You,  

who are at work in every place and time,  

in the communion of the Father and the Son,  

forever and ever. Amen. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

1. Waiting in silence, waiting in hope; 
we are your people, we long for you, Lord. 
God ever with us, Emmanuel, 
Come, Lord Jesus, Maranatha 

 

2. Waiting in silence, waiting in hope; 
we are your people, we trust in your love. 
O Sun of Justice, true Prince of Peace, 
Come with your justice, Lord, Maranatha! 

 

3. Waiting in silence, waiting in hope; 
we are your people, Lord, we seek your truth. 
Wisdom Incarnate, teach us your way; 
Show us the path of life, Maranatha! 

 

4. Waiting in silence, waiting in hope; 
we are your people, we long for new life. 
O Key of David, open our hearts. 
Give us new vision, Lord, Maranatha! 

 

5. Waiting in silence, waiting in hope; 
we are your people, our hearts thirst for you. 
Flower of Jesse, bloom in our midst. 
Make us your garden, Lord, Maranatha! 

 

(Carey Landry) 
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