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12.12.2021 – THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT (GAUDETE SUNDAY) 
 

A Day of Festival 

Today we sing and shout for joy with Christ, the Lord of the Dance, who brings us the Good News of our redemption,  

and renews us by his love. 
 

Masses & Intentions  
 

Saturday 11 Vigil - Third Sunday of Advent           

5.30pm  Bernard & Kathleen Mayman RIP (Anniversary) 

Sunday  12 Third Sunday of Advent           

10.00am Anthony (Tony) O’Brien RIP              
 

Monday 13 St. Lucy, Virgin, Martyr 

9.15am   Caroline de Vasconcelos RIP & Family 
 

Tuesday 14 St. John of the Cross, P. D. 

9.15am  Sue Doleman RIP 
 

Wednesday 15 Advent Feria 

5.30pm  Eucharistic Adoration 

6.00pm  Enid & Albert Brown  
 

Thursday 16  Advent Feria  

9.30am Frank & Julia Vials  
 

Friday 17 Advent Feria                            (O Sapientia) 

9.15am  Arthur Labinjo-Hughes RIP 
Saturday 18 Advent Feria                               (O Adonai) 

11.00  Baptism: Jake Robert Scott 

12.00noon Baptism: Eleanor Kayleigh Wilkinson 
 

5.30pm  People of the Parish 

Sunday  19 Fourth Sunday of Advent    (O Radix Jesse)            

10.00am Tony Varney RIP (16th Anniversary) 
 

 

John the Baptist’s Counsels (Luke 3:10-18): In this second of 

the two Advent Sunday gospels about John the Baptist we first 

hear details about how to prepare for the coming of the Messiah. 

Luke is always aware of the dangers of wealth and money, so he 

concentrates on avoiding its misuse. First he teaches equal 

sharing with the needy, no hoarding but generosity. Then he 

turns to financial exploitation. Tax-collectors had to pay for the 

right to collect taxes, and would be tempted to extort a nice 

margin to cover their own needs. In the same way soldiers could 

be tempted to abuse their power by bullying those they were 

meant to protect. The second half of John’s task is to point away 

from himself towards Jesus, who will baptize with the Holy 

Spirit and with fire. Luke’s gospel and the Acts of the Apostles 

are full of the Holy Spirit. Luke must have been vividly aware 

of the working of the Spirit in the Church, in its ministers of all 

kinds and in the life of the Christian communities. He warns also 

of the fierce fire which will purge away impurities; for John the 

Baptist the Messiah is a stern figure who will burn away the 

rubbish in human hearts to make room for the Spirit.  

What is the “rubbish” in my life which needs to be burnt 

away to prepare for the coming of Jesus? Dom Henry Wansbrough OSB  
 

Refreshments are available in the Parish Hall after Mass on 

Sundays. All are welcome. 
 

Welcome to guests, visitors, and parishioners.  
Let us gather in prayerful silence, and be encouraged “to 
speak to God before Mass and to our neighbour/s after 

Mass. 
 

GAUDETE SUNDAY 

The Third Sunday of Advent is known as ‘Gaudete Sunday’. 

The name "Gaudete Sunday" is taken from the words of the 

entrance antiphon, Gaudete in Domino semper, "rejoice in the 

Lord always." 
 

The Scriptural basis for this Sunday comes from Philippians 

4:4,5. Similar to Laetare Sunday during Lent, Gaudete Sunday 

is a minor "break" from the more penitential nature of the 

Advent season, and signals a shift from a penitential style of 

waiting to a more joyful tone. 
 

In the past, when organs and flowers were forbidden during the 

Advent Season, they were permitted during Gaudete Sunday. 

Because of the more joyful tone of Gaudete Sunday, rose (pink) 

vestments may be used instead of the normal violet ones. Also, 

the rose-coloured Advent candle is lit. 
 

Advent Lunches: We are very 

grateful to Catherine Smith & team, 

who organised Advent Lunches to 

bring together parishioners & our 

local community and to raise funds 

for the parish.  

Last week’s Advent Lunch 

has raised £80.00. THANK YOU to 

the organisers and all who came 

along to support us.  

The last Advent Lunch for 

2021 is on Tuesday Dec. 14 

between 12.00noon and 1.30pm. 

Coffee, Tea & Cakes will be available too! All are welcome! 

Thank you very much for your support! 
 
 

Christmas Carol Service & Parish Christmas Party: This 
will take place next Sunday (19th December), the Fourth 
Sunday of Advent at 6.00pm in our Church. All are welcome! 

This will be an opportunity to ‘bring and share’ to 
celebrate the Hope & Joy in anticipation! Donations of snacks 
& food will be very welcome. 
 
 

Offertory Collection 

Gift Aid £48.00 Non-Gift Aid £94.59 Total: £142.59  

Poor Parishes Fund 

 Gift Aid: £9.00 Non-Gift Aid: £89.01 Total: £ 98.01 
(NB: The above figure does not include those paid online or by Direct Debit) 

Advent Lunch £101.00, Christmas Cards £65.55 
 

Thank you very much for your generosity.  
 

Christmas Cards: Christmas cards and related gift items are 

still on sale after Mass on Sundays in the parish hall! 
 
 

RIP: Please pray for Michael Gallagher, Tony O’Brien, Mary 

Gunter-Smith, Leo Hudson, Nora Masterson, Maria Dixon, 

and all those who died recently and for all the faithful departed. 

May the Lord bring them in His peace to that knowledge which 

fulfils faith, answers hope, and receive the fullness of His love. 

May the grieving families be strengthened and supported by our 

thoughts and prayers. 
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Christmas Tree Stars: Stars are £2.00 each. You can have any 

amount or just one per family. Envelopes will be at the back of 

the church. Pease take one and return it to Olive Belcher at 

5.30pm Mass or to Pat Woolstan at Sunday Mass or to Fr. Arul, 

with the names and money for the star. 

The charity we will be supporting this year is the 

‘Hillcrest Riding for Disabled’, a local branch of RDA, with 

adult and child riders. 
 

Michael Gallagher RIP: It is with profound sadness that we 

learnt that Michael Gallagher sadly died at home in the early 

hours of Friday, 3rd December 2021, fortified with the 

Sacraments of the Church and surrounded by the love of the 

family. We offer our heartfelt condolences to and prayers for the 

family members. May he rest in peace. 
 

Anthony (Tony) O’Brien RIP: It is with great sadness that we 

learn that Gratton O’Brien’s brother Tony died peacefully in the 

early hours of Friday, 3rd December 2021 at his care home in 

Lancashire. He was 79years old and had been in care for the last 

two years. He had earlier received the Sacrament of the sick. 

 His death comes four weeks after his older sister Nora 

Masterson has passed way in Canada.  

 He is survived by his brothers Michael and Gratton and 

many nephews and nieces. He was a much-loved brother and 

uncle. May he rest in peace. 
 

Christmas Greetings Campaign 2021: Christmas Greetings 

Campaign. If you would like to send a non-religious greeting to 

a prisoner, contact shirley@shirleyrush8.plus.com to get details.  
 

 

Masses for Christmas -2021 in our Parish 
 

Sunday 19th December 

 6.00pm Christmas Carol Service followed by  

‘bring & share’ Parish Christmas Party 
 

Friday 24th - December - Christmas Vigil 

5.30pm Christmas (Vigil) Mass 

8.30pm Carols 

9.00pm Christmas (Midnight) Mass 
 

Saturday 25th - December - Christmas Day 

10.00am Christmas (Day) Mass 
 

The ‘O’ Antiphons for the final days of Advent: The 'O' 

Antiphons are used as the introduction and conclusion to the 

Magnificat at Evening Prayer and as the text of the Gospel 

Acclamation during the final days of Advent, 17th - 23rd 

December.  
 

The exact origin of the 'O' Antiphons is not known. Boethius (c. 

480-524) made a slight reference to them, thereby suggesting 

their presence at that time. By the eighth century, they were in 

use in the liturgical celebrations in Rome. 
 

The importance of 'O' Antiphons is twofold: each one highlights 

a title of the Messiah: O Sapientia (O Wisdom), O Adonai (O 

Lord), O Radix Jesse (O Root of Jesse), O Clavis David (O Key 

of David), O Oriens (O Rising Sun), O Rex Gentium (O King 

of the Nations), and O Emmanuel; also, each one refers to the 

prophecy of Isaiah looking forward to the coming of the 

Messiah. 
 

 

PRAYER TO THE HOLY SPIRIT FOR THE RENEWAL IN OUR PARISH 
 

Father, pour out your Spirit upon your people, and grant us 

a new vision of your glory, a new experience of your power, 

a new faithfulness to your Word, and a new consecration to 

your service, that your love may grow among us,  

and your kingdom come: 

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

BRINGS OUT OUR BEST 
 

 
 

This mid-point of Advent alerts us to issues of justice and 

equality. The prophet John has been asked as a sort of trick by 

people who exploited others with tax bills,, and soldiers who 

often used their brute force on others,, how they should repent. 

His words were tough but quite ordinary - don't overcharge,, 

share your surplus with the needy and don't exploit people. It's 

another, but more figurative way, of stating the basic demands 

of 'Love one another'. 
 

Christmas can bring out the best in us to care for the needy. We 

are surrounded by charities looking for aid. We know that Jesus 

hears the cries of the poor, and he joins every carol singing group 

trying to help. 
 

Christmas also asks us to consider our honesty and integrity, for 

we know that many are poor, at home and abroad, because of the 

greed of others. Christmas is a reminder and a challenge that all 

can live with the dignity we have come to regard as human rights 

- education, safety, shelter, food, water, employment, freedom. 

The Christ child who was born poor represents all the poor of 

the world, especially children. As he was bom ordinary, he 

represents that God meets, greets and helps us in the ordinary 

aspects of life. 
 

The one who is to come is the one who will live and love 

according to these truths of human dignity and equality. 
 

Come, Lord Jesus, child of the earth, child of God. 

Come into our world of joy and sorrow. 

Stay with us always, 

now and at the hour of our death. Amen. 
 

"Henri Nouwen was once asked: “Are you an optimist?” His 
reply: “No, not naturally, but that isn’t important. I live in hope, 
not optimism.” 
 

Teilhard de Chardin once said the same thing in different 
words when he was accused of being overly-idealistic and 
unrealistic in the face all the negative things one sees in the 
world. A critic had challenged him: “Suppose we blow up the 
world with a nuclear bomb, what then happens to your vision 
of a world coming together in peace?” Teilhard’s response 
lays bare the anatomy of hope: “If we blow up the world by 
nuclear bombs, that will set things back some millions of 
years, but eventually what Christ promised will come about, 
not because I wish it, but because God has promised it and, 
in the resurrection, God has shown that God is powerful 
enough to deliver on that promise.” 
 

Hope is precisely that, a vision of life that guides itself by 
God’s promise, irrespective of whether the situation looks 
optimistic or pessimistic at any given time. 
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