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19.12.2021 – FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 

Mary’s Child: The Prince of Peace 

From the least of the clans of Judah, from Mary his lowly handmaid, God prepared a body for his Christ, who comes to fill the 

world with his spirit of peace. 
 

Masses & Intentions  
 

Saturday 18 Vigil - Fourth Sunday of Advent           

5.30pm  People of the Parish  

Sunday  19 Fourth Sunday of Advent     (O Radix Jesse)            

10.00am Tony Varney RIP (16th Anniversary              
 

Monday 20 Advent Feria                       (O Clavis David) 
9.15am   Barbara Olenbach (Intentions) 
 

Tuesday 21 Advent Feria                                (O Oriens) 

9.15am  Michael Gallgher RIP 
 

Wednesday 22 Advent Feria                     (O Rex Gentium) 

10.30am Requiem: Michael Gallagher RIP 

5.30pm  Eucharistic Adoration 

6.00pm  Pat & Ian Woolstan (Intentions)  
 

Thursday 23 Advent Feria                         (O Emmanuel)  

11.00am Requiem: Mary Gunter-Smith RIP  
 

Friday 24 Advent Feria                            

9.15am  St. Mary’s Primary School 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

The Season of Christmas 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

   Christmas Eve 

5.30pm  Christmas Vigil Mass 

9.00pm  Christmas (Midnight) Mass 
 

Saturday 25  Christmas Day 
 

10.0am  Christmas (Day) Mass - People of the Parish 

Sunday  26 Feast of the Holy Family     

10.00am People & Families of the parish 
 

 

The Visitation (Luke 1:39-44): Luke’s account of the birth and 

infancy of Jesus is built on the comparison and contrast between 

the two stories of John the Baptist and Jesus: the annunciation to 

the parents, the birth of each child, the joy on earth and in 

heaven, the circumcision, the growth of the child. In each 

incident John is shown to be great, but Jesus greater still. Only 

in the incident narrated in today’s gospel do the two families 

meet, the two stories cross. We see the two mothers together, 

marvelling at the destiny of their children. The journey from 

Nazareth to even the nearest of the towns in the hill country of 

Judah (traditionally Elizabeth’s home is located at Ain Karim, 

now on the outskirts of Jerusalem) would have been arduous, a 

week’s walk for a fit young woman. This special exertion and 

generosity shows Mary’s love and care for her elderly relative, 

as well as the natural excitement of the two in sharing their 

motherhood. Luke has already told us that Mary was filled with 

the Holy Spirit. Now Elizabeth too is filled with the Holy Spirit 

as they participate in and exchange the praise of God for the gift 

of their children.  

Is there anyone I know to whom a visit would bring special 

joy during Christmastide?                                 Dom Henry Wansbrough OSB  
 

Refreshments are available in the Parish Hall after Mass on 

Sundays. All are welcome. 
 

 
 

If John the Baptist dominates the early part of Advent, it is Mary 

the mother of Jesus who comes centre stage now. In the text from 

Luke, our attention is focused on the event upon which the 

mystery of God's saving will depends. Throughout the scrip-

tures, God has sought out people with humility and courage to 

hear and respond to his word and through them his saving will 

has been made known. In this young woman from Nazareth the 

human response to God finds its perfect model. Luke presents 

Mary as the woman of faith, and he gives more prominence to 

her than the other evangelists. By her openness to the Spirit of 

God she opens the way for God to come into the world and that 

is the way Luke presents discipleship. God will be at work in the 

world wherever the followers of Jesus leave themselves open to 

the work of his Spirit in an attitude of faith. 

The promise made to David in the grandeur of his 

palace centuries before would now be fulfilled because an 

ordinary girl in ordinary surroundings has an extraordinary 

openness to her God (and eager willingness to reach out to 

others). There is very little splendour and majesty in the 

Christmas story; it is characterised by simplicity and humility 

and these are the gifts we need to appreciate the power of its 

message. Let's pray for them with faith and fervour. 
 

Thank You - Advent Lunches: We are 

very grateful to Catherine Smith & team, 

who organised Advent Lunches during 

this very challenging year, to bring together 

parishioners & our local community and to 

raise funds for the parish.  

THANK YOU to all the organisers 

and parishioners and members of our local 

community who came along to support us.  

In the first week Catherine Smith, 

Marie Sadler & Joe Jones organised and 

helped. In the second week Helen Hudson & Aidrie Felix 

organised and helped. Last Tuesday Angela Scull and Wendy 

Griffin organised and helped. Together you have raised £291.00 

Well done to you! And a ‘BIG THANK YOU’. 
 

Christmas Carol Service & Parish Christmas Party: Sadly, 

due to the ever-increasing infection rate and the precautions we 

are advised to take, this event has been cancelled. Apologies for 

any inconvenience.  
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Masses for Christmas -2021 in our Parish 
 
 

Friday 24th - December - Christmas Vigil 

5.30pm Christmas (Vigil) Mass 

9.00pm Christmas (Midnight) Mass 
 

Saturday 25th - December - Christmas Day 

10.00am Christmas (Day) Mass 
 

The ‘O’ Antiphons for the final days of Advent: The 'O' 

Antiphons are used as the introduction and conclusion to the 

Magnificat at Evening Prayer and as the text of the Gospel 

Acclamation during the final days of Advent, 17th - 23rd 

December.  
 

The exact origin of the 'O' Antiphons is not known. Boethius (c. 

480-524) made a slight reference to them, thereby suggesting 

their presence at that time. By the eighth century, they were in 

use in the liturgical celebrations in Rome. 
 

The importance of 'O' Antiphons is twofold: each one highlights 

a title of the Messiah: O Sapientia (O Wisdom), O Adonai (O 

Lord), O Radix Jesse (O Root of Jesse), O Clavis David (O Key 

of David), O Oriens (O Rising Sun), O Rex Gentium (O King 

of the Nations), and O Emmanuel; also, each one refers to the 

prophecy of Isaiah looking forward to the coming of the 

Messiah. 
 

 
 

Offertory Collection 

Gift Aid £51.70 Non-Gift Aid £82.05 Total: £133.75  

Poor Parishes Fund 

 Gift Aid: £5.00 Non-Gift Aid: £5.00 Total: £10.00 + £ 98.01 
(NB: The above figure does not include those paid online or by Direct Debit) 

Advent Lunch £110.00, Refreshments £20.00 
 

Thank you very much for your generosity.  
 

PRAYER TO THE HOLY SPIRIT FOR THE RENEWAL IN OUR PARISH 
 

Father, pour out your Spirit upon your people, and grant us 

a new vision of your glory, a new experience of your power, 

a new faithfulness to your Word, and a new consecration to 

your service, that your love may grow among us,  

and your kingdom come: 

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 

RIP: Please pray for Michael Gallagher, Tony O’Brien, Mary 
Gunter-Smith, Leo Hudson, Nora Masterson, Maria Dixon, 
and all those who died recently and for all the faithful departed. 
May the Lord bring them in His peace to that knowledge which 
fulfils faith, answers hope, and receive the fullness of His love. 
May the grieving families be strengthened and supported by our 
thoughts and prayers. 
 

Christmas Tree Stars: Stars are £2.00 each. You can have any 
amount or just one per family. Envelopes will be at the back of 
the church. Pease take one and return it to Olive Belcher at 
5.30pm Mass or to Pat Woolstan at Sunday Mass or to Fr. Arul, 
with the names and money for the star. 

The charity we will be supporting this year is the 
‘Hillcrest Riding for Disabled’, a local branch of RDA, with adult 
and child riders. 
 

Holiday: All being well, I shall be away visiting my family in 

India between January 5th and 20th. It is quite possible that during 

these uncertain times, this might or might not materialise.  

Michael Gallagher RIP: Michael’s Requiem is on Wednesday 

at 10.30am. Please keep Michael and Michael’s family in your 

prayers. 
 

Mary Gunter-Smith RIP: Mary’s Requiem is on Thursday at 

11.00am. Please keep Mary and Mary’s family in your prayers. 
 

Anthony (Tony) O’Brien RIP: Tony’s Requiem took place last 

Wednesday at. St. Helens, Lancs. Thank you for your prayers 

for Tony and for the O’Brien family. 
 

Christmas Greetings Campaign 2021: Christmas Greetings 

Campaign. If you would like to send a non-religious greeting to 

a prisoner, contact shirley@shirleyrush8.plus.com to get details.  
 

 

AFGHANISTAN CRISIS APPEAL: CAFOD is combining 

efforts with the DEC to launch the Afghanistan Crisis 

Appeal.  In Afghanistan, 8 million people are on the brink of 

famine because of drought, collapsing economy, food shortages, 

conflict, and COVID. CAFOD is supporting sister Caritas 

agencies to reach communities most in need with food, clean 

water, and fuel. During Advent, when we open ourselves to the 

needs of others, let’s do all that we can to save lives. Please pray 

for the people of Afghanistan and you can donate on the CAFOD  

website: cafod.org.uk/AfghanistanAppeal Thank you. 
 
 

Midnight Mass to be broadcast live on the BBC from St 
Chad’s Cathedral: The first Mass of Christmas to be televised 
on the BBC this year will be broadcast from St Chad’s Cathedral, 
our Diocesan Mother Church. 

Midnight Mass will be shown on BBC One with 
coverage starting at 11.45pm on Christmas Eve. 

The Dean of St Chad’s, Monsignor Timothy Menezes, 
will welcome us with a message of hope, and the prayers will be 
led by young people from the congregation. The celebrant and 
preacher will be the Archbishop of Birmingham, the Most Revd 
Bernard Longley. Music will include the well-loved carols ‘O 
Come, All Ye Faithful’, ‘Silent Night’ and ‘Hark! The Herald 
Angels Sing.’ Music Director David Saint will lead the cathedral 
choir in compositions spanning 500 years, from the Christmas 
motet Tui sunt caeli by 16th composer Orlando Lassus, to 
Richard Causton’s haunting 21st century Cradle Song. 
This is the second time in recent years the BBC has filmed 

Midnight Mass at St Chad’s, having last broadcast it in 2016. 
 
 

Dies Domini – Keeping the Lord’s Day Holy: The Bishops 
have spoken recently about the importance of our Sunday 
encounter with Christ through the Eucharist at Mass. The 
Eucharist is the source and summit of our spiritual and pastoral 
life. 

We recognise that the causes and effects of the 
pandemic are still present to such a degree that the absolute 
duty for all to attend the Sunday Eucharistic Celebration cannot 
yet be fulfilled. However, the Bishops have asked that all 
Catholics now reflect on the centrality of the Eucharist to our life 
of faith and take into consideration their personal circumstances 
and the reasons as to whether they can now attend the Sunday 
Eucharistic Celebration. 

To encourage this process of reflection and to promote 
the vital, indispensable and irreplaceable place of the Eucharist 
in our lives, we have produced a series of conversations for 
Advent called ‘Dies Domini – Keeping the Lord’s Day Holy‘. 
Our inspiration comes from Pope Saint John Paul II’s Apostolic 
Letter of the same name from 1998. 

Bishop Mark O’Toole, Lead Bishop for Evangelisation 
and Discipleship, is looking forward to Catholics encountering 
the Lord fully in His glorious and Risen Body: 

“The Bishops’ Conference is offering a series of 
podcasts (made available on our diocesan website) in these days 
which invite us to reflect carefully on our own situation. Let us 
look sensitively at what is possible for us in the circumstances of 
our lives. And if it is possible, let us return to being present 
physically at Sunday Mass. We can do so safely. The Lord wants 
us to do so, so that we can encounter Him fully in His glorious 
and Risen Body. Let us return to Him.”  
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