
 
 

OUR LADY & ST BENEDICT’S CHURCH NEWSLETTER 
Alcester Road, Wootton Wawen, B95 6BQ 

Tel: 01564 792647 
Priest-in-Charge: Fr. Damian Nwankwo 

fr.damian.nwankwo@rcaob.org.uk 
Parish Email: olandsb@gmail.com. Or 
olasb.woottonwawen@rcaob.org.uk.  

“” My hour has not come yet”-Do whatever he tells you.” 
 John 2: 1-11 Psalter week 4 

Pope’s Prayer Intention for January: For true human fraternity: We pray for all suffering from 
religious discrimination and persecution; may their own rights and dignity be recognised, which 
originate from being brothers and sisters in the human family.  

 
Public masses at Our Lady and St Benedict’s, Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
Saturday 15th January. Vigil of the Second Sunday in Ordinary Time Mass at 5.30 pm 
Voluntary Second collection for Pax Christi    
 
Sunday 16th January, Second Sunday in Ordinary Time   Mass at 10.00am 
Voluntary Second collection for Pax Christi 
Online Via Zoom 
 
Tuesday 18th January   Celebration of the Word & Communion  9.15 am 
Thursday 19th January   Celebration of the Word & Communion  9.15 am  
 
Saturday 22nd January. Vigil of the Third Sunday in Ordinary Time Mass at 5.30 pm 
    
 
Sunday 23rd January, Third Sunday in Ordinary Time   Mass at 10.00am 
Online Via Zoom 

  
Message from Fr Damian: 

As you all may know I am now on leave in Nigeria with my family. While I am away In any emergency where 
you wish the help of a Priest, please contact either: 
Fr John Cross: St Peter the Apostle Dormer Place Leamington Spa 01926 4238424 or 
Cannon Edward Steward: St Charles Borromeo Hampton Road Hampton on the Hill.: 01926 492263 

If you need a Chaplain whilst in Hospital, please ask the Hospital Staff. They will contact the duty chaplain. 
For any other matters please email the parish email olasb.woottonwawen@rcaob.org.uk. 

Prayer intentions: 
Please pray for those on our parish sick list and all sick the elderly, the housebound, all who are self -isolating 
and all who care for them.  
We pray for family and friends who have died recently, Andrew Doyle and Jim Jennings, and for our parish 
anniversaries, Edward Ward, Jerry Fogarty, Robert Bullivant and Kath Shill. Eternal rest grant to them O Lord.  
 

Help wanted ZOOM host! 
To sustain our capability to offer mass by ZOOM to those who cannot be with us in church, we urgently need 
to set up a rota of people to act as Hosts.  
The broadcast is made from the Church’s computer on the Sanctuary, but we need parishioners who when 
they log on could act as hosts and let other parishioners “in” before the service and act as moderators during 
the service.  
This can be done from the church or remotely from you own home.  When you log on the priest can make 
you co-host. If you can help, please drop me an email. olasb.woottonwawen@rcaob.org.uk.  
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Parish Building Project 
  
We want to share with you progress on the Parish Building project which was started by Rebecca following 
the legacy left by Denis Keyte. Obviously, this was held up by the pandemic, but we are now able to move 
forward. 
This represents a big step forward for our parish in ensuring its future sustainability. 
 The project comprises three phases: 
 Phase 1 is the complete renovation of Father Damian’s accommodation on the first floor which is in dire 
need of updating, the proposal is to make an entirely self-contained flat with a kitchen/diner, sitting-room, 
new bathroom, and small guest room in addition to the main bedroom. 
This will not only provide a suitable flat which Father and any subsequent priest deserves but is also 
compliant with safeguarding requirements keeping the priest’s accommodation completely separate from 
the downstairs area which will become parish rooms. This aspect has assumed increased importance over 
the last few years. 
 Phase 1 also includes at relatively little extra cost renovation of the attic making access easier and safer and 
will provide valuable storage area for the parish as well as a small study. It’s also worth noting that in 
addition it serves as another fire escape route in addition to the planned 1-hour exit “slot” in case of fire 
downstairs. 
 We have asked the architects for a re-tender of Phase 2 as the costs of the existing design are too high. The 
original plan was to replace the conservatory with a one storey parish room accessible from the existing 
rooms downstairs. The revised plans are to make the downstairs of the presbytery parish rooms improving 
the flow and opening it up as much as possible. There would be a room for Father to meet parishioners as 
well as space for communal parish events. Clearly the space would be more limited than we would like in an 
ideal world, but we have to work within our means. If funds run to a patio area that would also be included. 
 As to the future, replacing the conservatory with a purpose-built larger parish room linked to the existing 
rooms in the presbytery would be a longer-term fundraising goal. 
 Phase 3. We are so blessed to have been given a very generous donation by one family of parishioners 
covering the entire cost of this element of the project. 
 It makes sense both economically and practically to have all the work done at the same time and if possible, 
this is our intention. Hopefully work will start on Phase one in Spring/early Summer. 
 We also have commitments to our cemetery which requires urgent work and inevitably impacts what we 
can do elsewhere. We are in dialogue with the Archdiocese to see if we are eligible for any funding to help 
defray costs and I have stressed to them that these responsibilities are all coming at the same time to our 
small parish. There are significant health and safety implications, and I am hopeful that we will receive some 
funding. 
Of course, we will need to have a fundraising campaign both to furnish the priest’s flat and the parish rooms 
– more details to follow. 
Our hope is that we can all work together to bring this project to fruition united in the belief in our parish as 
a vibrant community looking to the future. 
 

Keeping us ALL safe 
As a parish we are doing all we can to keep parishioners safe. In light of the rapid spread on the virus we are 
asking that:  
• All must wear facemasks unless medical exempt. 
• sanitise their hands on entering the church. 
• follow the directions of the stewards 
• When you leave your seat, please turn over the card to do not use, this helps the stewards.  
• use the track & trace system, recording contact details for those who do not use the QR code 
The Church encourages all to have the vaccine if it is offered, and to regularly take a lateral flow test. 
It is very important if you or your family have any of the symptoms of Covid have a positive PCR or lateral 
flow test or have been in contact with a suspected case to protect others to stay away and join us on 
Zoom.  
 
Parish Safeguarding Representative:  Louise Sandford email. sg.olasb.woottonwawen@rcaob.org.uk 
Warwick Deanery Website:  www.warwick-catholicdeanery.org.uk  
Follow the daily Readings at Mass https://universalis.com/mass.htm or https://www.alivepublishing.co.uk/  
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