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09.01.2021 – FEAST OF THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 
 

The Father anointed his beloved son, Jesus, with the Holy Spirit and with power, to bring healing and peace to all the nations. 
 

Masses & Intentions  
 

Saturday 08  Vigil – Feast of the Baptism of the Lord 

5.30pm  Catherine Eckold & Family (Intentions) 
 

Sunday 09 Feast of the Baptism of the Lord               

10.00am The Harridge Family Intentions     
 

ORDINARY TIME  
 

Monday 10 Feria in Ordinary Time 

9.15am   Angela & Sarah Lyons (Intentions) 
 

Tuesday 11 Feria in Ordinary Time 

9.15am  Ann Johnson 

Wednesday12 Feria in Ordinary Time 
5.30pm  Eucharistic Adoration 

6.00pm  Maureen & Stewart Family (Intentions)  
 

Thursday 13 Feria in Ordinary Time 

9.15am Stacy Sawaya RIP   
 

Friday 14 Feria in Ordinary Time 

9.15am  Mike & Judy Brown (Intentions) 
 

Saturday 15 Feria in Ordinary Time 
 

5.30pm  Julia & Frank Vials RIP 
 

Sunday16 Second Sunday in Ordinary Time     

10.00am Helen Hudson & Family Intentions 
 

 

The Coming of the Spirit (Luke 3:15-16. 21-22): Luke does 

not tell us who baptised Jesus. In Luke the story of John the 

Baptist ends with his promise of one who will baptise with the 

Holy Spirit - then John is arrested. At the baptism itself all 

Luke’s concentration is on the coming of the Spirit. Indeed, it is 

hardly an account of the baptism at all, for the baptism is only a 

time marker for the coming of the Spirit when “Jesus, after his 

own baptism, was at prayer”. Jesus’ mission begins with the 

coming of the Spirit. In the same way, Luke’s second volume 

(the Acts of the Apostles) begins with the coming of the Spirit 

at Pentecost. It is as though Luke wants to show the importance 

of the Spirit from beginning to end of the Christian life. And this 

is the case: in both books the part played by the Spirit directs all 

the action. The same is still true in the Christian community 

today, though sometimes human stubbornness and blindness 

does its best to impede the leadership and guidance of the Spirit. 

Most of us are artists at blocking the Spirit when the Spirit’s 

promptings are inconvenient!  

What does Luke’s account of Jesus’ baptism tell us about the 

Holy Spirit?                                       Dom Henry Wansbrough OSB                  
 

Pope’s Prayer Intention for January: (For true human 
fraternity) We pray for all those suffering from religious 
discrimination and persecution; may their own rights and 
dignity be recognised, which originate from being brothers 
and sisters in the human family. 
 

Christmas Tree Stars: Thank you very much indeed for your 
generous support for the ‘Christmas Tree Stars’ this 
Christmas which has raised £90.00! The charity being 
supported this year is the ‘Hillcrest Riding for Disabled’, a 
local branch of RDA, with adult and child riders. 
 

Pax Christi: The Retiring Collection next weekend is for Pax 

Christi. 

The Baptism of The Lord: 

The annual season of light 

draws to a close. January 

may be quite bleak in 

northern climates, but the 

solstice has passed. Light 

has won out over 

darkness, and we have 

celebrated the bright hope 

of salvation. We have 

ritualised once more the 

cherished customs of 

Christmas.  
 

Families, stores, and 

communities regularly 

package their Christmas 

decor and store it away for 

eleven months. For the Church, our season of birth and 

manifestation is not packed up and stored. The feast of the 

Baptism of the Lord does not tie up all the loose ends of the plot 

or neatly summarize the mystery. It remembers one more aspect 

of Christmas, but it also sets the stage for the week-by-week 

unfolding of the mystery of Jesus through the recounting of each 

synoptic gospel. 
 

The evangelists present the baptism of Jesus at the start of his 

public life because the varied details of their accounts unveil his 

identity. Like the servant praised in Isaiah, Jesus has come to do 

God's will. He is consecrated in the Spirit. He is the beloved Son.  
 

These proclamations about Jesus summon us to fuller awareness 

of the paschal mystery. Through baptism we are the body of 

Christ, facing the same mystery of dying and rising. We too must 

be open to the Spirit, conscious of our relationship to God. Thus 

we can live a life of discipleship and begin to understand the true 

meaning of history.  
 

From his fullness we have all received everything that we need 

so that we are able to reveal to the world the Word that brings 

life. This is Christmas. 
 

Liturgical Readings on Sundays & Weekdays 
Sunday Readings will be from Year C and  

Weekday Readings will be Year II.  
 

Christmas Tree & Crib: Christmas Tree and Christmas 

Decorations have been removed after the Solemnity of the 

Epiphany.  The Christmas Crib will remain until Sunday 2nd 

February when the Church celebrates the ‘Presentation of the 

Lord’ (Candle Mass). 
 

SECOND / RETIRING COLLECTIONS SCHEDULE 2022 (Till April) 
 

16January Pax Christi    
06 February Pro-Life 
13 February Racial Justice   
06 March Cathedral Maintenance 
13 March Family Fast (CAFOD) 
15 April  Holy Places 

 

Lepra Appeal Sat 22nd & Sun 23rd January 2022: This is an 

advance notice that there will be an Appeal in support of Lepra 
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on Sat 22nd & Sun 23rd December 2022 in our parish. Lepra is 

an international charity with a mission to beat leprosy. More 

information is found on www.lepra.org.uk  Below is the link to 

a short film of a volunteer speaking about the work of Lepra, 

that you might like to view.  

Lepra's Faith Appeal 2021 - YouTube 
 

RIP: Please pray for all those who died recently and for all the 
faithful departed. May the Lord bring them in His peace to that 
knowledge which fulfils faith, answers hope, and receive the 
fullness of His love. May the grieving families be strengthened 
and supported by our thoughts and prayers. 
 

Offertory Collection 

Gift Aid £50.50 Non-Gift Aid £122.50 Total: £173.00 
(NB: The above figure does not include those paid online or by Direct Debit) 

 

Thank you very much for your generosity.  
 

AFGHANISTAN CRISIS APPEAL: CAFOD is combining efforts 
with the DEC to launch the Afghanistan Crisis Appeal.  In 
Afghanistan, 8 million people are on the brink of famine because 
of drought, collapsing economy, food shortages, conflict, and 
COVID. CAFOD is supporting sister Caritas agencies to reach 
communities most in need with food, clean water, and fuel. 
During Advent, when we open ourselves to the needs of others, 
let’s do all that we can to save lives. Please pray for the people 
of Afghanistan and you can donate on the CAFOD  
website:  Thank you. 
 

Synodal Pathway: Synodality 
enables the entire people of God to 
walk forward together, listening to 
the Holy Spirit and the Word of 
God, to participate in the mission 
of the Church in the communion 
that Christ establishes between us. 
 
 

More information is available on 
our Diocesan website at: 
https://www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/news/join-us-on-the-
synodal-pathway  
 

Now that our Christmas celebrations are over, I think, we 
could afford and devote time to reflect on the ‘Synodal 
Pathway’.  
 

First, I draw your attention the diocesan website, where a 
substantial amount of information is available, to read and to 
listen.  
 

Secondly, download any of the documents you might find 
helpful to read, reread and reflect. 
 

Thirdly, there will be need for us to come together to ‘talk & 
listen’ to each other. Hence, there will be opportunities of 
meetings.  
 

Now, I appeal for volunteers to form a ‘Core Group’ to learn 
further about this with the information available and help 
organise meetings (opportunities) in our parish to come 
together, discuss and journey together & forward as parish 
community. 
 

At the practical level, let us resolve and make it a regular 
practice to pray to the Holy Spirit using one of the 
following prayers that God may ‘send forth His Spirit and 
renew the face of the earth’ in our lifetime! Please share 
these prayers and invite/ request them to pray these 
prayers! Let us be evangelized and become 
evangelizers! – Fr. Arul 

 

PRAYER TO THE HOLY SPIRIT FOR THE RENEWAL IN OUR PARISH 
 

Father, pour out your Spirit upon your people, and grant us 

a new vision of your glory, a new experience of your power, 

a new faithfulness to your Word, and a new consecration to 

your service, that your love may grow among us,  

and your kingdom come: 

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

                                     For a Synodal Church: 

Communion, Participation, and Mission. 
 

Prayer for the Synod: Adsumus Sancte Spiritus 

Every session of the Second Vatican Council began with the 

prayer Adsumus Sancte Spiritus, the first word of the Latin 

original meaning, “We stand before You, Holy Spirit,” which 

has been historically used at Councils, Synods and other Church 

gatherings for hundreds of years, being attributed to Saint 

Isidore of Seville (c. 560 - 4 April 636). As we are called to 

embrace this synodal path of the Synod 2021-2023, this prayer 

invites the Holy Spirit to operate within us so that we may be a 

community and a people of grace. For the Synod 2021-2023, we 

propose to use this simplified version, so that any group or 

liturgical assembly can pray more easily. 
  

 

We stand before You, Holy Spirit,  

as we gather together in Your name. 
 

 

With You alone to guide us,  

make Yourself at home in our hearts; 

Teach us the way we must go  

and how we are to pursue it. 
 

 

We are weak and sinful;  

do not let us promote disorder. 

Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path  

nor partiality influence our actions. 
 

 

Let us find in You our unity  

so that we may journey together to eternal life  

and not stray from the way of truth  

and what is right. 
 
 

All this we ask of You,  

who are at work in every place and time,  

in the communion of the Father and the Son,  

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Come, O Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful, and kindle 

in them the fire of your love. 

V/ Send forth your Spirit, and they shall be created. 

R/ And you shall renew the face of the earth. 
 

Let us pray 
 

O God, who taught the hearts of the faithful, by the light of the 

Holy Spirit, grant, that by the gift of the same Spirit, we may 

be always truly wise, and ever rejoice in his consolations. We 

make this prayer through Christ our Lord. 

R. Amen 
 

 
 

Sharing in the Lord’s ministry 
 

Lord Jesus, touch our eyes  
so that we may see the signs of your presence  
in our lives and in the world.  
Touch our ears so that we may profess our faith.  
Touch our hands so that we may give and receive.  
Touch our feet so that we may walk in your paths.  
Touch our minds so that we may understand your ways. 
Touch our wills so that they may be in tune with your will. 
Touch our hearts so that we may bring your love  
to our brothers and sisters,  
to the praise and glory of God. Amen. 
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