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16.01.2022 –  SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

The Church’s Bridegroom 

The Church rejoices in her Bridegroom who will cherish her, lavish upon her the many gifts of his Spirit, and transform her into a 

new creation as he transformed water into wine. 
 

Masses & Intentions  
 

Saturday 15  Vigil – Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

5.30pm  Julia & Frank Vials RIP 
 

Sunday 16 Second Sunday in Ordinary Time               

10.00am Helen Hudson & Family Intentions     
 

Monday 17 St. Anthony, Abbot. 

9.15am   Chris Johnson (Intentions) 
 

Tuesday 18 Feria in Ordinary Time 

9.15am  Margaret & Phil More 

Wednesday19 St. Wulstan, Bishop 

5.30pm  ~~~ No Eucharistic Adoration ~~~ 

6.00pm  ~~~ No Mass ~~~ 
 

Thursday 20 Feria in Ordinary Time 

9.15am ~~~ No Mass ~~~   
 

Friday 21 St. Agnes, Virgin, Martyr 

9.15am  Susan Day 
 

Saturday 22 Feria in Ordinary Time 
 

5.30pm  Montague Pendleton RIP 
 

Sunday 23 Second Sunday in Ordinary Time     

10.00am Helen Hudson’s Intentions 
 

 

The Wedding-Feast at Cana (John 2:1-11): Year C is the year 

of Luke’s gospel, but we start with this reading from John which 

recounts the symbolic beginning of Jesus’ ministry. It is full of 

riches. After the first reading from Isaiah it is impossible not to 

see this ‘sign’ (as John calls it) as a sign of that final wedding-

feast of God and his people. Furthermore, in Jewish thought, 

water represents the Law: in an arid land water is the sign of life 

and is precious – just so, the Law of God is precious and gives 

life. Jesus transforms this water of the Law into the wine of the 

New Covenant – and in such generous quantities: over one 

hundred gallons of wine! Then there is Mary’s part: Jesus says 

his Hour has not yet come (and the reader knows that the Hour 

of Jesus will be the moment of his exaltation at the Cross and 

Resurrection), but Mary’s confident plea is a reminder to us of 

the power of her intercession. She will be mentioned no more in 

this gospel till she is present at the Cross, sharing the passion of 

her Son and joined to the Beloved Disciple to form the first 

Christian community.  

Why did Jesus choose to do this as his first miracle? 
                                                        Dom Henry Wansbrough OSB                  
 

Pope’s Prayer Intention for January: (For true human 
fraternity) We pray for all those suffering from religious 
discrimination and persecution; may their own rights and 
dignity be recognised, which originate from being brothers 
and sisters in the human family. 
 

Recollection: Between Tuesday evening and Thursday 

afternoon, I shall be away attending Recollection with the ‘Jesus 

Caritas Fraternity.’ 
 

Pax Christi: Today there will be a Second Collection for Pax 

Christi. 

 
 

The Water saw its master and blushed 
 

Sacramental Preparations – Appeal to Parents & 

Guardians 
 

A Sacrament is an outward sign of inward grace, ordained by 

Jesus Christ, by which grace is given to our souls.  (A Catechism 

of Christian Doctrine, 249). 
 

Every celebration of the Sacrament makes the Church alive and 

strengthens it by nourishing it.  
 

The whole liturgical life of the Church revolves around the 

Eucharistic sacrifice and the sacraments. (Catechism of the Catholic 

Church 1113) 
 

Hence is it quite right and highly commendable that parents 

request the sacraments as appropriate for their children. After 

all, at their children’s baptism parents accepted responsibility to 

bring them and train them in the ways of faith. It is highly 

comforting and rewarding when this responsibility is carried out 

as sincerely as possible. 
 

Like so many things in life, reception of sacraments too needs 

preparation that are both spiritual and practical. The seed sown 

at Baptism must be tended and nurtured. Otherwise, there is a 

danger for the seed not achieving its full potential and the 

sacrament becoming a ritual, an occasion for a party perhaps and 

nothing more.  
 

Therefore, I am making a humble request and suggestion to 

parents and guardians. The best preparation for any Sacrament 

that you could make is your ‘regular attendance at the weekly 

Eucharist (Mass), joining the parish community - our local 

church, in worshipping our Heavenly Father through Jesus 

our Lord in the Holy Spirit’. It will pay rich dividend when our 

cursory or token attendance becomes a regular one. It is rather 

painful and disappointing to have a wonderful celebration one 

week with nothing to precede nor to follow! Please remember 

that CH_ _CH will mean nothing unless UR in it!     - Fr. Arul 
 

Sacramental Preparations 2022: Sacramental preparation for 
First Confessions, First Holy Communion and Confirmation 

will be commencing in February for children attending non 

catholic schools. Parents wishing to enrol their children, please 

contact. Mrs L James on Tel no: (01926) 812129. 
 

NB. Before the course commences, there will be a meeting for 

the parents and the children, along with the catechists and the 

parish priest. 
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St. Wulstan, Bishop: The feast of our patron St. 
Wulstan is on Wednesday 19th January. Sadly, I will be 
away on recollection. Secondly, due to the current Covid 
restrictions we will not be able to gather in the hall. Hence, 
all being well, we shall have a celebration on Friday 25th 
February in the evening (before the start of the Season of 
Lent) with Mass and refreshments to follow in the hall. 
 

SUNDAY OF THE WORD OF GOD 
 

On September 30, 2019, on the liturgical memorial of St. 

Jerome, Pope Francis announced that the Third Sunday in 

Ordinary Time would be celebrated as the Sunday of the Word 

of God. This year it will on (next) Sunday, January 23, 2022. 
 

There will be ‘Blessing over Bibles’ in the church. The 

Bible is already the blessed Word of God. It doesn’t require a 

blessing. 

So, we take this moment to pray for God’s blessing 

upon us as we commit to read our Bibles and let God’s Word 

guide our lives. 

The Readers too, will recommissioned at Mass. New 

readers are welcome. 
 

The work of Pax Christi – the Peace 

of Christ – is based on the gospel and 

inspired by faith, with a vision of a 

world where people can live in peace, without fear of violence 

in any form. Pax Christi is rooted in Catholic Christianity but is 

open to all who share its values and work. 
 

Pax Christi works for:  

Peace – based on justice.  A world where human rights are 

respected, basic needs are met and people feel safe and valued 

in their communities. 
 

Reconciliation – a process which begins when people try to 

mend relationships – between individuals or whole countries 

after times of violence or dispute. 
 

Nonviolence – a way of living and making choices that respects 

others, challenges what is not fair or just, and offers alternatives 

to violence and war. 
 

Lepra Appeal Sat 22nd & Sun 23rd January 2022: This is an 

advance notice that there will be an Appeal in support of Lepra 

on Sat 22nd & Sun 23rd December 2022 in our parish. Lepra is 

an international charity with a mission to beat leprosy. More 

information is found on www.lepra.org.uk  Below is the link to 

a short film of a volunteer speaking about the work of Lepra, 

that you might like to view. Lepra's Faith Appeal 2021 - YouTube 
 

RIP: Please pray for all those who died recently and for all the 
faithful departed. May the Lord bring them in His peace to that 
knowledge which fulfils faith, answers hope, and receive the 
fullness of His love. May the grieving families be strengthened 
and supported by our thoughts and prayers. 
 

Offertory Collection 

Gift Aid £93.00 Non-Gift Aid £63.30 Total: £156.30  

Candles: £6.70 Christmas Tree Stars: £90.00 
(NB: The above figure does not include those paid online or by Direct Debit) 

 

Thank you very much for your generosity.  
Mass Attendance 

Saturday: 19 Sunday 38 
 

AFGHANISTAN CRISIS APPEAL: CAFOD is combining efforts 
with the DEC to launch the Afghanistan Crisis Appeal.  In 
Afghanistan, 8 million people are on the brink of famine because 
of drought, collapsing economy, food shortages, conflict, and 
COVID. CAFOD is supporting sister Caritas agencies to reach 
communities most in need with food, clean water, and fuel. 
During Advent, when we open ourselves to the needs of others, 
let’s do all that we can to save lives. Please pray for the people 
of Afghanistan and you can donate on the CAFOD 
website:  Thank you. 

Synodal Pathway: Synodality enables 
the entire people of God to walk forward 
together, listening to the Holy Spirit and 
the Word of God, to participate in the 
mission of the Church in the 
communion that Christ establishes 
between us. 
More information is available on our Diocesan website at: 
https://www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/news/join-us-on-the-
synodal-pathway  
 

Now that our Christmas celebrations are over, I think, we 
could afford and devote time to reflect on the ‘Synodal 
Pathway’.  
 

First, I draw your attention the diocesan website, where a 
substantial amount of information is available, to read and to 
listen.  
 

Secondly, download any of the documents you might find 
helpful to read, reread and reflect. 
 

Thirdly, there will be need for us to come together to ‘talk & 
listen’ to each other. Hence, there will be opportunities of 
meetings.  
 

Now, I appeal for volunteers to form a ‘Core Group’ to learn 
further about this with the information available and help 
organise meetings (opportunities) in our parish to come 
together, discuss and journey together & forward as parish 
community. 
 

At the practical level, let us resolve and make it a regular 

practice to pray to the Holy Spirit using the following prayer 
that God may ‘send forth His Spirit and renew the face of the 

earth’ in our lifetime! Please share these prayers and invite/ 
request them to pray these prayers! Let us be evangelized and 

become evangelizers! – Fr. Arul 
                                  

For a Synodal Church: 

Communion, Participation, and Mission. 
 

Prayer for the Synod: Adsumus Sancte Spiritus 

Every session of the Second Vatican Council began with the 

prayer Adsumus Sancte Spiritus, the first word of the Latin 

original meaning, “We stand before You, Holy Spirit,” which 

has been historically used at Councils, Synods and other Church 

gatherings for hundreds of years, being attributed to Saint 

Isidore of Seville (c. 560 - 4 April 636). As we are called to 

embrace this synodal path of the Synod 2021-2023, this prayer 

invites the Holy Spirit to operate within us so that we may be a 

community and a people of grace. For the Synod 2021-2023, we 

propose to use this simplified version, so that any group or 

liturgical assembly can pray more easily. 
  

We stand before You, Holy Spirit,  

as we gather together in Your name. 
 

 

With You alone to guide us,  

make Yourself at home in our hearts; 

Teach us the way we must go  

and how we are to pursue it. 
 

We are weak and sinful;  

do not let us promote disorder. 

Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path  

nor partiality influence our actions. 
 

Let us find in You our unity  

so that we may journey together to eternal life  

and not stray from the way of truth  

and what is right. 
 

All this we ask of You,  

who are at work in every place and time,  

in the communion of the Father and the Son,  

forever and ever. Amen. 
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