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A continual quest for the divine (God) within human experience 

 

I somehow sense that I have missed out, or been passed over, when all three of Shakespeare’s assessments 

of greatness were being shared out! My origins were quite humble and ordinary; I do not recall any 

achievement that would merit the title ‘great’, and I must continue to wait for “greatness to be trust upon 
(me)”….!  

 

Most of us would probably deny that we had achieved anything that could be called ‘great’. To claim to 

have done something ‘great’ risks the charge of boasting, of ‘getting above ourselves’, with an almost 

assured certainty that there will be someone, lurking in the wings, ready to quickly ‘bring us down a peg or 

two’!  

 

Yet great things are achieved every day, by very ordinary people. To play on Shakespeare’s words, few are 

born great, few achieve greatness, few have greatness trust upon them. But very many achieve great things 

by doing the ordinary in extraordinary ways. The gift from God of our common humanity, affirmed 

throughout the Christmas season by its adoption by Jesus Christ, confronts us with an imperative: to 

acknowledge that what we do regularly contains within it the ingredients of greatness. To fail to honour the 

power of our ordinary communications is to hide the presence of the divine within the human - the very 

essence of the Christmas feast.  

 

The silent smile of acknowledgement, the quiet word of affirmation, the gentle touch of assured presence, 

the handwritten note (as opposed to text!) of gratitude, the unexpected telephone call, the lengthy silent 

holding of hands by the bedside of the sick and dying…... all so very ordinary yet all containing a power 

that we dare not underestimate or deny.  

 

Jesus, before us, recognised the power of the ordinary - his story of the mustard seed; his gentle healing 

touch of the blind, the deaf and the dumb; his ‘weakness’ for wanting to share food with ordinary folk; His 

tearful presence at Bethany with Martha, Mary and Lazarus. Recall, also, the spectacular effect of His use 

of these very ordinary human gestures. Perhaps, hidden within Covid 19 is a gift from God to us: to realise 

just what is missed when so much of the ‘ordinary’ is denied to us. Perhaps, as well, we are reminded that 

much of what is powerful in the ‘ordinary’ may have to be re-learned in the school of human togetherness.  

 

Take Shakespeare seriously, then, and do not be afraid to affirm, acknowledge, honour and praise each 

other. Take Jesus seriously, too, and “do not be afraid”. There is a false humility that would prompt us to 

say, when complimented, “oh, it’s nothing, really” when, in fact, what you have done is quite extraordinary.  

The best response to a compliment is surely ‘thank you’. So do not be afraid of your greatness within the 

ordinary…. 
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PLEASE NOTE: 
 

Mass streamed Monday to Saturday using fb.me/stanneswappenbury 
 

Mass streamed live from St Anne’s using https://youtu.be/_Y4_rFRk-dM (Sundays only) 
 

Please see diary below for this week’s timings of Mass 
 

Have you thought of inviting someone to join with you at one of the streamed Masses through the week? 

 

Sunday 9 January    8.30am 
10.30am 

Wappenbury + live stream 
Princethorpe 

Baptism of the Lord 

    

Monday 10 January  8.30am Wappenbury (live stream) James O’Brien RIP 
    

Tuesday 11 January   No Mass  

    

Wednesday 12 January  8.30am Wappenbury (live stream)  

    

Thursday 13 January  8.30am Wappenbury (live stream)  

    

Friday 14 January  8.30am Wappenbury (live stream)  

    

Saturday 15 January  No Mass  

    

Sunday 16 January  8.30am   
10.30am               

Wappenbury +  live stream 
Princethorpe 

Second Sunday Ordinary Time 

 

Readers At Mass – Princethorpe 
If you are one of the previous regular readers at the Mass at Princethorpe, please can you get in contact with me to let 

me know if you wish to revive your part in this important Ministry? Peter Griffin or I will then contact you to check 

your availability. 
 

 

Anniversaries And Special Birthdays 
If you have a deceased persons anniversary that you would like remembered please let me know. Also if you have a 

special birthday that you would like remembering please get in touch. The newsletter is drafted on the Friday before 

the Sunday with any late additions on Saturday ready for the transmission by email. If you know anyone that would like 

to receive a copy of the newsletter ask them to get in touch with Loretta at lkpcurtis@hotmail.com and she will alert me 

to add them to my contact list. 

 

Used Stamps For The RNIB 
 

   
Please can you bring your stamps along to either St Anne’s or Princethorpe (from Sunday 

9 January) give them to Loretta. The Royal National Institute for the Blind collects them 

to gain funds for the charity. 
Many thanks. 

 

https://youtu.be/_Y4_rFRk-dM
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Parish Finances 
 

The Finance Committee will be meeting over the next few weeks to finalise the accounts for 2021. They will make 

interesting reading. With the depletion of parishioners attending Sunday Mass in person, due to the pandemic, we are 

receiving less in cash collections each week. Just like every household in the country, the parish still has ongoing bills to 

pay. If you are reading this newsletter, and are not able or comfortable attending Mass in person, please consider making 

your donation to the parish with a standing order or by direct debit. Please contact Fr Teddy MSC for further details on 

how to arrange this.  

 
 A huge thank you to every parishioner, wherever you live, who supports St Anne’s in whatever way.  

 

Used Christmas cards 
It may seem strange to begin planning now for Christmas Child 2022 - remember that, this Christmas, over 2843 boxes 

were sent to Romania, and Belarus. Pam and team - and the children - thank you so much. 
 

So begin now. Detach the front portion of your Christmas cards, save them and put them aside. When you are able, 

deliver them to church some Sunday and they will be passed on to Pam.  
 

Please note: cards cannot have any religious pictures or symbols on them. 

 

Especially In Your Prayers This Week – For The Living 
Millie (2 yrs old) seriously ill in St Thomas’ Hospital London with a double lung infection. Remember Millie’s 

grandmother, Anne. 
John, Liz Griffin’s father, who fell recently and fractured his hip. Hold Liz’s mum, and all the family, in your prayers. 
Retired MSCs in our houses in Ireland. 
Paul Catterall who continues to recover from his serious accident twelve months ago. Hold Paul, his wife Theresa, and 

family in your prayers. 
Peter who is being treated at Coventry Hospital and was not able to be with Margaret over Christmas. Keep Margaret in 

your prayers. 
Chrissie Waters as she said goodbye to her mother, Renate, who died recently. Hold Chrissi and family in your prayers. 
Valerie and Jim Graham and their family as they spent their first Christmas without their son, Christopher. Hold 

Valerie’s and Jim’s daughter, Sarah, who is unwell and Sarah’s son, Billy (21), who is also unwell, in your prayers. 
Linda, Loretta’s cousin, who is recovering from her illness at home. 
Veronica as she celebrated her first Christmas without her husband, John. Hold Veronica and her son in your prayers. 
Bill as he endures new treatment every six weeks. Bill and Yvonne continue to rely on your prayers. They offer a great 

example to us all. 
Laurie who thanks you for your prayers. 
Sue as she continues to endure treatment. It is now four years since Sue’s illness was diagnosed. We thank God for her 

cheerful acceptance of her illness. Pray for Jo, Adele, James and grandchildren. 
Di as she endures her illness. 
Matthew (18), recovering from a brain operation. 
Gill as she spends her first Christmas without her mum. 
Barbara, Bernie Sambrook’s mother,  who is unwell 
Marie Gordon, a faithful member of St Anne’s on line community. Marie is unwell at present.  
Laurie (23) Thank you for your prayers as he continues on-going and long-term treatment. 
Dee Thomas, sister of Fen Whittle, who waiting for a brain operation. 
Pat as she recovers from her recent knee operation. 
Steve as he endures further treatment. Hold Steve and Liz in your prayers, 
Ellie, a friend of Marie Kerrigan, who has inoperable cancer -that she may continue her life-saving treatment. 
Celia who is unwell 
Jim and Anne Please pray for their baby who has ongoing health difficulties. Hold their wider family in your prayers. 
Mark Gandy who is receiving treatment for cancer. 
Margaret (76), Stretton on Dunsmore, who has been diagnosed with motor neurone disease. 
Violet, in Ireland, who may lose sight in one eye. 
Jean and Frank who are experiencing serious difficulties with their two children. 
Elizabeth who is waiting for a serious operation. 
Mary and Brian Gould’s niece, Elaine, whose lung cancer has reached stage four and has spread to her bones. 
Anastasia as she is cared for at home. 

 



Eileen who is being cared for in a rest home in Leamington. 
Sam (14) who is waiting for results from tests. Pray for Sam’s wider family. 
Rosey and Johnny whose unborn child died recently just before birth. 
Maria’s son-in-law, and Maria’s father, Con O’Shea (90). 
MSCs in South Africa and in Europe as they minister to those inflicted with the new strain of Covid 19. 
People in the Philippine Islands who are suffering from the result of the recent severe typhoon. Pray for MSCs working 

there. 
People in Ethiopia, Yemen, Sudan, Afghanistan and elsewhere as famine and violence again sweeps their country. 
Parishioners who are unwell at home. 

Hold in your prayers also 
Rev David Shaw and Anthony Platt, both friends of Kathy Bond 
Jean, aunt to Tim and Maria Malin, who has been diagnosed with advanced bowel cancer.  

Dennis Simons, receiving a new type of chemotherapy treatment. 
Nick who is unwell at the moment. 
Emily who is suffering from depression at the present time. 
Terry who is unwell. 
John as he buried his brother recently. 
Alice, James, Sonia and David. 
Michelle, Maria Malin’s daughter, 
Mike who is undergoing an extensive hip replacement. 
Rachel, who is experiencing marriage difficulties. 
Margo who continues to suffer from extreme weight loss at present. 
Paul, a paramedic friend of Kathy Bond, Stretton on Dunsmore, seriously ill in University Hospital, Coventry. Paul will 

have an operation shortly which could be life saving. 
Pilar, a young girl in France, who is quite unwell. Pray for her and her family and for Carolina, Sebastien and family 

who are supportive. 
Families in India, Brazil and the continent of Africa as they suffer from Covid 19 – that God would grant them relief. 
Portia, Mark and family – Portia is quiet unwell. 
Michelle as she comes to terms with a very difficult decision she has made. 
Josie who has been fast tracked for tests. 
Kieran’s family. Kieran’s funeral took place last week. 
Frances, friend of Marie Kerrigan, as she awaits an operation, hoping to save sight in one eye. 
Di and the family would like to thank you for your continuing prayers. 
Shelley, friend of Janet and Jimmy Murray, who is having extensive treatment. 
Paul, friend of Fen, who is undergoing treatment for cancer.                                                                   
Michael as he adjusts to a difficult relationship. 
Ann, a friend of Marie Kerrigan’s, who has had good news and is hopefully on the road to recovery. 
John. 
Lawrence who had had good news from his consultant. 
Staff at George Elliot Hospital and elsewhere who continue to work under extreme pressure. 
Marlene who is awaiting the results of recent tests and waiting for a course of treatment. 
Claire Spencer, friend of Yvonne, who is recovering from a fall. 
Jo who remembers Pauline. Keep Jonnie in your prayers. 
Stephen, friend of Milena’s, who has had some setbacks. 
Veronica and Paul, please continue your prayers for them. 
David, a young father struggling at the moment. 
Anne who is very anxious at present. 
Alison Smith, friend to Bill and Yvonne, who have been very helpful to Bill. Alison is unwell. 
Melanie, a young girl who struggles with identity. Pray for her family and friends as they present support. 
Yvonne and Jade. Jade is quite unwell at present. Yvonne has recently retired from Our Lady’s School. 
Sian who is unwell at present. 
Parishioners with underlying medical problems of varying kinds and for whom this present viral situation induces 

increased anxiety. Pray for patience for all as times moves on. 
Our medical staff – some members of this parish are actively engaged on the front line in our hospitals. 
Elizabeth and Neville Compton, sister and brother-in-law of Margaret Simmons. 
John (75) diagnosed with bladder cancer. 
All elderly parents of parishioners. 
Elizabeth who has been diagnosed with a long term illness and is improving. 
Keren and her husband John, Keren is a member of Princethorpe College staff. John has had disappointing news about 

his proposed operation. Please keep the family in your prayers. 



Karen, waiting results of an exploratory investigation. 
Linda, Stretton on Dunsmore, who is recovering at home. Thank you for your continued prayers. 
Carolyn whose daughter is experiencing on-going mental health difficulties. 
Roisin and Niamh, as they cope with difficult health problems. Their health problems are long term on-going. 
Louise, suffering from various cancers. 
Lucy (29), who is suffering from bacterial meningitis and is unable to digest food. 
Eileen, friend of Mary Hewitt who is suffering from cancer. 
Seamus, who suffers from prostate cancer. Hold Seamus' family and friends in your prayers. 
Michele, who has some serious continuing health issues. 
Kathy, who is recuperating after her successful operation. 
Rose, who has severe mental health problems. 
Frank 
Carolyn, who is ill with breast cancer.  
Remember also, and especially, those who have been shielding now for a long time. 

 

  For Those Who Have Died And For Their Families - Our Prayers This Week 
Irene Bett RIP, great aunt to Tim and Maria Malin and family who died on Tuesday age 100. Please pray for the family. 

Renate Perdola RIP, Chrissie Waters mother, who died during Christmas. 
Christopher (58) RIP, who died recently. Remember Valerie and Jim in your prayers. 
James MacFarquar, a past pupil of Princethorpe College (1984 -1989) who passed away peacefully just before 

Christmas. Prayers for all his family and friends 
Fr Kevin McNamara who died recently. 
Phillip, a cousin of a member of the parish who died this week. 

Carmel Prendergast who died recently. 
John Callaghan RIP, friend of Mary Rogers, former Principal of Solihull College and University Centre recently 

retired. John died recently. Hold John’s family and colleagues in your prayers. 

Dan Brown (44) RIP, past pupil of Princethorpe College. Please pray for his mother and father and all the family. 

Adriana (36) RIP. Hold Adriana’s parents and family in your prayers. Adriana is known to Kathy Bond and to Sue 

Kimberley. 

Tom and Sheila Clapperton RIP, brother and sister in law of Mary Holden, who have died within five months of each 

of other (March and August 2021). Please pray for their three children, partners, grandchildren and the wider family. 

Margaret RIP, mother to Mary Daly at Our Lady’s School, also Mary’s father . 

John Ireson RIP, please pray for Jan and all the family. 
Ray O’Donoghue RIP, Una Power’s uncle, who died in Birmingham, aged 85 after a relatively short struggle against 

cancer. Una and the family would be very grateful for your continued prayers for Ray. Please continue to pray for all the 

family at this time. 
Raymond Thompson RIP, father to Lynne Western (Princethorpe) who died recently. Pray for Lynne and family. 
Bob Marshall (Australia) RIP, friend to Bill Busby. 
Rory Ryan (63) RIP, cousin to Janet Murray. 
Dougie Williams RIP, Flo, Glen, Aoife and Máiréad Dalrymple ask for prayers for all the extended family. Dougie was 

married to Pauline for sixty three years. 
Pauline RIP, friend of Marie Kerrigan. 
Helen Knight’s mother RIP 
Helen O’Reilly RIP 
Kieran RIP 
Dr Rolland (37) RIP. Hold his children, his family and his colleagues in your prayers. 
Mai Sears RIP, Basil and Julie’s mother. 
Ken RIP 
Jimmy Wassill RIP. Jimmy is cousin to Mary Rogers. 
Brigida RIP, aunt to Fen Whittle’s friend, Theresa. 
Jan RIP, school friend to Sue Kimberley. Jan buried her son a couple of years ago. 
John RIP Remember Clare in your prayers. 
Deborah Jorgensen RIP (89), sister-in-law to Willi Brown. Willi is the last surviving member of that generation. 
Gisela Heines RIP (59), sister in law to Helen Peters (Willie Brown's daughter). 
Geraldine RIP, close friend of Jane and Tony Phayer. 
Chris Peake RIP (71), former caretaker of Our Lady’s School, Princethorpe. 
Angela RIP Angela was a close friend of Mary Rogers. 
Geraldine RIP, close friend of Jane and Tony Phayer. Hold Tony and Jane in your prayers. 
Liam Morgan RIP 



Maureen Mernagh RIP (95), aunt to Peter Power. 
Stuart Cartwright RIP (76) Hold Stuart’s wife and daughters and Paul in your prayers. 
John Dobie RIP 
Ron RIP, father to a friend of Yvonne. 
John Deery (RIP). Remember Mary in your prayers. 
Marie RIP, long standing friend of Mary Gould. 
Norman RIP, very dear friend of Paul and Fen Whittle. Keep Paul and Norman’s family in your prayers. 
Members of the medical profession as they manage the current ‘spike’ in Covid-19 cases, and those who have died. 
Denis and Kate McDaid as they come to terms with the death of Bridie Gallagher, Denis’s aunt in Ireland. 
David Ratcliffe whose father in law, Tony. Remember Sally in your prayers. 
Patrick Horgan (76) RIP Hold his family in your prayers. Pray for Jo, his very close friend. 
Wolfgang (RIP) Chrissie’s father and her mother who has recovered are now at home. 
Mildred (87)RIP (Ryton on Dunsmore) 

RIP (Ryton on Dunsmore) 

Johhn Dobie RIP 

Kay RIP 

Joan (91)RIP 
Myrtle Forster (64) RIP. Remember Marie in your prayers. 
Joan and Sister RIP. Remember Sandra in your prayers. 
Bob RIP 
Maria Ramsay (76) RIP 
Mont RIP. Remember Roy in your prayers.   
Con McCorriston RIP 

Darren RIP 

 

 

                                                    Available At The Presbytery For A Donation 

Microwave – as seen -              

 

 
 

Russell Hobbs Hot Plate -  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Vacancies at the Princethorpe Foundation 

Early Years Assistant – Crackley Hall School - Reporting to the Nursery Manager, we are seeking to appoint an 

enthusiastic and suitably qualified person to join our dynamic and innovative team. The job holder will work in the nursery 

setting, joining an established team under the direction of the Nursery Manager. The successful candidate will ensure that 

every child in their care is well-supported and encouraged to develop themselves as an individual. They will respond to the 

children’s needs, plan suitable activities to help them progress in their learning and feedback to parents on how their child 

is getting on. An appreciation and understanding of the ethos of the school is essential 

Potential candidates are strongly encouraged to visit the School’s website www.crackleyhall.co.uk for more information 

about our thriving School, which offers a rich curriculum and strong sense of community. Continuing Professional 

Development is encouraged and personal visits to the School are welcome. Closing date Monday 10 January 2022. Further 

information available at 

https://www.princethorpe.co.uk/page/?title=Join+Us&pid=1185&vacancyid=1896 

Head of Boys’ Games – Princethorpe College - Required for September 2022, we are seeking an enthusiastic and 

motivational teacher to lead, manage and develop the Boys’ PE and Games department and programme to deliver the 

Academic PE, Core PE and the Games programme in a busy and successful department. 

The successful candidate will maintain the highest standards of teaching and learning possible throughout the PE and 

Games programme by monitoring and leading by example, being accountable for the pupil progress in PE and Games. 

The department prides itself on its academic delivery of A-level, GCSE and BTEC (level 2 and 3) and so the ability to 

teach academic Physical Education at the highest level is essential. Games’ afternoons play a major role in the 

development of Princethorpe pupils and therefore candidates should be able to coach at least one major sport throughout 

the academic year and be fully committed to fixtures on a Saturday morning. 

Single accommodation may be available. Princethorpe has its own pay scale which is above national scales. Closing date 

Monday 10 January 2022. Further information available at  

https://www.princethorpe.co.uk/page/?title=Join+Us&pid=1185&vacancyid=1899 

Head of Boys’ Games – Princethorpe College - Required for September 2022, we are seeking an enthusiastic and 

motivational teacher to lead, manage and develop the Boys’ PE and Games department and programme to deliver the 

Academic PE, Core PE and the Games programme in a busy and successful department. 

The successful candidate will maintain the highest standards of teaching and learning possible throughout the PE and 

Games programme by monitoring and leading by example, being accountable for the pupil progress in PE and Games. 

The department prides itself on its academic delivery of A-level, GCSE and BTEC (level 2 and 3) and so the ability to 

teach academic Physical Education at the highest level is essential. Games’ afternoons play a major role in the 

development of Princethorpe pupils and therefore candidates should be able to coach at least one major sport throughout 

the academic year and be fully committed to fixtures on a Saturday morning. 

Single accommodation may be available. Princethorpe has its own pay scale which is above national scales. Closing date 

Monday 10 January 2022. Further information available at  

https://www.princethorpe.co.uk/page/?title=Join+Us&pid=1185&vacancyid=1899 
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Administrator of Estates – Princethorpe College - We seek to appoint an Administrator of the Estates Department to 

start as soon as possible to work full time, all-year-round.  

The role of Administrator of Estates is a varied and exciting role, supporting and working closely with the Director of 

Estates, Estates Manager, Grounds Manager and Health and Safety Manager and the members of the team across all three 

Foundation schools. 

The Administrator of Estates will carry out a range of administrative duties to support the smooth running of the 

department. This includes assisting with the organisation and delivery of all internal and external events and lets, whilst 

providing support to the Director of Estates, Estates Manager, Grounds Manager and Health and Safety Manager. Closing 

date Monday 10 January 2022. Further information available at 

https://www.princethorpe.co.uk/page/?title=Join+Us&pid=1185&vacancyid=1901 

HR Administrator – Princethorpe College - We require a HR Administrator to provide confidential, accurate and 

comprehensive administrative support for the Recruitment and HR function. 

Candidates should ideally have experience in a similar position and will have excellent communication, organisational and 

customer service skills along with the ability to work under pressure and to deadlines.  Strong IT skills, particularly in 

Microsoft Office, are essential.This is an excellent opportunity to join the fast growing Foundation that values its staff and 

offers a rewarding benefits package including discounted places for staff, a pension scheme and a cycle to work scheme. 

Single on site accommodation may also be available. Closing date Monday 10 January 2022. Further information available 

at https://www.princethorpe.co.uk/page/?title=Join+Us&pid=1185&vacancyid=1903 

Bursary Assistant – Princethorpe College - We require a Bursary Assistant, working full time, year round, to take on the 

Foundation Purchase Ledger and assist the Billing Ledger team at peak times. 

The successful candidate will need to be an experienced Purchase Ledger clerk with the ability to diversify, have a high 

level of attention to detail with good computer skills. 

This is an excellent opportunity to join the fast growing Foundation that values its staff and offers a rewarding benefits 

package including discounted places for staff, a pension scheme and a cycle to work scheme. Single on site 

accommodation may also be available. Closing date Monday 10 January 2022. Further information available at 

https://www.princethorpe.co.uk/page/?title=Join+Us&pid=1185&vacancyid=1902 

HR Administrator – Princethorpe College - We require a HR Administrator to provide confidential, accurate and 

comprehensive administrative support for the Recruitment and HR function. 

Candidates should ideally have experience in a similar position and will have excellent communication, organisational and 

customer service skills along with the ability to work under pressure and to deadlines.  Strong IT skills, particularly in 

Microsoft Office, are essential. Closing date Monday 10 January 2022. Further information available at 

https://www.princethorpe.co.uk/page/?title=Join+Us&pid=1185&vacancyid=1903 

Gardener/Groundsman –Princethorpe College - We require a Gardener\Groundsman to undertake grounds maintenance 

and landscaping duties under the control of the Grounds Manager\supervisor. The role will involve project work across the 

sites, including assisting with woodland management and maintaining the School Sports facilities. Grounds staff also 

provide support for school matches\fixtures when required. 

A proactive approach is required to ensure that the Foundation’s Grounds Manager is kept informed of any incidents 

promptly and the successful candidate will be expected to work in accordance with the Foundation’s Health and Safety 

requirements. This role is a year-round position, predominately working outdoors, full time 40 hours per week with 

Saturdays and Sundays on an agreed rota. Closing date Monday 31 January 2022. Further information available at 

https://www.princethorpe.co.uk/page/?title=Join+Us&pid=1185&vacancyid=1907 
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